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My telegram No. 229; weekly intelligence 
appreciatione 


The week has been one of tense expectation 
as both communities awaited the decision of the United 
Nations. Despite some moments of doubt the Jews have 
been generally confident of the outcome, while Arab 
anxiety has grown, although there have been few 
symptoms of the hysteria which' pre-war crises provoked. 
This is probably in large measure due to a belief that 
whether U.N. decides or fails to decide on partition 
will little affect the outcome, which, Arabs believe, 
will be determined by the degree of superior strength 
which the Arab states can bring to bear once the 
British have ceased to shield the Yishuv. The Mufti 
has issued an appeal to Palestine Arabs for energy 
and,secrifice at this moment of “the parting of the 


ways". 


26 That the Jews are thinking on somewhat 

similar lines is illustrated by remarks in the speech 

of Ben Gurion at a Vaad Leumi’ meeting in Tel Aviv 
devoted to security. A failure to achieve a two-thirds 
majority would not, he said, change the basic situation 
as the Mandatory rule had been eliminated and the claim 
of the Arabs to dominate Palestine had been soundly 
defeated. He went on to stress that to ignore Arab 
threats to force the issue by violence would be 
disastrous. The Arabs, he admitted, had in certain 
respects strengthened their position since the 1936-39 
disturbances, but the intellectual and moral superiority 
of the Jews would be decisive advantages. 


Be That many Jews only regard the boundaries of 
the Jewish &tate as defined in the ad_hoc committee as 
provisional and subject to enlargement as opportunity 
offers was illustrated at the same meeting, when the 
Mayor of Tel Aviv significantly declared that Tel Aviv 
would never be the Jewish capital, a privilege reserved 
for Jerusalem. 
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Ne The Arab Higher Committee has formed the 

Aifst three of its countrywide net of local National 
‘Committees, at Ramle, Lydda and Jaffa. It is under- 
stood that there are to be 2 such committees, most 

of which will contain a representation of neighbouring 
villages, but which will however be so constituted as 

to ensure the preponderence of the urban representatives. 


5. The appeal for contributions to the Beit el 
Mal is meeting in some districts with a response 
considered satisfactory by its originators. Indications 
are however that the appeal is more successful in urban 
areas than in the villages. Donors of adequate amounts 
will receive letters of thanks signed by the Mufti. 


66 Jaffa Chamber of Commerce has decided to call 
a conference of all Arab Chambers to discuss problems 
arising from the evacuatione Four subjects particu- 
larly are to be discussed: 


(a) ensurance of the supply of essential 
commodities; 


(b) ‘an approach to Government to conserve its 
existing cash balance; 


(c) the position of Palestine currency; 
(ad) the fate of Bearer Bonds. 


Te There have been no further serious reper- 
cussions of.the Ra'anana murders reported in para. 10 
of my telegram under reference. The Arab underground 
movement “Hurriyeh" is reported to have challenged the 
Stern Group to a pitched battle on the site of the 
incident. 


8. The future intentions of the terrorists 
following the creation of the Supreme Security Committee 
referred to in paragraph 9 of my telegram under reference 
remain obscure, but there are indications that they will 
continue to receive support from the Revisionists, and 
and the prospects of any effective action against them 
by the Jewish community are not promising. 


The week has been a quiet one; the N.M.O. 
has uttered threats of a British bloodbath. 


9. An escape tunnel was discovered before 
completion at Latrun Detention Camp. The tunnel was 
some 120 metres long, had been dug through sandstone, 
and vas fitted with electric light and alarm system. 
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Ho. 117 CONFIDENTIAL 

addressed to Foreign Office 5355 repeated to Beirut, 
Jerusalem, Cairo, Middle Eest Minister, Washington and to 
Ammen, Commander-in-Chief Me@terrenean Seving. 


My telegram 532. Demonstrations took place at 
town was closed. aaeoen Soaeteen 


6. Demonstrations contime today. 
Jerussiem please poss to acumen as my telegram 71 seving. 
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hth December, 1947. 
tiie, SY 
The following is the text of a telegrem from the High 
. Commissioner received this morning, it tenis to confirm that 
I said to you yesterday :- 
"Ne doubt the press has made and will make moh of 
yesterdays incidents, You should know that they 
were sporadis and umorganised and that the mmber 
of Arabs involved was comparatively small, The 
situation was at all times under full control, I 
suggest that an endeavour be made to counter press 
sensationalism and that the events be presented in 
their proper preposition as acts of hooligenism by 
comparatively small groups of irresponsible youths," 
Yours sinoesrely, 


(Sgd.) A. S. KIRKBRIDE 


His 
Gesir faba Rifas 

for Affairs, 
Trans jordan 
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From :— H.M.Charge d'Affaires, To :—H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 
BAGHDAD. 






Despatched 2/12/47 (20.00). Received 3/12/47 (10.30). 


83 Of 4st December, 1947. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram 1228 of December 1st. 
Repeated Cairo, B.M.E.0., Beirut, Deacon, Jeddah, Jerusalem and 
Amman, 

At a press conference in Baghdad this afternoon Riadh al Solh 
Lebanese Prime Minister announced that it had been decided to 
hold a meeting of the Arab “eague Political Committee in Cairo 
December 6th. 

2. Lebanese Prime Minister who is chairman of present Arab 
League session said that meeting would be convened with 


implementation of League decisions on Palestine already taken. 


CHARGE d' AFFAIRES, 
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3rd December, 1947. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.361 of 3rd December, 


Repeated to Baghdad No. 40 SAVING 
Beirut No, 44 SAVING 
Cairo No. 40 SAVING fi. 
Damascus No. 38 SAVING / 5) 
Jeada No. 37 SAVING (+O) 
B.M.E.O, No, 33 SAVING : 
Jerusalem No.101 SA’ 

Reference Baghdad's telegram No.12 yous 


Samir tells me that meeting of Political Committee is 
fixed for the 8th December and that he proposes to endeavour 
to get other members to elucidate their position regarding 
continued membership of United Nations Organisation following 
their refusal to accept decision regarding partition, 


PRODROME, 
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LONDON. 


Despatched 3/12/47 (17.00). Receined 





of sra December, 1947. 
addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe360 of Srd Dec. 


Repeated to UKDEL New York Noe 22 
Baghdad Noe 39 SAVING 
Beirut Noe 435 SAVING 
Cairo Noe 39 SAVING 
Damascus Noe 37 SAVING 
Jgedda Noe 36 SAVING 
BeME.O. Noe 32 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noel00 SAVING 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PALESTINE. 
Novemlur 


le Shops and schools closed on 30th Geteber on receipt of 
news of United Nations Organisation decision. 


Ze Next day school children started orderly demonstration 
which degenerated later in riots led by hooligans of Amman, 
two cars belonging to Trans Arabian Pipeline Company were 
burnt in the streets and company's office was sacked by 

the mob-probably because it wes the only American institu- 
tion available. British Girls School was stoned by ~ 
primary school boys for not closinge Police were not 
effective in attempts to recover control at Amman until the 


efternoone 


Car loads of youths from Amman ransacked an outlying c 
camp of Iraq Petroleum Company at Mafraq under the mista- 
ken impression that it belonged to the American companye 


3. On Tuesday police reinforcements had reached Amman 
and attempts to close the shops and demonstrate again 
were nipped in the bude 
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Secondary school boys of Es Salt staged a march 
on Amman but were turned back half way by polices. 


4. No hostility to British was shown but I am 
apprehensive of a change in this attitude if current 
events in Palestine lead to a clash between Arabs 
end British forcese 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as 
my telegram Noe22. 


PRODROME. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA ). 
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IMPORTANT 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.359 of 3rd December, 

Repeated to UKDEL New York No, 2 
Baghdad No. 38 SAVING 
Beirut No. 42 SAVING 
Cairo No. 38 SAVING 
B.M.E.O. No. 31 SAVING 
Damascus No, 36 SAVING 
Jedda No. 35 SAVING 
Jerusalem No. 99 SAVING 

CONFIDENTIAL 





Sir A, KIRKBRIDTE took me yesterday to pay courtesy call on Prime 
Minister, ‘Samir later invited us to his house and then launched 
into subject of Palestine with the obvious purpose of drawing me on 
intentions of His Majesty's Government in preparation for meeting 
of Political Committee of Arab League which he said was now fixed 
for December 10th, 


He said that big question for Arab countries now was how United 
Nations decision was to be implemented. He supposed Jews would 
declare themselves a state within United Nations boundaries, Arabs 
in Palestine would not- however take a similar step as all Arabs were 
agreed to oppose United Nations decision and insist on single state. 
He made no prophecy as to what form of administration would fill the 
vacuum in Arab part of Palestine when British left, but he did not 
expect Jews to march into it. On the other hand he thought thet 
Jews would obviously try to teke over control in that part of 
Jewish state where Arabs were in a majority and he was convinced 
that Arab population would resist. Arab states would then be forced 


by their/..22 
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by their public opinion to come to its assistance. Question would 
then arise what United Nations would do. He thought that only 
powers that need be considered were France, United Kingdom, Russia 
and United States America, France could be counted out owing to 
her internal troubles, United Kingdom had declared that it would 
not enforce a decision unacceptable to either side, He thought 
that Russia and U.S.A, were too jealous of each other to permit of 
action by either, In any case Transjordan for her part regarded 
Russie as her enemy and would certainly be on opposite side should 
third world war break out, As for Americans, they had behaved so 
irresponsibly and disgracefully that Arabs felt free to disregard 


them, 


His deduction seems to be that Arab States need not fear any 
forcivle action by United Nations if they were to invade Jewish 
state, but he was clearly not wholly convinced that this deduction 
would prove correct and was anxious to learn my view as to what 
attitude would be adopted by His Majesty's Government in the event of 
the Arab states defying the United Nations, Would they feel 
called upon for example to do more than Bolivia ? 


At one point he said that Arab states would take no forcible 
measures until British forces had completed their evacuation, 


I said that of course I had no indication what line His Majesty's 
Government would take in the circumstances contemplated, but clearly 
Arab states mst not expect any support from His Majesty#s Government 
if they decided to defy a decision of the United Nations, Also I 
was not sure whether he was right to think only in terms of force, 
Arab states might find themselves faced with other forms of action 
such as economic sanctions, In any case I thought they would be 
wise to think very carefully before they took, or published their 
intention to take, any action to defiance of a United Nation, decision, 
particularly one sponsored both by U.S.A, and Russia, It seemed on 
the face of it unlikely that such defiance could prove successful 
and there seemed to me some danger that Arab Leaders might be more 
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ready to play up to their over-exoited public than to serve the 
long-term interests of their countries, I for my part had lived 
through two world wars and had no wish to live through a third, 


I trust that line I took will meet with your spprovel, It was 
somewhat embarrassing to be launched into this discussion without 
warning or guidance, 


It should not be taken for granted that Samir's statements 
represent line which Transjordan Delegate will take at Arab League 
meeting, King Abdullah, whom Sir A, Kirkbride took me to see 
earlier, spoke in a far more moderate key, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my telegram 
No.21,. 


PRODROME, 


(IMT/HDLEM/HA ). 
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No, 24 

No, 57 

No. 41 SAVING 
No, 46 SAVING 
No. 42 SAVING 
No. 40 SAVING 
No. 39 SAVING 
No, 103 SAVING 


My telegram 35% (of the 3rd December, 1947). 


1, Samir came to see me on Wednesday and was evidently rather uneasy 
about his statements to Troutbeck, ' 


He remarked that when attempting to secure political information 
one often had to say things that one did not really mean, He was 
anxious that I should not repeat to the King what he had said, 


This confirmed the view which I expressed to Troutbeck after the 
talk that Samir was trying to get him to rise and not putting over the 
considered views of the Transjordan authorities. 


2, Samir remarked thet he had been shaken by the reference to 
economic sanctions, This was a matter which the Arab states had not 
taken into account and he would raise the point at the coming meeting 


of the Political Committee. 


He referred particularly to the fact 


that Syria and the Lebanon could be ruined overnight through their 
. He was obviously impressed greatly by the possibilities 


currency, 
ef economic sanctions. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my telegram Nose 
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DAMASCUS, 
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Addressed Foreign Office 542 of 3rd, 


Repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Jedda, Amman, Jerusalem, 
Middle East Minister, Aden, Aleppo and Commander in Chief 


Mediterranean. iy’) 
4) 


My telegrem No.536. 

Damascus Town has reopened today and students have 
returned to their lessons this morning but will stert militery 
treining in the efternoon from today. 

2. Experienced observers report that tension in the town is 
still running high end that the more fanatical elements e.g 
IKHWAN MUSLIMEEN ULEMAS Arab party members etcetra are in an 


extremely ugly mood, 


CHARGE d’ AFFAIRES, 


(CJB/HA). 
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i Eiete. 29th Hovesber, 19%.7. 


His Royal Highness the hopent,s 

wtiLle you have been abeent in your s amor resort there have been 
discussions about the .reb League onl sbout the case of  alestine before 
United Nations Organisation, ‘he respected irine Minister of Ireq 
visited Trenejorden ena he ani the Frise Kinister of TrensJorden ware 
in tough with me as to whet should be dome, I om sure thet your Royal 
Highness will be in possession of deteile of all thet happened but I 
must remek thet when His Mussllenqy visited Trantjorden the first tine, 
when he imvited hare the Council of the League then meeting in the 
Labenon, he said thet he proposed to damend of the League thet it should 
exsonte the secret decisions of Rluiien ani that if the other states of 
the Leogue refused to do 80, especially the Saudi state, he would 
emomee the departure of Ireq ani Tramsjorden from the leagues, in the 
following <isoucsions of the League, the other Areb States did not agree 
to give effect to the Bludan decisiaw but postponed the decision as to 
what the Arab states ahold do, 

Hext followed sevege attecks on the jlsshimite Kingdom of Trensjordan 
on socount, of that which ws attributed to op in comection with the Unity 
of ayria ond other otters so that 1 obecrved thet Transjordan wes surrounded 
ty atetes gubscrvient to the interests of iiyndh ani Demmsous., 

aince your return you mot heve been informed of the jreparation of 
forese in case the nece sity arces to plese those furess on the bouniary of 
Faleotime, ami attempts ere being mde to unify ideas ani to heve « single 
coment ao us to be cble to deal with politienl develoysents anf to decide 
the @treotion in which the Arabs shuld wort. 

\@ everything in besed on asaumytion, I see no objection to the force 


being collected anf egripped in ite om oumtry end its orders being considered, 


I hewe/sook 





~~ 


SA. Edin 1b 


I have boon informed by the vim Uinister here that he reosived 
@ message through the Ire 4 Minister thet an Iraqi detachment vas preparing 
te move into Trensjorden for the purpose unter reference, iieu, I gave 
the secretary Gens] o memorandum estting the errangesents which I 
thought should be mde in comection with militery service anf I dealere 
thet until those are més ani until agrecment is reeched a6 to whet should 
be done, Trans Jorden ie not prepared to admit ey outside forces, 

If we permitted the entrance of forces from our sister Ireq, Saudi 
Agebia would demn4 the sdmittencs of her forces aleo, perhaps even Syria 
might Go 60, «xi then this Kington of yours would be cooupled before 
velestine hed been cocupled. 

I would moreover say thet hed you been good enough to ect in 
fovour of a union detwsen Iraq ani Trensjorfen, on the lines origimlly 
laid dom, after the usslecansss of the lest treaty beoume evident, the 
Ireqd aruy ani the Tremajordan forces would have been united in yor 
BArvicds 

seating on iniiestion of your wise views, I beg you to concider 
the oc ntents of this momoremiue as a definite decision, 

Sith my grectings to your nqyal \ighness, 


Nog/l0la/e7. 


P Majesty's Minister “ Ammen 
P his compliments to HM, Ambassador, BAGHDAD, 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-menttoned 


documents. 
BritishI@@R CAMs... 
Aves Whig iss. cas ccd sencs 
eeevek te Trensjordan,..........-- 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 
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To 
Chargé a'affaires, 
HIGH COMMISSIO LU 
- : NER FOR PALESTINE 


Despatched ..... ce ae : Received. 32,47 at 2100.--ars. 





Noe 118 Ad@ressed to the Foreign Office No. 556 
repeated to Cairo, Beirut, Jerusalem, Washington, Middle 


Kast Minister Cairo, Amuen, Comander ao 
Seving. 
My telegraa No. 535. 


This morning an un-expleded hand grenade was 
found by a cavasse near the back wall of the 1 tion building. 
It was later removed for dismantling by specialist sent by 
the Syrian Police. 


2. I have protested to the ne Eiehesee for the 
Interior (Prime siusoner being unavaila reminding hin 
that His Majesty*s Government hold ae nh Government 


ble for British life and property. He took the 
line that my protest was purely formal ané that a mere 
oded bomb was nothing to worry about. He had himself 
given orders that if any attack wus made on the legation 
buildings the Syrian guard were to open fire. 


Ss. took the opportunity of stressing how 
say Ghenetesty siibieeke Goulet lee oe ect to the 
disadvantage of the syrian Government. He replied that 
Governuents were doing everything pessible to prevent 
incidents and cited a nusber of examples of their actions 
dnmelading the closing of comnunist offices throughout the 
country. He added that no incident hed been reported fran 
other Syrian towns. I am of the opinion however that the 
Governments are not, repeat not, taking action required to 
prevent the formation of demonstrations. 


I learn thet the Frrei.ch Legation was 
attacked yesterduy: sose damage to windows was done and 10 
@ezen bottles of wine were smeshed. Police guards did not 7 


Jerusalem please pass to Aman as my 
telegram No. 73 saving. ~ 
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Code, Cypher 618 TELEG RA M CR. 08. i 


or Clear ? { 


From Chargé a'affaires To 







HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 
4042-47. 214) hours 
Received 2042eh7-. 0800. hours 


GPP. 27439—15,000—22-4-47 





Ho. 537 CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office, ted to Gairo, Beirut, 
Jerusalen, W » Biddle East ster, md to Ammen, 
Commander in Chief, Mediterranean Saving. 


Acting Consul st Aleppo reports the town closed and some 
sporadic shooting. Alliance Israelite School, tro synagogues 
and a Jewish caf;, club and a motor warehouse (?) have hed 
their contents destroyed by demonstrators as have also an 
Armenian Club and A.B.Cc. stores. Ho casualties. 


2. British subjects have not yet been molested. 
Jerusalem please pass to Ammen es my telegrem saving. 
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U.%.0. decision = Palestine. 





Qn December lst there were one or two 
Cononetretions mostly by students Pen pe ny 
ahepherie’? or roiteey i ye in 
Sone ghee of the Mond ungters of ie” 

one oo ap 
20 broken. Projected 1 strike 
has ne } = tly rh tofay and sers have been 

ugked Ansteal to subsoribe money Palestine cmse. 


2. <Alemate arrangements have been maie by the 
Lebenosa Goverment for cde Bn on of the Legation. 
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¢ Velegrum hendea over to His Exceliency Samir Pashe wate 
Secretary of the Iraqi Legation at Amman at 1915 hrs on 
Thursday the 27/11 /1947s= 


We hove been instructed by His Bxceiiency Saleh Bey 
Jabr, Iraqi F.: ime kiinister to get in touch with His Bxcellengy 
Semir Fashe to inform him thet a section of the Iraqi Aypmy 
wiil move shortly. His BXceilency Saleh Jaber request 


that @ Suiteble plece be arranged for the purpose. 


me we He ee ee eee 


The following reply was given by SAMIR FASHA on toe 
Spot on the &7/11/1947s= 

Your telegram has been conveyed to His Bxceliency 
Samir Pasha who a8ked that Saleh Bey Jabr be inh rmed thet 
in accordance with the last telephonic conversation between 
them, therefore Samir Pasha is awaiting for Jaleh bey, 
visit to AMMAN to discuss mutters. SAMIR Pasha requests 
thet in view of the above, Iraqi Forces Should not be sent 
until Saleh Bey hes come and conferred with Hie Mejety 
the King. 





Handea by Samir Fesha to Jamii Fesha aleRawi at 1850 bre 
on the 28/11/1947. 
(IMPORT@T AND i:RiBD1a1#) 
(@eiegraphed in cypher code by the Iraqi Legation.) 


Dea: Jumil Fasha. 


Further to my reply to the telegram conveyeu to m 
yesterdey from the lragi Ministry for Foreign Affairs, ano in 
assurance of what I said in that reply, I beg that His Bxceliency 


Saleh Bey Jabr should be informed as follows:= 


® His Majesty the Ling as well as the Government. of the 
trans jordun Hashemite Ling¢om attach big importence on the 
Matter that at this critical stege of the Palestine case, no 
mistaken steps Should be taken 48 this may lead to the worst 
and most dangerous consequences and might creute Such complications 
es will berm the sim st which we are ariving for rescuing P,iestine. 
Therefore the lrime Minister of Transjoraan stresses what he esxed 
yesterauy to be conveyed to the Iraqi Prime Minister thet for the 
present, Iraqi Forces Shoulda not be Sent to the 7.J, Hashemite 
Kingdom. (This matter shoula be left to the time ) until it has 
been decided between the two Governments as to what measures Should 
be taken in the matter anc until the position with regerd to the 
aéecisions taken at the United Nations Organisation Shall become 


More clear that at the present mment.* 


Fleasé accept my highest consideration. 


Yours Sincerely. 


SGD. Semir Rifai. 
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To 


H M IONER FOR PALESTINE 
ai ad SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Despatched 01221947. =-. 






GPP. 297440—10,000—22.4,47 





NO, 2300 TOP SECRET & PERSONAL IMMEDIATE. 
Repeated: Amman (by bag). 
Baghdad No. 86 


Cairo No.1k9 we & 
Jedda No. 91. § 
Damascus No. 1655 (Vien 
Beirut No.1656. 


In view of many alarmist rumours regarding the intentions 
of the local Arabs consequent on the UNO decision, the intention 
of the Arab Higher Committee to call a 3 day strike, and sumours 
that this Committee had other extreme projects in view, I sent 
for Dr. KHALIDI this morning. I explained to him the British 

poscesce here, told him that our object now was to make a clean 
withdrawal and that it was accordingly essential for us to 
maintain law and order for as long as we were here. I pointed 
out to him that Arab disturbances against Jews could not be 
ignored by us, could only lead to delay, and would leave a 
bitterness it was in both our interests to avoid. Dr. Khalidi 
replied that the Arabs were most anxious to avoid any clash with 
the British. It was his fervent hope that the British withdrawal 
would pass without such incidents. The three day strike was to be 
a peaceful one and they thought that was the least they could do 
to allow the people to relieve their feelings. I have no doubt 
whatever that Dr. Khalidi was sincere in the expression of his 
personal wishes and that they reflect the feelings of most Arabs 
here. I therefore have every hope that the few unconnected incidents 
of Arab attacks on Jews yesterday may not spread and anyway if more : 
do occur that they will remain sporadic and not directed. 


26 Mr. BEN GURION also asked for an interview this afternoon 
which I granted. He came to ask for goodwill during this interim 
period, and followed this up with a number of relatively minor 
requests such as being allowed to have their own radio station, to 
import firearms and their own food, etc. I promised the goodwill 
but not all the requests. 






From :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





363 


Despatched 4/12/47 (10.00). 





of 


TELEGRAM. 





4th December, 1947. 


JZ ty +& 
To:—S, of 3, od 


Recened 


Repeated to UKDEL New York No. 23 
Baghdad No. 70 
Beirut No. 45 SAVING 
Cairo No, 43 SAVING 
Demascus No. 39 SAVING 
Jedda No. 38 SAVING - 
B.M.E.O. No. 34 SAVING 
Jerusalem No.102 SAVING } 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.363 of 4th December. 


lA fr o-! , we 
nes 
Reference my telegram 357° (of 29th November) about Iraqi troops. 


1. Prime Minister of Ireq rang up Samir on the 29th November and 
said that he was under great pressure by public opinion to send troops 
to Trensjordan he hoped therefore that the objection of Trans jordan 
authorities would be dropped, He offered to reduce the detachment 
from a Brigade to a battalion if that would make matters easier, 





2, .Semir replied that the Iraqi Minister in Trans jordan wes trave=- 
lling to Baghdad on Tuesday end would inform his government fully of 
Transjordan attitude. 


The message given to the Minister was that Transjordan was 
prepared to agree with Iraq as to action independant of any Arab 
League scheme to be taken by the two Hashimite states regarding 
Palestine, Transjordan was not however prepared to become an agent 
of an institution dominated by the anti Hashimite block, Samir 
repeated his request that Seleh Jabr should come to Amman for 
discussions on these lines. 


— 


3/ece2 


W49909, DIG6A. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. Ce. 








3- Before he left the Minister saw King Abdullah who confirmed 
Samir's statement and gave him the letter to the Regent (referred 
to in my telegram under reference) which had been delayed, I am 
sending a translation of this letter by bag. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Baghdad as 


my telegrams Nos, 23 and 70 respectively, 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :—S. ef S. Foreign Office, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


LONDON, 


Despatched 2/12/47 (19.18). Received 3/12/47 (10.30). 

No. 529 of 2nd December, 1947. 

Addressed to Baghdad telegram No.1108 of December 2nd — Cairo, 
> 


Jedda, Damascus, Beirut, repeated for information to Kara 
B.M.E.0. Cairo, UKDEL New York and Washington, 


















CONFIDENTIAL 


You should inform the Government to which you are accredited 
that H.M.G, are studying urgently the position created by the 
assembly's decision (on the) partition of Palestine and that they 
will keep the Arab Governments informed of such further developments 
as will effect their interests, Meanwhile H.M.G. feel certain that 
the Arab Governments for their part will not wish to complicate the 
delicate prossess of withdrawal from Palestine and the handing over 
to the U.N, commission which H.M.G. have now got to carry through 
and that they will therefore proceed with circumspection and do 
nothing injurious during this transitional period, Whatever may be 
the feeling of the Arab States with regard to the U.N. decision H.M.G. 
are counting on the assurances which have been given by the various 
(Arab) SPOKESMEN that there is no intention of causing trouble in 
Palestine while we are still in control there and while (as stated 
my telegram 587 to Damascus) we are bound to repress disorder from 
whatever quarter it arises, 

2. It will not be enough for the Arab states to refrain from 
sending units of their armies into Palestine, “e mst urge them 
also to restrain any of their nationals who try to make their way 


into Palestine for the purposes of causing disorder there as well 
as the organisations and individuals in their territories who try to 


incite disorder outside. This applies particulary to Syria and the 
Lebanon, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 
ly 
(HDLeM/HA). G C 


W49909, D1664, 35m in 3 sorts. 4/47. 
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From :—The Foreign Office, LONDON. J» :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 4/12/47 (10.21). Received 4/12/47 (1410). 





Following received from Baghdad telegram No.124 of 4th December, 
Repeated to Damascus, Beirut, Cairo, Foreign Office and Jedda, 


HA Vinla.- 
CONFIDENTIAL Z\\T cS 


- 


Your telegram No.357 to Foreign Office, 


I learnt fast night thet the Iraqi Prime Minister is trie 
calling at Amman on December 4th on his way to Cairo, I urged /.. 
him strongly not to take precipant action in moving troops and /< 
handed him official note based on Foreign Office telegram No.1108 
which circumstances did not permit to read at the time, 


2. He was inclined to maintain that he had promised the 

people of Iraq that the necessary action would be taken and that 

the movement of "one battalion" would have calming influence here, 

I pressed him very strongly but cannot be confident that I succeeded, 


3. I have already spoken to the Regent and will repeat the 
arguments to him today, 


Please pass Most Immediate to Amman, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


FILE NO.S/1014A/47- TELEGRAM. (i C 
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tex trae) 
From :—H.M. Minister, AMMAN, To: The Foreign Pfti fe, LONDON. 


Despatched 6/12/47 







(09.45) 






Of €th December, 1947+ 
MOST IMMEDIATE 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Né.367 of 6th December. 





Repeated to Baghdad No. 71 
Beirut No, 48 SAVING 
Cairo No. 43 SAVING 
Damascus No. 42 SAVING 
Jedda No. 40 SAVING 
B.M.E.O. : No. 35 SAVING 
Jerusalem __ Noe05 SAVING 
CONFIDENTIAL 





Baghdad's ‘sein eat December) to yous 

Iraqi Prime Minister on arrival here made another attempt 
supported by a letter from the Regent to seoure immediate 
admission of Iraqi troops to Transjordan but was unsuccessful, 

Foreign Office please pass to Baghdad as my telegram No.71. 


PRODROME. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, DIG64, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. )/ 
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fh 
From :—The Foreign Office, LONDON, 7,-— H.M. Minister, AMMAN. 






Despatched 4/12/47 (11.02). Received 4/12/47 (19.00). 





of 3rd December, 1947. 


Following received from Baghdad = Begins, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1234 of December 2nd, 





Repeated to Cairo, B.M.E.0., Amman, Beirut, Jedda, Jerusalem, 
Damascus and Aden, 


CUNFIDENTIAL, 


The reactions here to the U.N. Assembly's vote on partition are 
strongly based on many cases of violence, Most of the resentment 
is directed against the U.S,A. who is accused of using influence over 
the Eastern States in such a way as to undermine completely the moral 
prestige of the U.N, 


2, There is also a somewhat illogical sway against Great Britain 
for not using her influence to cause the abstention of Australia 
and New Zealand, 


3. The Arabs are anxiously enquiring what attitude H.M.G, will 
take up in the period ending with our withdrawal, 


(a) To immigration, 
(b) To the U.N, Commission. 


he It is also being asked whether in the event of hostilities 
breaking out between an eventual Jewish State and an Arab State 
in the Treaty relations with Great Britain the latter would honour 
her undertakings as en ally e.g. in the case of Iraq under 
article No.4 of the Treaty. 


5. The press effensive is violent. Under such headlines as"U.N.O. 
stabs (group undecypherable) in the heart"it is recommended that the 
Arab States should: 

(a)/eee2 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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(a) withdraw from U.N.O. 


(b) implement the BLUDAN decision 


(c) break off relations with England, America, Russia and 
France a 
\ 


(4) Take military action, |? -\4 


6. A small student demonstration took place yesterday, larger 
ones are taking place today, Baghdad Jews have closed their shops 
but #6 far no violence hag been reported, Stringent police 
precautions have been taken by the Government. 


7.  #The Iraqi Prime Minister has intimated that he wishes to see 
me on the Palestine question, When he does so I propose to take 
the line indicated in your telegram No.587 to Damascus and to 
stress that Iraq's obligation to protest the lives and property 
of her Jewish subjects. I should be grateful for further 
guidance especially on the questions in paragraph 3 above. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Cypher M/OTP cage 
; a “0 
noe | oe & 
From :—The Foreign Office,LONDON. JTy:— H.M.M i, AMMAN, 
— 
Despatched 5/12/47 (01.35). Received 5/12/47 11.16). [ao 


of 4th December, 1947. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No,.2211 of December 4th, 
(? Repeated to) (Omitted) Baghdad, Jedda, Damscus, Beirut, Amman, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York, Washington, Jerusalem, 
' British M.E, Office and Aden, 
SECRET  GLANT. 4 WA 
ee 
My telegram No.4.203 to UKDEL New York, 


You should inform the Government to which you are accredited 
that H.M.G, have now been able to take their plenning on withdrawal 
from Palestine in a stage further and that they feel that it would 
be consistent with their substantiation xtommkixk of the pledge 
to Arab States and with their desire for smooth and orderly with- 
drawal from Palestine for them to take the earliest opportunity 
of telling the Governments of the Arab States in confidence the 
outline of their plans in so far as these have at present been 
approved. 


2. You should emphasize that the plans are being drawn up on the 
basis of the withdrawal taking place as speedily as possible. The 
time limit is that evacuation should be complete by August lst. 

This will involve leaving behind a considerable quantity of stores, 
It is clear therefore that any more rapid withdrawal would be out of 
the question, We hope incidentally to be able to arrange with the 
successor authorities for custody of subsequent evacuation of such 
stores as we are not able to take with us. 


3. In order that the withdrawal my be carried out within this 
framework it is necessary on purely military and administrative 
grounds that the Palestine Government should retain administrative 
responsibility throughout Palestine for several months. 4H.M.G, have 
made it clear thet during this period they will not allow their 


49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. forces/e.e2 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code series 

Clear 

From :— fe 
Despatched Received 





forces or administration to be used in enforcing a settlement which 
is not acceptable to both Jews and Arabs. They would naturally 
have mich preferred to terminate their responsibility at an earlier 
date but for purely practical reasons are unable to do so. The 
exact date we propose to complete the evacuation (and the) mandate 
will be relinquished and British administration brought to an end 
will be communicated to the Arab Governments as soon as possible, 


4. Generally the Trend of British withdrawal will be from South 

to North, After the termination of that civil administration 
British troops will be concentrated in a limited area pending final 
evacuation through Haifa, Within that area British military 
commanders will continue to take such measures as are necessary 

for the protection and speedy evacuation of British troops and stores 


5 In making this communication to the Government to which you 
are accredited you should emphasize that now that H.M,G, have 
with great frankness given them advance information of the 
outlines of their withdrawal plans they feel justified in asking 
in turn that the Arab Statés should not do anything or permit 
anyone in their territory to do anything calculated to interfere 
with our orderly withdrawal or to oblige us while we are still in 
control to take measures to suppress disturbances in Palestine, 


6. If you are pressed to discuss the status of the United 

Nations Commission and timing of its arrival in Palestine and 
assumption of authority, you should say that Sir A, Cadogan has been 
instructed to negotiate with the Commission in New York in the ho 

of ensuring that (our) arrangements fir in with (the Commission! a 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Copy to:- S/873/46, 
(CoB/HA). 


W49909, D1664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 5/12/47 (04.00). Received 5/12/47 (09.00). 
No. 539 of 4th December, 1947. 





DMEDIATE 
Addressed to Amman telegram No.539 of December 4th, 


Repeated to Cairo, Beirut, Jedda, Jerusalem, Damascus, Baghdad, 
UKDEL New York, Washington and B.M.E.0. for information, 


somr gunn, / «| 

My telegwam No,2211 to Cairo, 

I hope shortly to be able to send you comprehensive 
instructions about the withdrawal of the Arab Legion and related 
matters on the basis of telegrams we have already exchanged, If 
you think it desirable you could in making commmication indicated 
in my telegram under reference, inform the Transjordan Government 
that we realise that we have special obligations to keep them 
informed about our policy, and that you will shortly be receiving 
instructions which will (enable) you to make a more detailed 
commmnication to them on the various subjects of particular concern to 
them and us, j 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). copy 70: TAMA 8/873 /46, 


'W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts. 4/47. 
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From :—The Foreign Office, LONDON. 7, -— “Hal. M *? AMMAN, 


Despatched 5/12/47 (03-42). Received 5/12/47 (09.00). 





SECR:T GIANT 
Addressed to Baghdad telegram No,1127. 
Repeated for information to Cairo, — sib Jedda, Jerusalem, 


Demascus, B.M.E.0. and oe ) yy ib 


Your telegram Noe 1234, 


My telegram No,2211 a, will have given you some general 
guidance to go on, including points at three (B) in your telegram, 
It is not yet possible to authorise you to make any statement 
as regards immigration, For your own information it is our 
intention to take all practical steps to contime to control 
immigration for so long as we are, responsible in Palestine but 
the means of carrying out this decision requires further 
consideration which is being urgently underteken, 


2. You should avoid becoming involved in discussing question 
in paragraph 4 contracting parties your telegram which we regard 


as hypothetical, Confidential guidance will be sent to you on 
the point as soon as it has been further considered in oon seaat ier. 


with legel advisers, 
A sh 
3. I approve your action reported in your telegram No.1244¢ 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(CJB/HA). 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts. 4/47. 
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From :—H.M. Minister, AMMAN, To »— The Foreign LONDON. 


Despatched 6/12/47 (14.00) Received 





of 6th December, 1947. 


IMMEDIATE 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.368 of 6th December, 

Repeated to UKDEL New York No, 25 

No. 42 SAVING 
Beirut No. 49 SAVING 
Cairo No. 44 SAVING 
Damascus a No, 43 SAVING 
Jedda No, 41 SAVING 
B.M.E.0. ‘X No. 36 SAVING 
J em \ \ No.106 SAVING 
SECRET a 


Your telegram 539 (of 4th December, 1947). 


King Abdulleh has been very restless of late regarding 
developments in Palestine and the arrival of your message was 
most welcome both to the King and to myself, 


It enabled me to check the issue of a somewhat explosive 
set of instructions to the Transjordan delegate to the coming 
meeting of the Political Committee of the Arab League, I am 
sending details by bage __ Cos G 


Foreign Office please pass +0 UKDEL New York as my telegram No.25 


FRODROME, 


Cc to:- ADAGE (S8/873/46 ) 
(ASK/HDLAM/BA) « 


'W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :—¥M.Minister, AMMAN, To :— dei LONDON, 
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of 6th December, 1947 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,369 of 6th December, 





Repeated to UKDIEL New York No, 26 
Baghdad No. 43 SAVING 
Beirut No. 50 SAVING 
Cairo No. 45 SAVING 
Damascus No, 4) SAVING 
Jeada f No, 42 SAVING 
BeM.E.O. 1). No. 37 SAVING 
Jerusalem > | +WNo,107 SAVING 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram 529 (of 2nd December, 1947). 


1. I spoke to King Abdulleh and Prime Minister in the sense of 
your instructions and they both assured me that H.M.G. could depend 
on the continuation of their loyal co-operation, 


2, In connection with paragraph 2 of your message you will be 
interested to know that on Thursday Prime Minister on instruction 

of the King spoke to Syrian Prime Minister by telephone and protested 
against belligerent utterances of Syrian authorities in public which 
were egging the -Arabs of Palestine on to acts harmful to their 

cause in the mistaken belief that hordes of armed Syrians would come 
to their assistance shortly. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL NEW YORK as my telegram No, 26 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA ). 
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Received 7/12/47 (08,00). 





Despatched 6/12/47 (17.30). 
No. 545 of 6th December, 1947. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
Addressed to (Cairo) telegram No.2222 of December 6th and 
Baghdad, Jedda, Demascus, Beirut, Amman and repeated for information 


to Jerusalem, UKIEL to thé United Nations New York, Weshington,:B.M.E 
Cairo and Aden, o\ 


secrer tam, |” 

My telegram No.2211 to Cairo and Palestine's telegram No.2347. 

For the time being please omit the first sentence of 7 
paragraph 4 of ny telegram under reference from commmication to be 
added to the Government to which you are accredited, 

Please report whether in your opinion this commmication will 
now satisfy the Government to which you are accredited or whether 
you consider it preferable to adopt the alternative proposed by 


the High Commissioner in his telegram under reference. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA ). 


“eo 
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Despatched 4/12/47 (20,50). 
No. 536 of &th December, 1947. 





CONFIDENTIAL 
Addressed to Damascus telegram No.605 of December 4th and to B.M.E.O. 
Repeated to Baghdad, Beirut, Amman, Cairo, Jedda and Herusalem, 


\ 
; \ 


Following for TROUTBECK and CLAYTON, 
Damascus telegram No.92 to B.M.E.0. 


It would certainly be desirable for Brigadier Clayton to be 
availeble near-at hand when the Arab League meets, In talking 
to the Arab representatives however British representatives should 
be careful not to go beyond the instructions in my telegram 
No.1108to Baghdad, We do not want to give a general lecture to 
the Arabs, This would be unlikely to affect their frame of mind 
and would only tend to make them count us amongst their enemies 
which at present we hope they do not. Our intervention should 
at present be confined to matters which directly concern us i.e, 
the avoidance of trouble in (group omitted ?Palestine) while we 
are still responsible there, 


- SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


'W49909, D1664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Of 3rd December, 1947. | 






Addressed to Damascus telegram No.603 of December 3rd. 

Repeated to Cairo, B.M.E.0. Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Jedda and Amman, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Your telegram No.534.—~ 
I agree with Mr. Troutbeck's definition of "normal", 

2. ‘The definition camot be regarded as exhaustive and 

it is conceivable that abnormal circumstances not foreseen by 


it or indeed easily foreseeable might arise, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. e 
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of 4th December, 1947. 
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SECRET GIANT. 
Addressed to UKDEL New York telegram No.4.203 of 4th December, 


Repeated for information to Washington, Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, Amman, 
Damascus, Beirut, Jerusalem, B.M.E.0, Cairo, 


My telegram No.4174. —— | 


The Cabinet have now endorsed the plan of withdrawal set out in 
my telegram No.4126, As soon as the (UNited) Nations Commission 
4s established, you should therefore inform it that there are a number 
of importent matters on which you have been instructed to negotiate 
with it before it decides on its plens for moving to Palestine, 
These matters will fall under three main heads; 


(a) Arrangements for the Commission's arrival in Palestine in 
relation to the phases of our withdrawal plan; 


(b) The suggestion that we should evacuate a Jewish area, 
including a port by Christmas; 


(c) Other matters connected with the hand over of authority, 
including particulars of financial and economic questions 
and custody and evacuation of stores which we shall have 
been unable to evacuate before our final departure, 


2. On (a), you should inform the Commission in confidence of the 
outline of our plan as set out in my telegram No.4126, You should 
emphasize the point which has already been made in your statements in 
the Committee that it would be intolerable for the Commission to 
begin to exercise its authority while the Palestine Government was 
still administratively responsible for Palestine, H.M.G. mst 
therefore ask the Commission to postpone its arrival in Palestine 
until May 1st which will allow for a fortnight for handing over by the 


Palestine/. ect 
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Palestine Government to the Commission before the authority of the 
former is terminated, Subsequent to that date, the Commission 
will be free so far as we are concerned to exercise its authority 
throughout Palestine, except that in the restricted area in 
which British troops will between that date and August lst be 
concentrated the British military commander will have to exercise 
such authority as is necessary for the protection and rapid 
evacuation of British troops and military stores. 


3, If the Commission makes difficulties about falling in with this 
timetable, you should add that, as it mst frankly recognize, its 
arrival and assumption of authority in Palestine are bound to lead 
to a state of tension if nothing worse and that any such disorders 
would not only involve us, owing to our responsibility to maintain 
law and order while our administration continues, in action 
tantamount to enforcement of partition, which we are unwilling to 
undertake, but would also seriously interfere with our withdrawal, 
This would not be in the interests of rapid and orderly hand over to 
the Commission and we feel that it is in its interests as well as 
ours that this situation should not arise. 


4. If you are pressed still further you could suggest as a final 
concession that subject to conditions in Palestine at the time there 
might not be quite the same difficulty about the arrival shortly 
before May lst of part of the Commission's Secretariat who could 
begin to make arrangements for the Commission's accommodation etc. 


5. The timetable which we propose will clearly involve a modifica- 
tion of paragraph b(4) of the recomendations to the effect that if 
the provisional councils of the Governments cannot be set up by 
April lst the Commission should report back to the Security Council, 
We leave the initial (sic - ? initiative intended) to your discretion 
whether to call attention to this point at the outset or to leave it 
to arise in the course of the discussion, 


6/oeed 
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6. We are not yet ina ition to send you detailed instructions 
with regard to (b) and (c) in paragraph 1 above but wi’l do so 
shortly. You should however make the general point about the 
custody and evacuation of stores at an early (stage). 


7.e |For your own information, a general outline of our plans is 
being conveyed immediately and in confidence to the Arab Governments 
and by the High Commissioner of Palestine to the Arab Higher 
Committee and to the Jewish Agency. It will also be necessary to 
give a general outline of our intention in course of a debate in 
the House of Commogtis on Palestine on December 11th and December 12th 
though perhaps without mentioning the exact dates, The Colonial 
Secretary stated in the House of Commons on December 3rd in reply 

to questions that "While the British administration is functioning 
in Palestine for some months ahead the British Government must 
remain responsible for law and order". While therefore it is or 
will shortly be generally known that we intend to retain the 
administrative responsibility for sometime, it is desirable that at 
least pending the conclusion of your discussions the exact programme 
should remain confidential, 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA). 


'W49909, D664, 35m in 3 sorts. 4/47. 
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SECRET a _ 
Po sath i 

Your telegram 2222 to Cairo (of 6th Decemter) about Palestine. 
I had made the commmication to the Transjordan Government 


indicated in your telegrem 22H to Cairo (of 4th December, 1947) - 





prior to the receipt of your message of the 6th, They did not 
make any comment. 
I have not seen Jerusalem's telegram 2347. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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of 6th December, 19476 





IMPORTANT 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.871 of December 6th, 


Repeated to Baghdad, Jedda, Damascus, Amman, UKDEL New York, Washington 
Jerusalem, Cairo, B.M.E.O. Cairo and “ah 
’ 


dit Bit 8 
Your telegram (sic 221)to Cairo, PALESTINE. 


_ I made the communication to the LEBANESE Prime Minister today when 
he (ulidecypherable) me to make Mr, Troutbeck's acquaintance and I 
handed to him the aide-memoire with unofficial Arabic translation, 
4s he read his reactions were favourable to paragraphs 1 and 2, He 
objected to paragraph 3 on the ground that it stipulated an interval 
between the relinquishment of the Mandate and the completion of the 
evacuation, He was also seriously perturbed on learning that the 
withdrawal was to be from South to North, 


2, The Prime Minister made it clear throughout the conversation 
which lasted for nearly an hour and a half that he was speaking in 
his personal capacity as he had not had time to consider the 
documents carefully nor to consult his colleagues; in any event 
he would reserve official expression of opinion until after the 
meeting of the Political Committee of the Arab League over which he 
will preside, 


3. His strong deslike and distrust of an interval between the 
termination of the Mandate and the evacuation appeared to arise from 
the fear lest the Commission should arrive at an early date and 
shelter under the wing of the British Army thus immediately creating 
a dual authority situation which would be tantamoung to "partition 
before partition" especially if, as he anticipated the commission 
were to be subject(ed to) such pressure from the Jews as to declare 


forthwith/, eek iL 
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forthwith the establishment of a Jewish State before the Jewish 

area was clear of British troops, The withdrawal of British troops 
from South to North i.e, through the area allotted to the Jews, 

could only be to safeguard the latter; he also said that the presence 
of British troops in the North of Palestine until the last moment 
would “block the Arabs and prevent them from taking effective action 
at the most propitious moment i.e. before the Jewish State was formed, 


4. His Excellency was very worked up and repeatedly stressed the 
gravity of the situation which he attributed to what he described as 
the scandalous behaviour of the U.S, Government at Lake Success, 
Indeed he said that not only had the HAITIAN delegate been subjected 
to such pressure tha at recorded his vote in tears but that the 
FPHILLIPINO had been off a ship at New York in which he was 
trying to leave the country, He was pained and found it difficult to 
understand why on top of all that the Arabs should now be asked by 
H.M.G, to restrain themselves and to sit back and wait until a Jewish 
State which would be recognized by and would shortly become a member 
of the United Nations Organisation, had come into being. He did not 
say this with any resentment and took the opportunity to repeat that 
the xxix Arab official armed forces would certainly not repeat not 
move into Palestine so long as the British troops remained there, 

It had been his earnest hope which was shared by other Arab leaders 
that H.M.G. would retain the Mandate as long as possible and delay the 
arrival of the U.N, Commission in Palestine, Furthermore he foresaw 
that as soon as the Commission did arrive very serious trouble indeed 
would start, The Arabs were solid to a man in their determination 
to prevent the formation of a Jewish State and they could not be 
expected any longer to respect the decisions of a body which had 
behaved in much the same way as a South American would 


Re. 
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5. He fully appreciated and was grateful for the attitude of H.M.G. 
up to date although it had been negative but he was disturbed by 

what he feared would be the effects of the continuance of that policy. 
H.M.G, had said they would not impose (a) solution which was not 
agreeable to the Arabs and Jews alike, Now by giving up the Mandate, 
presumably sooner than later and restraining the Arabs from acting, 
H.M.G, were in fact bp. the yntortunate position of aiding and abetting 


the enforcement of He suggested that H.M.G,. should do all 
in their power to postpone the arrival of the Commission until the end 
of the Mandate and that the Mandate should not be relinquished until 
the last British soldier had left. I explained the obvious practical 
objections to these proposals, 


-6, He particularly wanted to know precisely when the Commission 
would come and what it would do when it did, I said that that was 
what Sir A, Cadogan was now, I understood, discussing with the U.N.O, 
and that no doubt as soon as you knew you would tell me the answers 
in accordance with the undertaking in your telegram No.1108 to 
Baghdad "to keep the Arab Governments informed of such further 
developments as will affect their interests". 


7e Both Mr. Troutbeck and Mr, Evans who were present share my 
impression that RIAD Bey is genuinely distressed, He said that the 
whole of the M.E, was changing and that now in his opinion the time 
had come for H.M.G. to consolidate their friendship with the Arabs, 

It was surely too much to hope that after all that had passed (and he 
cited, amongst other things the flogging of British officers) any real 
friendship could be found in the Jews, We had treaties of alliance 
with Egypt Iraq and Transjordan, The first two were. under considera= 
tion for revision: what will be the use of, treaty with Trans jordan: 
now that we were about to lose Palestine ? We ought to come to some 
agreement with the Arabs as a whole and as it were, capitalize their 
goodwill, He deplored any idea of Arab-British relations being 
exposed to too severe a strain through what would seem to the Arabs 
to be British support for partition, After all the U.S. would back 


the Jews/.. i 
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the Jews, at any rate until after the Presidential election; so 
would the Russians for obvious reasons, Why should H.M.G. get 
themselves in the wrong with their old friends and so lose out 
all along the line ? 


8 The foregoing represents the sentiments of Riad Bey who 
AVERRED that they were shared by all the other Arabs, He was 
deeply moved and, as I have indicated was thinking ALOUD rather 
than giving expression to any considered official view. 


(? groupsomitted) statement he was very ptessimisticc and 
could not see any way out of the impasse, He leaves for 
Cairo on December 6th or December 7th, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York, Washingtm and 
Aden as my telegrams Nos. 45, 17 and 2 respectively. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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Addressed to Washington telegram No.12609 of December 5th. 


Repeated for information UKDEL New York, Moscow, Jerusalem, Cairo, 
Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda and Amman, 


SECRET. 


I raised the question of Palestine with Mr, MARSHALL on December 
4th when I handed him an informal note on our plans and intentions 
regarding the transfer of power in Palestine, I added that the 
withdrawal of the British administration and forces was no easy 
matter, (group undecypherable) arrangements will be made and we had 
to make provisions for British assets in the country. I laid 
particuler stress in the importance of preventing further illegal 
immigration which was bound to lead to bloodshed since the Arabs 
would undoubtedly be incited to massacre the Jews and the situation 
might then require the use of force, The U.S. Government might 
then find themselves required to provide forces and the Soviet 
Government might press to provide a force themselves, Mr, 

Mardhall admitted that the greatest fear of the U.S, military 
authorities in this connection was the presence of a Russian force’ 
in Palestinee I pointed out that if en the other hand the Jewish 
immigration ceased until we were ready to hand over the power to the 
United Nations Commission in May it would be possible to proceed in 
an orderly mamer. We should then hope to be able to introduce 

into Palestine the 16,000 odd illegal immigrants now in Cyprus and we 
might also be able to provide a port for legal immigration after the 
U.N. Commission had taken over, We should also be able in the period 
between now and May to stop the infiltration of Jews across the 
frontiers, I said that this situation could not safely be left to 
the U.N. Commission but that an understanding regarding the problems 
of the transfer of power was (necessary) between the U.S. Government 


and ourselves. 
2/. ee 2 
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2. Mr. Mardéhall did not believe the Jews would continue illegal 
immigration since it must be a (group undecypherable ? source of) 
trouble to them and of no pressure value, I questioned this 
explaining that I had no confidence in the Jewish Agency who would 
probably continue illegal immigration in order to cause incidents 
and keep their cause alive, I urged that the U.S, Government 

as far as possible restrain them and if possible oppose (group 
undecypherable) illegal immigration and urge the Jews to be 
patient. Such a step would incidentally steady the Arabs, 


3. Mr. Marshall promised to send a message to “ashington in the 
general sense of my remarks but pointed out that the U.S. 
Government would be unwilling to take any step which implied that 
they had been responsible for the Palestine question, 


4 You should take the necessary supporting action with the State 
Departments 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


tlt 
saagaes 
tA 


a tie 
abe 


(3/loL/47). 


ite Ma 


(sa) A. S. Kin eBsDe 


he 


r 


| 


; 


\ 


j 


/d | | 
eof of ye 


s | 


'» about the 
earried 
the 
make, 


367 of 

Iragi 

4omen on 

Abdullah 

tes ana 

whieh the 
request was, of course, that the Trans jordan Governzent should 


14 


aa 


Wie 


Hs 2 


Has 


I eam sending copies of this letter to Beirut and Baghdad, 


7. 


Yours ever, 


Ged.) A. S. KIRERRIDE 


, a 21° ree 
mM Si Cit Ee 


S Majesty's Minister ot Arman (0) 
ts his compliments toli,.M,.Minister, BEIRUT. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British: ee see 





8th December, i947. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 
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Qs Majesty's Minister .: smn 


presents his compliments t&leM, Ambassador, BAGHDAD, 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 





Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 





Name and Date. 
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of 7th “ecember, 1947. 


Following received from Baghdad - Begins, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,1260 of December vm 


Repeated to Cairo B.M.E.0., Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Jerusalem and Aden, 
AY 


RESTRICTED. hi 
My telegram No,1234 paragraph 6. 


Small student demonstrations continued on December 3rd and 
larger ones on December 4th, Windows in an Embassy car and in a 
car belonging to an officer of B.A.M.M. were splintered and the 
windows of B.0.A.C, and some British Council Offices were broken, 
Demonstrators entered the British Institute Kindergarten and 
caused considerable damage, Publications were removed from the 
U.S. Information Bureau Office and burnt in the street. 


2. TI have addressed note to the acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs drawing attention to these incidents and reservi; 

the right of H.M.G. to claim compensation for damage for British 
property caused by the demonstrators. 


3. The police are doing their best to keep the situation under 
control and demonstrations have now been banned, 


Foreign Office please pass to Amman as my telegram No.87- 


. SECRETARY OF STATE. 
(HDLeM/HA ). 
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Addressed to Foreign Office 552 (date omitted) 


Repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, t, Jerusalem and Amman, 
SECRET GIANT. 4 o\ 


Your telegrams Nos, 2211 and 2222 to Cairo. = PALESTINE, 


I made the commmnication to the acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs this morning. I omitted the first sentence of paragraph 
4 although I know that at least His Majesty's Minister Beirut 
had included it in his, In any case it seemed to me that as the 
evacuation is through the port in the North of Falestine it would not 
be difficult to guess in what direction the evacuation would take 
place, . Further commmication in this point could always be made 
and indeed I think there would be definite advantage in making it 
clear beyond the possibility of doubt that (as I understand to be the 
case) even after the military have been withdrawn there will be 
considerable British police forces attached to the civil administration 


2, The only point raised by the acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
was whether the word "stores" in the second paragraph of telegram 
No,.2211 ‘included munitions, I would naturally give him no 
categorical answer and promised to enquire, He is evidently 
anxious about this, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.2272 of December 7th, 


Repeated to Jerusalem, Baghdad, Jedda, Damascus, Beirut, Amman, 
UKDEL New York and Washington, (A\ 


SECRET. 1h 
Ure ’ 


Your telegram No.2222 = PALESTINE. o 


Jerusalem telegram to you 2346 and your telegram under 
reference only reached this Embassy yesterday evening and I had 
handed the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs an aide memoire 
yesterday morning based on your telegram No.2211 and containing the 
sentence in question, : 


2. I take the High Commissioner's point to be that the Arab States 
must understand that any aggressive or subversive action in any part 
of Palestine pending the termination of the Mandate and Mandate 
administration will in effect be directed against us whether British 
militery forces have already withdrawn from a particular area or not. 
To avoid any possibility of misunderstanding of our position I think 
it would be well to make this clear to the Kgyptien Government 
though I do not imegine it will modify their attitude as stated to 
His Majesty's Minister (See my telegram No.2266 paragraph 3 fifth 
sentence) and as since repeated to me. Please telegraph immediately 
if you wish me to do s0, 


3- Iam reporting separately the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
reaction to the aide-memoire, 


(CJB/HA). 
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DMEDIATE, 





SECRET, 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.2229 of December 8th Baghdad, 
Jedda, Damascus, Beirut, Amman and repeated for information 
to U.K. Del, to the United Nations New York, Washington, Jerusalen, 
B.“.E.O. and Aden, 


My telegrams Nos, 2211 and 2272 to Cairo, 


If you have already made a commmication to the Government 
to which you are accredited on the basis of my telegram No,2211 
to Cairo please make it clear that the first sentence of paragraph 
4 refers only to the military withdrawal, Until the end of the 
Mandate the Palestine Government will remain administratively 
responsible throughout Palestine, irrespective of (whether) or 
not the military forces have been withdrawn from any particuler 
areas 


2. It is important that commmications made to the Arab 
Governments should be identical, If therefore any of His 
Majesty's Representatives have not used the first sentence of 
paragraph 4. of my telegram No,2211 to Cairo or the amplifications 
suggested above they should now (do so). 
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From :— (Mre Trott) JEDDA 





Despatched 9/12/47 (10.00). Received 9/12/47 (19.00). 


of 9th December, 19476 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.400 of December 9th. 
Repeated to Arab Posts and B.M.E.O. an 

CONFIDENTIAL ee 

Your telegram No.1108 to Baghdad, = PALESTINE, 

I conveyed your message to Sheik YUSUF YASIN on December 
6th on the eve of his departure for Cairo, He said that he 
would report it at once to Ibn Saud but asked whether similar 
restraint has been urged on the Jews and hinted at large scale 
operations which they are making and at increased illegal 
immigration. 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0O. as my telegram No.52. 


(HDLeM/HA). = 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From:— Cairo To :— HM. ee 


Received 9/12/47 






of 9th December, 1947. 


DUEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,.228, of December 9th, 
Repeated to Amman, Damascus, Baghdad, Beirut, Jedda and Jerusalem, 


Meeting of Political Committee of Arab League was held at 
the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the afternoon of 8th 
December after the meeting which was held in secret AZZAM Pasha 
dictated the following Communique to the Press - Begins. 


(The Heads and Representative of the Governments of the 
States of the Arab League held their first meeting to draw up 
prompt measures in accordance with the decisions taken by the 
Council of the League during the course of its last meetings in 
the Lebanon this organisation will continue its meetings to 
complete the radical steps demanded by situation - ends, 


2. Questioned by the press AZZAM Pasha exferendxtm refused to 
be drawn asked why Haj Amin el Husseini (who had previously 
arrived in Cairo on board a special Egyptian Aeroplane) did not 
attend the meeting AZZAM is stated to have explained that it was a 
special meeting of the heads of the Governments of the Arab 


countries only. 

3. During the course of.the morning a preliminary meeting of those 
heads of the Arab Governments who were then in Cairo was held at the 
Arab League offices and attended also by Haj Amin el Husseini and 
AZZAM Pasha on leaving this preliminary meeting the press quotes Haj 
Amin el Husseini as saying 


(The sword has spoken let the pen be silent) and Sheikh 
Youssif Yassin) there will not be decisions but action. 


he According to the press a further meeting will be held this 
6 De 
evening at © Pelle : 
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no. 2365 TOP SECRET AND PERSONAL MOST IMMEDIATE 
MORNING, 
Repeated: AMMAR (BY BAG) S20 Savery 


CAIRO NO. Q. (L 
UKDEL NEW YORK NO. S 


I saw Mr. BEN GURION and DR. KHALIDI yesterday and 
communicated to them the contents of your No. 3151. Both 
asked questions as to the arrival of the commission to which 
I replied I was without information. Both referred to the 
question of the free port and the importation of arms, As 
I have already stated the latter is clearly a crucial issue 
to them. I could mét of course at present give either assurance 
to the one or reassurance to the other. Dr. KHALIDI said that 
we should know that it was the firm intention of the Arab 
Higher Committee not to co-operate wit! the UNO Commission in 
any way. He also asked a number of questions regarding details 
of the- evacuation which were nlso premature at present. 


2. I took the opportunity of expressing, particularly to 
the Jews, my views on the behaviour of both conmunities during 
recent disturbances, 
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Of 9th December, 1947 





IMPORTANT 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.401 of December 9th, 
Repeated to Arab Posts and B.M.E.O. 

CONFIDENTIAL - PALESTINE, 

Gellatly Hankey & Co, Ltd, inform me that they have been 
approached for a subscription to a fund now being raised for 
help about Palestine. Many SAUDI firms and individuals have 
promised large sums and though the Minister of Finance has said 
that it would be shameful to (approach) foreign firms they, 
including American and Dutch firms, are nevertheless being DUNNED, 
2, I have told Gellatly Hankey & Co. Ltd, that in my opinion 
they would be justified in replying that they could not gehr Tow 
what was essentially a Moslem religious undertaking. 


3. From my U.S, Colleague I gather that the King refused to 
allow any demonstrations either in the HEJAZ or in the NEJD . 


4. This fund is the only outward action which the King is 
permitting here. Mr. CHILDS of course considers the U.S, 
firms cannot subscribe. . 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. as my telegram No.53. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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Rpta. Cairo No. ls, Beirut No. 6, serumaten os fa, 
BeMsEB.O. Noo 96, No. 8 and 


andi C. in Ce Med. No. 15. 


Acting Consul Aleppo reports tow closed and some 
sporadic shooting, The Alliance Isreelite ‘chool, two 
Synagogues end a Jewish cafe, a club and e motor shop have hai 
contents destrayed by demonstrators, as have also an Armorian 
club and the A,B,C. stores. No casualties.. 


2. - British subjects in Aleppo have not yet been molested. 
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Cemin-C. ied. 


My telesram to. 2205: -'eekly Intelligence Appreciation. 


The U.ll. decision was receivecl with jubildtion by the 
Yishuv generally, even those factiions of the extreme Left 
and Right who are in principle opriosed to partition joining 
in the general rejoicin;. The Jex's have exploited to the 
uttermost the goodaaturcd reluctance of the police in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem to interfere with their hysterical 
celebrations of victory; and the ,rabs for their part, in 
aiood of bitterness and universal, suspicion were in most 
cases not slow to believe that this display of tolerance 
vas evidence that Great Britain's :sympathies had all along 
lain with their adversaries. 


2. The Arabs almost to the last htad expected that they 
could auster sufficient support to avert a two-thirds 
wajority, and the vote of the Asseitbly, which showed the 
virtual isolation of the lMoslem blcic, caime as a shock 
which was intensified by contrast ulith the expectation that 
a last-moment move for some form of' compromise would rally 
sufficient support to obviate the piwossibility of a Jewish 
statce The Husseinis were disposed to exploit the 
prevailing disillusion so as to involve Great Britain 

in the general wave of Arab xenophobia. levertheless it 
has becose apparent during the weel: that the mass of the 
Arab population of Palestine harbours little if any i1i- 
will/to the British, and is reluctant to get dawn into 
‘hostilities with the Government‘bef ore the latter's 
Gevarture. But the intensity of Av ab feeling should not 

be underestimated; and there is a ec onstant danger lest our 
endeavours to :zaintain the peace sh.ould, as in the past, 
place us in the position of primary’ antagonist. The 

Jews for their part are avowedly dc'sirous of parting with 
us on good terms; but it may well i.e that their impatience 
to build up the strength of the fuiiure Jewish state, before 
British protection is withdrawn, wi.il compel the admin- 
istration to adopt a role which Je.my will represent to 
the United lations as obstructive, and which .aay lead to 
strained relations before our Gepa: tures ’ 


ms: . 

Se The inter-conmunal clashes which accompanied the 
three day Arab strike, although not without their ugly 
wouents, were a good deal less serious and extensive than 
the newspapers wight lead one to suppose. All the indic- 
ations are that they were not centrally instigated or 
organised, and indeed a high proportion of the participants 
in Jerusalem were youngsters in their 'teens. That the 
Arabs were not bent on serious trouble is illustrated by 
their comparatively small use of firearms, in contrast to 

their frequent and usually premature use by the Hagana. 
The latter's role has been lauded in the Jewish press; and 
this, coupled with a campaign against the police as being 
indifferent to the safety of Jewish lives and property, is 
doubtless designed to make it difficult for the admin- 
istration to object to the HNagana's overating openly hence- 
forward. 


4. One fact which has been made strikingly apparent 
during the past week is the inability of the Arab lligher 
Soasittee, cither individually or collectively (so long as 
the tiufti is abroad) to direct the Arab masses. They were 
never iiore than passengers in the boat. The present 
inclination to leave watters to the Arab states is no 

doubt largely duc to a realisation that the Arabs of 
Palestine under the prescat Arab Higher Coujittee direction 
are incapable of effective action. 


Se There is further evidence in support of the view 
expressed in paragraph 4 o? :ay telegraa under feference 
that the hearts of Tews are set on obtaining Jerusalem for 
the Jewish state. it is significant perhaps that a number 
of "national iastitutiors", including the Chief Rabbinate, 
are not after all to trans*er themseIves to Tel Aviv. 


6. According to unconfismed but probably correct reports 
@ simall illegal imsigrant ship evaded the naval patrols and 
landed soué 170 illegal imiigrants near Tel Aviv on the 
night of Srd December. Press reports state that 124 of its 
passengers caie from Dastern Burope and that 50, fron 

North Africa, were transhipped to the vessel at sea. 


Copy ‘to: 4A.0.%. 
0.6. 
D.3. 0. 
B.G.S. (Intelligence) 
GeHe jes 1g saw dawks 


thro' D.S.0. 


(Ld 
Code, Cypher 8 ° T E : E G R A M ; AW 


or Clear ? 


From. GOVERHUR ADEM, 





To 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


SisSu7 it 


Hoe 22> aeORET> «9 LAAT me 


at 1720 bre 


BeP@ec pp. 27490—10,000-23-4-17 


Despatched Se 22047 ot 1645 Dawe 


A@@pesse’ to Seeretery of “tate 415 repeated 593" 
23, Jeruselem 12, Beghded 9, Danesous 154, Jecde 73, Ammen 156 
Glerseelem plegee pag) fr Governcr aden beecm er Gthe 


my seeret telegraes 415. 


Situetion generally ealewer vut reported eperadic fire 
reiaing sttempte heve sti:! been sede and 1 sense ugly mood 
emem hooligen Arebe that tacy “seve Bot yet finished the 
on crater curfew 1 Sted from noon to dunk aod rominponed 

ii) firet light there and Tawehi. Lebour oil] generally 
interrupted. Known essualtice to date - 34 Ar o@, 7? Infians, 
75 Jews Killed. ome hundreds injur-d of both ecxmunitics 
have pesecd tapough hospitel er ere sti. detseined, 


2e i eonvened iegisletive council yesterday to re@cive ay 
exnouneex 6 of events end -easurcs teBem ani conteaplated 
ena to give forsal spor wel of rrcelasetion of stete of 
emerge neze 


Se eweeent relative csiamesese ic result of Grestic repressive 
measures Ly Fortress Counsnéer vith f rces ct Bis Giaposele 

it aust mot be Aignhtiy dbeliewed yot to go doeper than the 
curfece fur sithough the more inte) Ligent end leeding srevs 
heave welcomed militery and esveciacily intervention, the mob 
element sre sullen, resestfal «o4 unsatiefied. 


he foregoing is report to 1:50 hours todsye 


PGse 
Tt December, 127. 





(COPIED ) 


Cade NOPE 


Br Clear ?...........:. 


hess a“ A (bl) 
2 (8/1014/47) TELEGRAM ? re. 
Qalfic . 


From HeE. the High Cormissioner, 
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Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 
1722 


Addressed to Secretary of State. Repeated to Washington, 
Memin ( Please pass to Ambassador and Coumander in Chief) 
Baghdad, Amman, Beirut, Damscus, Jedda, Aden. 


Local reactions to U.N. decision, There were continued 
disorder in the Jaffa- Tel Aviv area last night and this 
morning 9th December with a considerable volum of firing by 
both Jews and Arabs each side sustaining casualties, several of 
which were fatal. The:ie were also further cases of arson. 


During the afternoon of 8th December a military escort to 
a Jewish convoy was fired on outside Jaffa, one British soldier 
being killed and another wounded, 


During the night a large scale Arab attack develoned on 
the Hatiqva quarter adjoining Tel Aviv city, in the course of the 
attack armed Arabs entered a house and wounded six Jews by gun 
fire, abducting a Jewish, At least one Arab was killed in the 
attack and several were wounded. 


This morning police armoured cars on the Jaffa Tel Aviv 
border were attacked with fire bombs and automatic fire. Two 
British policemen were injured, one seriously. A third British 
police man was seriously injured when shot by a Jew. 


In Haifa there have been a number of incidents during the 
past 24 hours including fatal casualties to both Arabs and Jews 
as well as mich promiscuous shooting by both sides, A British 
police man was shot dead when following up persons who had fired 
on a police armoured car. Two Jews weve killed when a Jewish 
truck was held up by Arabs at Baladeshkeih . 


Three Jews and an Arab travelling together in a car were 
murdered by Arabs near Wadi Sarrar in the Lydda District, 


There was some shooting between Arabs and Jews near the 
wailing wall in Jerusalem but generally the situation has been — 
quite in Jerusalem and other parts of the country with the 
exception of the Jaffa- Tel Aviv area and Haifa, 
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D\NEDLATE 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.592 of December 10th. 


Repeated to U.K, (Delegation omitted) New York, Washington, Baghdad, 
Beirut, Damascus, Jedda and Amman, 


SECRET, 
CLAYTON saw SALIH JABR yesterday and following iff his report. 


I found Salih Jebr more stubborn and unyielding on the Palestine 
question than I have ever known him, 


2. I told him that I was speaking to him personally and as an old 
friend, Could he not find a way out of the situation which would not 
repeat not land Palestine in fighting ? Once it began there was no 
saying where it might end and if the Arabs began it they would be 
resisting a decision made by the United Nations 


3. His Excellency said emphatically that he could see no repeat no 
way of avoiding fighting. The Arabs could not repeat not agree to 4 
Jewish State in any case but the one proposed would contein at least an 
equel number if not a majority of Arabs, No repeat no Arab Government 
could resist the demand of its people that the Arabs of Palestine 
should receive every possible aid in arms men and money, The Arabs 
were ready to still stand by all their offers towards the Jews but if 
the idea of partition was carried through the Arabs mst resist it. 

If the United Nations or American or Russian troops came to implement 
it the Arabs would fight them, They knew they would lose in that 
case but they mst fight. He believed the Americans and perhaps 

the British timgukt thought the Arabs were not serious. He assured 
me they were. Their people were calling for the implementation of the 
BLUDAN resolutions including the severing of economic relations and 
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cancellation of oil concessions. The Arabs were prepared to do 
this. If Ibn Saud refused xm he would be treated as an enemy, He 
realised that it meant temporary ruin for Iraq and the abandonment 
of their many projects for develo ment, but the sacrifice would be 
made, Who was going to gain from all the chaos ? It could only 
be the Russians, 


he His Excellency said that the presence of our troops in the 
country while the Commission was functioning might involve the one 
danger he wanted to avert - a clash between British forces and the 
Arabs (at our = sic as our intended) troops would have to protect 

the Commission, I said that there must be a gap between the 
termination of our administration and the final withdrawal of the 
troopse In that case he said let the comission be situated somewher 
away from any of our troops. He also urged that the withdrawal 
should be expedited as much as possible, 


5. I begged His Excellency to work for moderation and urged that the 
League should not commit itself irretrievably. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL and Washington as my telegran : 
Nos, 373 and 54 respectively. 


Beirut please pass to Yemascus as my telegram No.61, 
MEMIN. 


SEE RLLARY OM STATEX 
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DAGDIATS 


Addressed to Secretary of State 2388, Repeated 
Washington 292, Memin 188 (Please pass to Ambassador and 
Commander in Chief) Baghdad 94, Amusn 1732, Beirut 1733. 
Local reactions to undecision, 


The situation has generally improved during the 
24 hours ending 1900 hours on 10 December. In Jerusalem there 
was sporadic firing during the night, One British constable 
was stabbed by an Arab and slightly injured. This mming 
Jewish traffic was stoned near the Jaffa Gate and one Jew 
was stabbed . The Jews opened fire wounding two Arabs, 18 
Arabs broke out of Acre prison amd escaped aided by fire fron 
the towm, 2 Arabs were seriously and 7 were slightly injured. 
1 British constable was slightly injured, Yesterday evening 
6 Jews amd a Jewess from Geverlot colony in the Gaza District 
were attacked by Arabs all save one being killed. During the 
night a large party of Jews attacked Karatiya village and 
demolished a hut with explosives no casualties. The situation 
in the Jaffa- Tel Aviv area showed marked improvement, though 
there were a few cases of arson to Arab and Jewish prope.ty. 
One Jew was injured when a police pa.ty escorting curfew 
breakers was fired on. Haifa was the chicf site of disomer, 
A Jewish supernumerary corporal was stabbed, a Jewish civilian 
shot and a third Jew stabbed during the period, A Jewish taxi 
attacked by an Arab at the railway stating shot his assailant 
dead. An Arab was shot and severely injured near Gluckson 
settlewent. 


Totoal civilian casualties up to 1700 hours on 9 
Decenber are dead 46 Jews, 32 Arabs, 1 other; seriously injured 
29 Jews, 34 Arabs, 1 other; injured 141 Jews, 66 Arabs, 5 others 
(British). Casualties to security forces A.L. 4 dead (2 British); 
5 seriously injured (4 British) 18 injured (11 British) ends, 
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‘Addressed to Foreign Office No.5&5 2nd. December, 1947. 
and #epeated to (Saving) Cairo No.10, Jedda No.33, Amman No. 
lif Damascus No.15, Beirut No.37, Jerusalem No.4d and sagded 
No. 35. { 


Beirut telegram No. }to you. From Clayten,. 


Azzam stated definitely to me that there was no {no} 
Commander=in-Chief or Figher Command as normally under: teoi. 
The only co-ordinating authority was the technical comitice, 
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MOST DMEDIATS 


Addressed to Cairo telegram Noe22h3 of December 10th, Baghdad, 
Beirut, Damsscus, Amman and Jedda, 


Repeated to UKDEL New York, Washington and Jerusalem, 


SECR=T, ate OF 


2 
My telegram No.2211 to Cairo, 


The Colonial Secretary who will probably speak first in the 
House of Commons debate on Palestine on December llth and 12th will 
announce that Sir Cadogan has been sent instructions to inform the 
United Nations Commission of H.M.G's outlined plan for withdrawal 
and to express the hope that they will see their way (to) (seeing that 
their arrangements conform to this plang Mr. Creech=Jones will go 
on to say that the date on which it is proposed the Mandate should be 
terminated in May 15th 1948 and that it will be impossible for us to 
allow the Commission to arrive in Palestine until shortly before the 
termination of the Mandate, 


2. You should inform the Governments to which you are accredited 
on December 11th that this statement will be made in London on that 


day. 


3. Mr. Creech-Jones' statement will also probably contain references 
to the proposal in United Nations, that a Jewish sea-port should be 
evacuated at a very early stage and to immigration, Both of these 
points are to be discussed by Ministers on the morning of December 111) 
and it will not be possible to send you instructions to make a 
communication on these points to the Government to which you are 
accredited until the afternoon of that day. I leave it to your 
discretion whether to make a separate communication on the lines 

of paragraph (1) above and a further communication when you receive 


further/..2 
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further instructions on the other two points or whether you should 
not make any commmicetion until you can include the references 
to these two points as well, 


he In view of the enquiry in paragraph 6 of Baghdad's telegram 
No.1200 to (? groups omitted) you should if you think it desirable 
inform the Government to which you are accredited that British 
Forces intend in the course of their withdrawal to abandon no 
repeat no weapons ammunition or warlike stores in Palestine. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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From :— The Foreign Office,LONDON, To ae Bele, AMM AN, 


Despatched 11/12/47 (19.00). Received 11/12/47 (22,20). 


of 11th December, 1947. 





MOST Ih? EDIATE 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.2248 of December 11th and Baghdad, 
Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Jedda, 


Repeated for information to UKDEL (New York) Washington and 
Jerusalem, 
L 


CONFIDENTIAL. GIANT. 
My telegram No.2243 to Cairo paragraph 3. 


The Colonial Secretary's speech will include the statement that 
the question of evacuation of a Jewish seaport presents difficulty 
and must be studied with the U.N, Commission because it touches 
on the question of immigration, As regards immigration, he will 
say that the Jewish and other Powers must realize the necessity 
of the continuance of control while we retain mandate, It is 
essential that, during this period, nothing is done to inflame 
feelings on either side, Reference will also be mde to the 


necessity of clearing camps in Cyprus. 
2. You may inform Government to which you are accredited of the 


abovee 
S"CRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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No. 1 


Addressed to Secretary of State. Repeated Washington, { 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Baghdad, 
Damascus, Beirut, Aden, Jedda, Amman, British Consul Aleppo. 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO ECISION. The situation has been generally 
quieter during the past 2} hours except in Haifa, There have 
been some incidents in Jerusalem envolving fatal casualties to 
\ Co Jews and Arabs but the trou there has not been on a 
‘large scale. (pe —— 
Se C 
The following were chief incidents reported in Haifa 
since ny telegran No. 238%—= 


(a) Unknown persons shot and killed a British Amy N.C.0. 
and dangerously wounded another during the evening. 


(b) The body of an Arab who had been shot was found at 
1700 hours, 


(c) Two Jews dressed as Arabs held up the watchnan of an 
Arab Bus Conmany garage during the night and set fire to two 
buses and a car (This incident has been claimed by the Haganah) 
A police amnoured car which arrived on the scene was fired on, 


(ad) At 0600 hours a bonb was thromm from a Jewish truck 
killing one Arab and wounding five near Balad esh Sheikh, 


(e) An Arab Legion guard was fired on by Jews and replied 
killing one Jew. 


(f) At 0700 hours a bomb was thrown from a Jewish taxi # 
seriously injuring three Arabs, 


(g) <A Jew was admitted to hospital seriously injured by 
gun fire. 


(h) At 1325 hours an Arab bus and a private car were wrecked 
by a bomb, Four Arabs were killed and a number injured, “4 


In Jerusalem two Jews were wounded by: gun fire this 
morning. Shortly after two Arabs were killed by fire from 
the Jewish quarter of the old city, and a police party which 
went to the scene was fired on. A third Arab was later shot in 
the same vicinity at noon a bonb was thrown at an Arab Bus, 
one Arab was killed and one injured. 


The Jaffa-Tel Aviv area has been generally qual This 
afternoon bombs were thrown from a Jewish car passing through 
Yazur wrecking an Arab Cafe and the convoy was fired on by 
Arabs, one Jew being killed, It is not established whether 
Jews or Arabs were the first aggressors, 


A convoy of four Jewish buses was attacked on the Hebron 
road this evening by 1} Arabs, Unconfirmed reports give 9 
Jews dead and 6 seriously injured, 
A Jewish bus was fired on the Samakh- Beisan toad 
this evening by Arabs, 2 Jews being injured, Orr) , ; 
Secsagae AU. is 


ENON, AE al Nicene 


Ba 





®- 


Reference paragraph 1(b) of my telegram No.2388 
there were no repeat no casualties during the Acre 
goal bresk. Ends. 

~ 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


FILE NO.S/101,/47 . TELEGRAM. 


From :— 4.M, Minister, AMMAN, To:— Memin, CAIRO. 





IMMEDIATE 
Your telegram No.33. C ‘ 
Please repeat the number of our telegram to Foreign 
Office of which you require copy urgently. 


(MH/HA). 
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From :— B.M.E.O. CAIRO. To:— HM. M sed AMMAN, 


Despatched 11/12/47 (12.10). Received 11/12/47 (20.00). 


of loth December, 1947. 





DOQEDLIATE 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.597 of December 10th 


Repeated to UKDEL New York, Washington, Damascus, Amman, Baghdad, 
Beirut and Jedda, 


CLAYTON reports as follows, 


2. I saw RIADH SUIH this morning and found him very depressed 
about the situation, I asked him if (some) means could not be 
found to avoid bloodshed and fighting in Palestine, He said he 
feared that it was inevitable, Public opinion in the Arab countries 
was so strong that it would be impossible for any Government to 
prevent volunteers coming to assist the Arabs once serious fighting 
had begun, Any who tried to do so would be (over) thrown. This 
applied to 211 the Arab states even to Transjordan, He was quite 
as anxious as anybody to avoid a clash with the British forces but 
he urged that the U.N. Commission should not appear in Palestine till 
after the termination of the Mandate. I showed him forecast in 
todays press which he had not seen to the effect that the process of 
transference of authority from the Mandatory to the Commission 
would not begin till May 1st and would be finished by May 15th. 
Nevertheless, he still urged that the Commission should not appear 
until the mandate was definitely terminated though of course some 
officials would have to remain for handing over. He said nothing 
as to the Arab plans after the termination of the mandate except 
that there would inevitably be fighting which had indeed already 
begun. I urged the necessity of avoiding chaos in the Arab areas 
after the British authority had been withdrawn as Bedouin and Bands 
would be quite indiscreminate in their activities and destroy the 


economy of the country. 
A eove2 
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If the Arabs value world opinion they should show that they 
can maintain order. He agreed and said that some sort of 
administration would obviously be necessary for this purpose 
but the Arabs could not accept partition in Palestine, 


3, Despite his intransigegance I formed the impression that he 
would like to see a way out‘of the dangers of the situation but felt 
that the matter had got out of his control. I doubt however 

if he can be relied u to exercise any moderating influence 

(group becehaeesiey Sik the League deliberations. 


MEMIN. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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From a 
HIS MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR, 
Cairo. 
DCS DEG Meer sess: A A as eecssa cn 





(Date and Time) 





No. 112 SAVING. 





Addpeseea to Foreign Office, telerrm ‘o. 
222 of Nth Yeeembor, 19"7, reneeted oavine to 
JeGida HO. °7, Jerucrlem No. 119, Feirut ce 93, 
“neteat Ko. OF, Ammon No. 117, Upmnreunr Ho. *7e 


My telocrem “o. 2786, 


Arabic oresr coatiouce to condemn the 

United “ations UOrgeniestion © elision to osrtittor 
roleetine in cutecoken teopme. Ahram comp sree 
ritsin te ‘ontius PAlot« weehing his hente of blood 
of "tite duet Hen“. the Fotla saleo hol¢s “‘Pitein 
reeponeikle for sortition of slestine re the 
oricinetor of the Yelfour O clerstion, «on daes “hres 

s in 5 seeond srtiele. “eekly Hore ol Yoursef eommores 
Pitcin’s sttituce to thet of policemen who tat 
been tribe’ by thief to stand by with nic eyes cloee’. 
'L Wide cugeeete thet Britain breked 011° aanoouvres 
and intriguce, viich resulted in the United ‘stisane 
Crgeniestion ceetsion in or’er to ocush “merica into 
the role of ehtef villein ond Cirtraet hetres 
fram hereelf. 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


2 10.12.47. ? — 
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Bo.130. Addressed to Poreien Office No.5%, repeated 
to Reirut, Jerusalem, Middle fast “Minister. 


My telegram no.556. Confidential. 
Emir Hassan al ALTRASH called on =~ Oriental 


the British. He went on to say that they woma 

be quite ready to fight against the Syrians if a 

situation arose in which British troops or police 
were being attacked by the Syrians. 


26 Oriental Seeretary thanked him for the first 
undertaking and said that the Syrian Covernment were 
milikely to take any action which would bring them into 
conflict with the British. "mir however insisted that it 
was more than likely (group corrupt) Syrian nationals, 

if not Syrian Government armed forces. within a few weeks 
would be fighting agahst the British security forces 

in Palestine. eS ee ee Oe Cee 


ready to 
attack these on a word from us. He added that should 
fight break out between the Syrians and Trans 
re fight for the latter. 


Jerusalem please pass téAmman as my 
telegram 77 Saving. 





ELM. 
11.12.47. 
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HIGH Ee FOR PALESTINE NeMeMinister, Beirut 
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Hoe 1714 SECREP 


repeated to Secretery of State Noe 1375 
N@e 
J h Hoe 97 
Damescus Woe 1715 
HeWeAe Cairo hoe 154 (Please pass copy to WkuIN) 
A@ex. NOe 1716 
A@mR SeVing 824 


Your telegraw lio. 155 - iithdrawel. 


As there have been sowe misuncer- 
standing in this astter i should to make it clear for 
the inforwstion of it.4. Representatives in the arabe stetes 
that it is to saintein civil aGministration throughout 
pelestine the 15th Maye so fer as the withéreval of 

Co. 
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Nee 16 IMAEDIAPE SSCREP 


H@e 9910 Seere of state for the colonies telegran 
Hee 419 repeated BPitish “iddle rest office, cairo, 
telegram lide a —— Comaiesionuer, Jerusclea, Melle 


ug secret unnuabered telegram of Deceuber oth 
timed 1555... 


= — ae pues morning nay cggminad 

iaprered but v nee 3 Gangerously ncer 

eurfecee. Arwed police killed ome Areb end wounded two 
im looting cesses on Jondaye io curfews last night 

except in Jewioh .warter of creter where a sniper is etill 
anloested. raed police sre grodually resuming control 


esate Se ana gr Ay — 

Othaesa, will soon 500? 

Dee ee ea ree soled alatrcbution Commtece unter 
wagnes in Occupants sre all Yemenis who 
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EN C TELEGRAM. 
FROM : CarRO DSSPD: 1710 9/12 
TO : FOREIGN OFFICE 
iO. 3 2285 TED: 9th December,1947, 
IMPORTANT. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,2285 of 
9th December, repeated to U,K, Delegation New York 
elegra 41 CO) steep ait wey Baghdad_No.98 
BStPEE Ror 84 5 Ramage e y Jgedda No,10l, Serusalem No.ll2, 


Press reports that mats Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has sent Following telegram to Secretary-~Gencral of United 
Nations Organisation. 


e gins In accordance with the decision of the 
Guesret 5s t mn 39th November awee eke Sccurity Council 


scmb oO 
is called soca te take the necessary steps outlined in 
the scheme for the partition of Palestine to put this 
decision into effect. as the Security Counoil will 
probably be invited to meet shortly to examine the Palestine 
gucstion, the Zgyptian Government, in accordance with 


Articole 31 of the Charter and articlcs 14, 37 and 38 t 
provisional Statutes of tho Soutelt mc cusste 40 "RS Sonstacred 
an intercsted pert in tac Palestine rege and in peace 

in Palestine, and to be rcprescnted at the scssion which the 
Council will hold to examinc the Palcstinc question. 


2s Tac Egyptian Government has given Mahmoud Fawzi Boy, 
ite permanent dclcgate to United Nations Organisation, the 
powers of dcolcgate plonipotentiary during thc above-mentioncda 
Session, Ende, 


Foreign Offico please pase U.K. Delegation 
as my telegram No. Tio? P GB New York 


CAMPBELL. 


mus wo.gdoles” TELEGRAM. ame 
Cypher EYOTP h 
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oy 


The Foreign Office, LONDON, To __HM, Minister, AMAN, 


From :— 


Despatched 1/12/47 (16.20). Received 12/12/47 (10eh0). 





Addreused to Amman telegram Nioe559 of Denember 11th, 


Repeated for information to Jerusalem and SAVING to UXDEL ‘lew York 
Baghdad, (Beirut), Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, B.M.E.0, Cairo. 


SET C 
Your telgram Nos342. ~~ 
From the military point of view it is essentia) that the C inc 


cy 


b) the return to Trans jordan of units of the Arcb le:: 
the 
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future size of 
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This problem is under urgent consideration, 


that none of the units for which 


being regarded es the 
time come however it 
with the Trensjordan Government 


such units for e month 


because they are serving them in Pales 
month 


and the amount of H.M.G's 


tad 
prylaeal 
ft ink 


-~ 
o 


Before that 


2. As regards sub paragraph (b) above, you should know for your 
to pey for 
Trensjordan, © mE 


H,M.Ge pay only 
reg 
returned to Trensjordan before the end of 


own information that it is probeble 
prepared 


the Arab 


period. 


3/eeed 
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that it is about to be disbanded 


to inform you when an anncancement 





SECRETARY OF STATE, 
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¢ From: GAIRO : 1000 nyse 6.12.47 
4 + w 
To 3 FORGIGN OFFI / 9)» y 


No +: 2266 OTP Doted: 5.12.87 ef. 


> - + = - De ee ee Oo eb eee ae ee ee Oo SO a OS eS Oe oe SS -- 

addressed to Foreign Office No.2266 OfP of 5.12.47, repes ted 
Saving to Bagdad No.95, Ammon No.113, Jedda No.98, Damescus No. 88, 
Beirut 0.94, and informstion to K-rachi No. 1 9) 


IMPORTANT 
Your telegram No.218é 


Although it is Friday end therefore the day on which Govern- 
ment offices are closed I asked Egyotian Ninister for Foreign 
Affeire to receive Minister this morning in his office in order 
thet representations might be made slong the lines of your telegren. 
I took this somewhset unusuel ctep in order thet Egyptian Government 
aight know what wes in the mind of His Mcjesty's Government et « 
time when public excitfent sbout the Pelestine deetsion ie running 
high in ell Arab countries ond when the Egyption Government in 
perticular sre prepering to receive the Prime Ministers of the Arch 
Stetees who sre to mest in conference here next week to discuss the 






situ: tion. 

2. Minteter left vith Egyption Foreign Minister ee 
which followed closely the wording of your telegrom under reference. 
3. After listening with come slight show of impetience to whet 


Minister hed to sey Khesheba Peehe asked whot eteps H.M.G. were pro- 
peeing to teke in the meanwhile to prevent Jewish immigrstion into 
Pelestine and to prevent the strengthening still further of Jewish 
ermies. Whet stepe would be taken to prevent armed help coming from 
outside Palestine to the aseietence of the Jews? Could we expect 
Kgypt snd the other Arab Stetes to etend calmly by while this decic- 
fon to creste a Jewish state wes being imvlemented? It woe not o 
suestion of whet the Egyptian Government might think or wish to do 
but rether of oan uncontrollsble manifestetion of public feeling. He 
went on streight away to say that it would be impossible to restrain 
volunteers from being enrolled to defend the Arab couse in Prlestine 
end from deporting if they wished for Palestine. The day would come 
when the Areb Stetes would not be elone in their atthktude towsrds 
this Jewish state. Grect Britain and even Americe would live to rue 
the Gey of ite creation. The Jewigh state with ite powerful re- 
sources of propegsenda and money vould be a moet setive contre of 
Communism. Moreover it woulé not be content with its frontiers but 
would goon start expending. All the Arab Stetes therefore regarded 
it as a metter of life or death to supprese this Jewish stete or 
better still prevent ite crestion even ot this lete hour. 

4. Minister made the appropriste replies pointing out partice- 
ulerly thet no good purpose would be served, indeed the contrary, if 
British forces come into conflict with Areb oné it wae with refer=- 
ence to that possibility during the critical period of withdrawel 
that the present repreeentstions were being mode. 

5. Kheshabe Poshe said Britsin could contribute very substent- 
fally even now to » peaceful end politically edventageous solution 
of thie problem. During the recent discussions Britain hed felt com- 
pelled to stand on one side and teke no pert. This he underetood 
though he regretted it. Now however the die hed been cast and the 
cuestion erese of the practicability of implementing thie decision. 
The Arab Stetes were not going b leeve things ae they now stood. 
They would go back to the Security Council. Great Britain heaving no 
Girect responsibility for the United Nations decision should feel 
free to Gedare her opinion on both ite impracticability and injust- 
fee. She ought indeed to exercise her veto. Meanwhile he could give 
no essurence uvon the subject of the present representstione whieh 
he would have to diseucs with bie collengues. 


Foreign Office please pess to U.K. Delegetion New York «s 
my telegram No.107. CAMPBELL 
copy to BMEO 
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DESPD: 14,10 hrs, Ssi2.87. 
TO: FOREIGN OFFICE DATED: 6.12.47. / LbM 
NO: 2278 O.T.P. gio 


IMMEDIATE. . qq) . Hye 
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Addressed to Foreign Office Selegres No. 2278 0.T.P. of 
Sth December, 1947, repeated Saving to Bagded No. 96, Amman No. 
114, Jedda No. 99, Damascus No. 89, Beirut No. 95 and to : 
Karachi for information No. 2, and non-Saving to U.K. Delegation. 
New York, No. 109. 

My telegram No, 2266 / of Decembey. 5th: Palestine./ 


Minister for Foreign Affairs who had arrenged to return 
my call on December 6th et once referred to Palestine decision 
end to His Mejesty's Government's rermesenteations. He 
repetcd most of remerks mece to His Majesty's Minister on 
December 5th. I reitcrated points of our communicetion edding 
thet se Dr. Khalidi @ed ersurcd High Commissioner of wish of ™ 
Pelestine Arabs to collaborete with him for maintensnce 
of lew end c¥ier, Arabe outeide Palestine could surcly do 
the seme. Kheshebs Peshe, who throughout spoke with 
eprneetness, 89id no Egyptien Government. could prevent voluntccrs 
leeving Egypt. Any government trying to do so would lose all 
“puthonity, such wes the gen rel effervescence. Morcover tho 
feemont® who would voluntocr were those emongst whom excitement 
Mec croatest end it wae better for the eeko of lew and ordr in 
Egypt thet they should be out of the country. Egyptian 
Government deplored the disturbances end demago to intcreets 
of foreignere end sections of Egyotien poouletion erising out 
of demonetretions. I seid thet surely Egyptian Government 
felt eble to keep order. His Excellency seid thoy did end 
head teken ©1l measures to prevent demonetretione of © disorder-— 
ly kind: rt the eamc time mrintensnce of order by = sovern— 
mont @opended in lest resort on supsort of populer scntiment 
pnd the government would not herve thie if they .pr evented 
exit of voluntccrs. These would not be treincd here: he 
believed training end srming would teke plece in Syrir. 


ee His Exccllency went on to sey thet eny ection teken 

An Pelestine would not be directcd pgeinest us. The lest 

thing Egypt or ny Arsbs wented was eny cleshee with us. I 
pointed out »gein thet in view of our duty to keep ord-r it 

must heve thet cffect. I then reed end gave him e memorendur 
“4n sense of your telegram No. 2211, rnd spoke in soneo of 
peregraph 5 of thet telcgrem (point in persgreph 6 did not 
priee). Minister for Foreign Affeire listm.d ettentively 

end thenkcd m; and, reverting to hie earlier rcemerks, seid... 
thet wo heve preventod Arcts from srming themsclves} “the Jcowa 
hed found mcens of thrir own of getting srme; thoy hed 

well treineé forcc; they would no-doubt get now recruitea 

from furth:r immigration of young men trrined in Europe (not 
women end chiléren). Were the Arabe to b: required to weit, v..Aa 
their henés ticd behind their beeks, for their heeds to be cv" 
off snd @ricd? He felt wo wore ssking the impossibl:. But 

wee there not sciething we coulé do? Coulé wo not now 
Cemonstret«s our fricndehip for the Arrbe by etetine to the 


Sscurity/... 


— 





xa 


Security Couneil whet from our vest knowledc: of the Micdlc 
Ernst enc our experience in Palestine the incvitebly 
Ciseatrous results of the U.N.O.'¢. cision end ite injustic 
in our vicw? If we dic s0, pcorheps we might still srve 
the siturtion, He belicved the Arpbs would still reccpt 

® solution on the lines of thir finel proposel rt the 
Assombly, which sftcr 911 closcly resombled » plan we hed 
oureclves supported rt en carlicr etege, Could wo not put 
4t forwerd? Even if we feil.é, the feet of our stend would 
crlm Arsb opinion, show it our fricndship end prevont, he 
believed, ections lesdinz to clreshcs with us. . He aid not 
know whether we felt we could do this, but he esrncetly 
begzed us to coneid:r it. I geve him no encourergement to 
think His Majeety's Government could »act es he sugecetocd. 


Ze Kheshebe Pashs mece specirel reference to probability 
thet U.N.O. decision would result in bringing Russie into 
the Midéle Enet with proensct which could not sufficiently 
be deplored. 


4, Belgian Minister tclls me thet in » recent sudicnce 
he found King Frrouk cxtfholy bitter over pertition decision. 
Minister reerived impression thet this bitterness wes Gue to 

His Mr jeety fooling thet at a nomnt when Minister 1s convinced 

he erdently desires Anglo-Egyptinn settlement, he finds 

himself faced w’th the possible nced for ections which for thet 
reason he €id not wish to tekc. His Mejesty however said thet 
nothing woulé be done while we were still in Palestine, and 

Pleo thet if the Arebs found themselvce fecod by strong army, 

ef» the Amcricens, they would nxt be sble to do anything. fice 


Foreign Office please pess to U.K. Delegetion New 
York as my telogram No. 109. 


CAMPBELL, 


&. I. vu. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. /1 (~=fe. 
DMMBD LATE. y 
Addressed to Foreign Office No.1232 of 
and December. 
B.&¥.B.0. tel No.254, for Clayton. 


Repeated to Cairo, tel Kico.73, SAVING. 
Damascus, tel No.48, “ 
Beirut, tel No.44, * 
i No. . 


a, 0240, . 
Jerusalem, tel No.38," 


it has been suggested to me by Taufigq Sueidi 
that before action can be taken on the General 
Assembly's vote on Palestine, the matter mstbe 
discussed by the Security Council where the U.K. 
representative will be able to veto the partition 
plan. I assume that he was referring to para 2 
Article 11 of the Charter. 


2. As the tition of Palestine can now bs 
regarded as “a matter relating to the maintenance 
of international security and peace” I assume that 
if the matter were referred to the Security 
Council, the U.K., as a party to the situation, 
would under article 27 be precluded from voting 
and would therefore not have the opportunity to 
use its veto. 


3- I think it probable that this will be. 
discussed at the next meeting of the Arab League 
Council at Cairo. As the P.M. may wish to discuss 
this course of action with me before he leaves, or 
with Clayton in Cairo I should be grateful for 
instruetions as to line I should take. 


BUSK. 


-# 
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Addressed to Foreign Office Savingram No. 172 of 9th 
December, 1947, repeated Saving to Bagdad 97, Beirut 96, 
Jerusalem 111, Damascus 99, Amman 115, Jedda 100 and 
Alexandria 49. le near ae Hess 


WEEKLY APPRECIATION. 


The Palestine question has overshadowed all else this 
week. When the UNO decision was announced, the press came 
out with unanimous condemnation. The main attack was made 
against the U.N. Organisation itself, with America singled 
out for special attention. Later, however, following the 
lead of the Arah Higher Committee in Jerusalem, the "Ahram" 
and other papers began to picture Britain as the villain of 
the piece. Pained disappointment at Russia's attitude has 
also been widely voiced. Resolutions condemning the UNO 
decision were passed by all manner of Arab and Moslem 
societies. Various students’ organisations demanded with- 
drawal of the Arab States from UNO and the severing of 
diplomatic and economic relations with Britain and those 
countries which supported partition. These resolutions 
were written out in blood by one group and sent to the 
Palace. The "Ikhwan el Muslimeen" newspaper also demanded 
withdrawal from UNO. The Feminist Union sent a protest to 
this Embassy signed by Madame Huda Sharaw,. 


2. The UNO decision was the signal for demenstrations 
which rapidly deteriorated into rioting. In Caire, the 
Anglican Cathedral, the Greek Community Schools, the British 
Consulate-General and Trans-World Airlines together with a 
considerable number of shops of all nationalities, had 
windows broken. The fact that a number of Greek shops had 
suffered damage led Azzam Pasha to point out that Greece had 
opposed partition. Azzam Pasha is also reported to have told 
demonstrators who gathered outside the Arab League Head- 
quarters that they should express their true feelings by 
offering themselves as volunteers at the recruiting centres 
which would be opened; arms would be supplied to them at the 
appropriate time. The disturbances reached their climax on 
4th December when, following the burning of a tram and 
damage to others, mounted police were forced to charge a 
drowd estimated at 8,000 and shots were fired over the heads 
of the demonstrators. Disturbances were also reported from 
Alexandria and Mansourah and at Zagazig a crowd did much 
damage to the British Institute. 


ce On 4th December the Ministry of the Interior issued a 
communiqué to the effect that all demonstrations would be 
forbidden. Nokrashy Pasha stated to the press, however, 

that the mass meeting of Arab and Moslem org sations at the 
Azhar after the mid-day prayers on 5th December would not be 
interfered with provided it was held in an orderly fashion 
and strictly within the precincts of the Azhar. According to 
police estimates some 10,000 persons attended the meeting and 
some 20,000 congregated in the neighbourhood. Speeches were 


/ made 


2s 


made ty Saleh Harb, Azzam, Hassan-el-Banna, Ahmed Hussein 
and Allouba, whilst the Secretary of the Coptic 
Patriarchate expressed, amidst loud applause, the 
solidarity of Christians with their Moslem brothers. A 
number of resolutions, condemning partiticn and calling for 
concerted action, were passed. After the meeting the crowds 
dispersed quietly and there were no, incidents. 


4, The principal element in the distur!ances have been the 
students. Studies were due to hegin at Fouad I University 

on 29th November, but only about a quarter of the total 
number of students actually attended, a number demonstrating 
outside the university against the Government requirement 
that they should pay their fees in advance. The next day the 
students continued their demonstrations but this time they 
were directed against the UNO's decision. Some 180 assistant 
lecturers are on strike whilst a number of the holders of 
diplomas of technicai schools who had gone on hunger strike, 
(see Weekly Appreciation No. 169 of 28th November, paragraph 
4), were removed to hospital in a serious condition. 


5. Sheikh Hassan-el~Banna is reported to have addressed an 
open letter tio the Grand Rat:bi of Egypt in which he demanded 
the support of Egyptian Jewry for the Arab cause in 
Palestine. The Grand Rabi made a statement to the press 

to the effect that Egyptian Jews are an indivisible part of 
the Egyptian nation and that he had given orders to the 
Synagogues that services should be held in which the Jewish 
community would be exhorted to co-operate with their 
Egyptian brethren in the present circumstences. The "Ikhwan 
el Muslimeen" complained that the Grand Rabbi had failed to 
denounce openly the partition plan and the attitude of the 
Zionists and moreover that His Eminence had not replied to 
Sheikh Hassan~el-Bannais letter, 


6. Despite the Parquet's ban on the publication cf any” 
news concerning the Egyptian Army plot, (see Weekl 
Appreciation No. 169 cf 28th Novemler, paragraph 1), "Akhbar 
el Yom" published an article reporting the various rumours 
current in connection with the plot. The Opposition press, 
headed by "Misri" and "Kotla" expressed deep resentment thet — 
this paper should have flouted the Parquet's orders without 
action being taken against it. the "Parquet" also issued 

a communique stating thet reports concerning the plot 
published by foreign news agencies were much exaggerated. 


Ve The press reports that Attallah Pasha, Chief of the 
Egyptian General Staff, left for a short inspection of 
Egyptian units in Sinai and that during the course of his 
tour he was suddenly stricken with renal cholic. He is 
reported to have been flown back to Cairo. 


8. The trial of the 26 accused of the murder of the late 
Amin Osman Pasha and of other terrorist activities was 
reopened on lst December. The accused pleaéed not guilty 
to the main cherges and alleged that confessions had heen 
extracted from some of the eccused under pressure by the 
police and Parquet. The first day's evidence was devoted 
to the prosecution case. The second day opened with an 
aside on Palestine, when a Jewish, Coptic and a Moslem 
lawyer each expressed the solidarity of ail Egyptians o° 
whatever faith over Palestine. The delegate of the Ministry 
of Justice stated that justice was not to be expected from 


/ politicicns, 


3. 


ryittictans, whiist the President of the Court declared 
that instead of being an apostle cf peace, the U.N. had 
veeled itself as the enemy of peace, These statements 
.6re greeted with loud applause. The trial continued after 
2 *plef adjournment. Nahas Pasha was then called and 
ciosely cress»cxamined *y the defence on his part in the 
events of 4th February, 1942, Nahas Pasha maintained that 
ne hat acted as a true patristic Egyptian and despite his 
resentment at the events which occurred on that date, had 
Jbeyed his king's orders that he should form a Cahinet. He 
ha’ maintained independence of the British, refused many of 
their demancs and had teen anything but pro-British. The 
eruss-examination cf Nahas Pasha and the defence's request 
that other political leaders should be summoned to give 
evidence is thougit to he designed to prove that political 
deveicpments were at least extenuating circumstances for 
some of the attacks, There have heen a number of scenes 
luring the course of the case and there were several brief 
adjousnments to enable order to he restored. The press has 
feutured photogcaphs of Nokrashy Pasha and Makram Eheid Pasn2 
an friendly and animated conversation in the intervals 


vetween sittings, 


re 
€ 


hs Prepafiations had heen meade and several triumphal ercnes 
ecected for Heykai Pasha's return from UNO. According tw 
the press, H.E asked that 1n view of the UNO decision thc 
iliuminations showvld be cancelled and triumphal arches 
removed, this efter there hed been much criticism in Saadist 
and other non-Liheral newspapers of proposals for a grend 
reception for the Pasha. 


<0. The cholera epidemic is now virtually over. Only one 
death and two fresh cases, (all in the Fayoum) were reported 
curing the 24 hours ending midnight 4th December. In ci. 
Tather over 10.00U deaths were recorded througheut the whole 
cepidenic a:cording to a press interview with the Minister of 


Public Health. 


ii. The appointment of Doctor Ibrahim Shawki Bey, the Dean 
cil the Faculty of Medicine at Fouad I University, to the 
rectorship of the University has caused dissatisfaction with 
otners who considered they hed a prior claim to the post. 
The rector of Farouk I University is reported to have 
tendere? his resignation but on receiving the Minister of 
Education's explanation, to have withdrawn it. Doctor 
Musnaraffa, who had been Acting Rector, is reported to have 
appealed to the Council.of State for Doctor Shawki Bey's 
appointment to te invalidated. According to the Health 
Spine of this Embassy, Showki Bey is = -kedly pro- 
T2LULSi. 


12. The Egyptian Government's note to His Majesty's Govern- 
—~tnent on Sudanization was described by the Opposition press 

as weak, The Wafdist press ecntinues to attack Ismail el 

Azhari for his support of the Nokrashy Government. ; 


13. With reference to Weekly appreciation telegram No. JA5-—~ — 
of 22nd November, paragraph 4, following a bomb incident 
at an Egyptian school at Alexandria 35 former students sno 
bat heen previously expelled for agitation end assaults or 
teachers were arrested and interrogated. They were alleged 
to nuve formed a committee to prevent the re-opening of the 
Schools this term, Nine were deteined in custody. A number 
of unexploded bombs are also reported to have been found in 
other schools in Alexandria, 

/ 14. 


4. 


14. On 29th November, H.M. Ambassador called on the new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Khashaba Pasha, on the 
occasion of his appointment. Khashaba Pasha was full of 
expressions of goodwill and of a desire to reach a 
settlement with us, but all these'expressions came down 
in the end to little more than the usual appeal for a 
gesture on the part of the British to show that they had 
confidence in the Egyptians. Khashabe Pasha said that 
he had told the American Ambassador thet the U.S.A. 
should have used their influence to persuade the British 
to make an agreement between Beypt and Britain possible 
since this was in the interest of all three countries. 
After gerne over previous oh ogy and the negotiations 
which led up to the Sidky-Bevin draft, Khashaba Pasha 
said that he was going to study carefully the whole 
question and have an examination made of all Treaties of 
Alliance in order to ~e to ascertain whet was fund- 
amentally necessary to be included in such a treaty from 
a security point of view, and what could be safe 
dispensed with. His Excellency reiterated throughout 
his conversation his admiration for Great Britain and 
his conviction thet Egyptian and British interests were 
inextricakly bound up. He acknowledged the benefits 
which the British ha _— to Egypt and expressed his 
certainty that a security arrangement between the two 
countries was a matter of life and-death. He promised 
to use all his efforts to secure an agreement. 


CAMPBELL. 
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1761 Addressed to Secretary of State 2400, Repeated 
Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in 


Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jedda, Amman, British 
Consul, Aleppo. LOCAL REACTIONS TO yipectston:~ Incidents 
involving casualties to both Arabs and’ Jews have continued in 
various parts of the country but no major clashes have occurred. 


2. In the attack on a convoy of Jewish buses on the Hebron 
road reported in paragraph 5 of my telegram 2397 ten Jews were 
killed and four injured. It is reported that the Arab attackers 
numbered thirty and fired from different positions, 


3e As a result of the boub attack in Haifa reported in 
paragraph 2 (h) of my telegram 2397 thirty Arabs were injured in 
addition to the four killed. It is reported that Izl claim 
responsibility for this outrage. 


le The following are the major incidents since my telegram 
under reference (A) Jerusalem Districts- (1) During the evening 
of December 11th a party explosives « One Arab was dangerously 
wo inded. (II) This morning Jews threw 6 hand grenades at Arab 
shops in the town, Three Arab casualties were caused, (III) 

An Arab bus fired on the hebron road this moming. No casualties. 
(Iv) This aftermoon Jews entered Lifta village and set fire to some 
Arab property (B) a District. (I) The Jaffa-Tel Aviv border 
area has remained quiet. (II) At midnight on 11/12 December a 
party of Jews entered Raule town and threw bombs and fired at Arab 
premises, One Arab was killed and one injured. tensive damage 


was caused to motor vehicles on the scene. (III) Troops investigating - 


firing near Peta Tiqva this morning were fired on by Arabs and one 
boy was injured. One Arab was killed and one injured (C) HATFA 

(I) At 1945 hours on Decenber 11th a military truck was fired 

at by unknown persons and a boy was seriously injured (II) During 
the night of 11/12 December armed Jews attacked Tireh village and 
an engagement ensued twelve Arabs were killed ond six injured, One 
house was destroyed and others damaged (III) This afternoon in 
Haifa town unknown persons fired on a military jeep injuring one 
British Officer and three boys (IV) Town is generally quiet under 
heavy military and police patrolling (D) Gaza District) . (I) During 
the night of 11/12 December a party of Arabs was fired on by 
unknown persons on the Gaza Beersheba , Two were killed (II) the 
bodies of three Jews forming part of a party of five Jews from 
Mishmar Haneger which had been missing since December 11 were found. 


5e This afternoon there was a disturbance in the Arab gaol 


labour camp at Athlit guards opened fire seriously wounding six 
prisoners. Three other prisoners escaped, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Despatched 11/12/47 (12.25). 
No. 35 of 10th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.598 of December 10th, 


Repeated to UKDEL, Washington, Damascus, Amman, Baghdad, Beirut and 
Jedda, 


My immediately preceding telegram, 


From RIADH SULH CLAYTON went to SAMIR RIFAI and reports as 
followss 


2. SAMIR RIFAT Pasha said that the present situation wes largely 
due to the Arab intransigeance in the past since they had refused 
outright measure after measure which might have enabled them to 


improve (their) position, 


3. He said that in the two meetings which had already been 

held he had so far said nothing but he was determined to speak when 
the time ceme, Transjordan's views were that nothing could be 
achieved by guerilla bands except chaos - which would inevitably 
degenerate into INTERNECINE (Mut. group quarret)ing, Guerilla 
activities alone could not defeat the Jews, 


4. His views and those of the King were that some form of milit 
action by regular troops would be required (2 mt groups not repeat 
not necessarily for attack upon the Jewish area but to maintain 
order in the Arab area and to resist any Jewish counter attack which 
might take place in the course of disorders in the Jewish area or 
Arab attacks on Jewish settlements, Such a force should suppress 
guerilla activities in the Arab area, He foresaw that other states 
would try and force TRANSJOKDANIAN troops into taking offensive actior 
He was determined that they should not do this alone and he was 
quite sure in fact that no other state would or could provide the 
forces for the purpose. What he envisaged was that as British 


troops/o.e2 
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Despatched 





troops withdrew from the Arab area Transjordan forces would follow 
up and establish as far as possible internal security. He did not 
know if it was our intention that the Arab Legion units should 
withdraw from Palestine before we evacuated. He would prefer that 
they were left there but in any case it would only be a matter of a 
few hours for them to return, If the U.N. were to say this was 
butting in on their responsibility they would be told that as 
Trans jordan is not member of U.N, they are not bound by the latter's 
decisions, There might be objections from other Arab states but 
unless they were prepared to furnish forces themselves these objec- 
tions could hardly be considered valid. 


5, He reiterated that King Abdullah and Trans jordan have shown 
loyal friendship to H.M.G. over many (years) and they did not want 
even this present situation to do anything to injure this friendship, 
For that reason he was extremely anxious to find a course of action 
which would suit us and wished very much to bring off his trip to 
London before the end of the year so as to have an o portunity of 
talking over the whole question with Mr. Bevin, 


6. He seemed doubtful of getting any support for mederation from 
any of the other states but said nevertheless that the regal ties 


between the ruling House in Iraq and King Abdullah ought to produce 
at least Iraqi acquiescence in Trans jordan plans. 


7. I am seeing him again tomorrow morning and hope also to see , 
Emir Faisal and JAMIL MARDAM, 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Washington és 
my telegrams Nos. 375 and 56 respectively. 


MEMIN, 


(HRs, in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Received 12/12/47 (12.20). 
loth Yecember, 1947. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.403 of December 10th, 


Despatched 10/12/47 (20.00). 
No. 62 of 











Repeated to Arab posts and B.M.E.0. 

SECRET. oe c 

My telegram No,400° = PALESTINE. 

His Royal Highness the AMIR SAUD received me on December 8th 
and assured me that the Saudi Arabian Government would do nothing to 
embarass the British until we indicated (group undecypherable) of 
responsibility in Palestine, Lf SL 
2. Your telegram No.2229 to Cairo reached me in time to enable 
me to include the sentence in question in my commmication to the 
Saudi Arabian Government, 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram No.54. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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From-:— The Foreign Office, LONDON, 7,.H.M. Minister, AMMAN, 









Despatched Received 11/12/47 (20,00). 





11/12/47 (11.10). 
of 10th December, 1947. 








SECRET, 
Addressed to Cairo telegram No,2242 of December 10th, Baghdad, 
Jedda, Damascus, Beirut, Amman and repeated for information to 





Washington, UKDEL to U.N. New York, B.M.E.0. Cairo and Jerusalem, 
(Palestine) Arab Higher Command, 
Information on this (body) contained in Palestine telegram 
H0,252%6 is difficult to reconcile with reports received from 
/ BaMR)s in reply to my telegram No.1034 to Baghdad, 
2. Please telegraph any further comments, 
3. Cairo please pass copy Palestine telegram No.2326 to B.M.E.O. 


/ 5 A Pll ove 
SECRETARY er 
net e 


(HDLeM/i1A). 
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Despatched 11/12/47 (12.35). Received 1712/47 (20.00). 





Of 11th “ecember, 1947+ 


Addressed to Washington telegram No.12826 repeated for information 
to U.K. Delegation New Yak Moscow, Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Damasus, Jedda, Amman and Jerusalem, fg 7 


My telegram No.12609 paragraph 3. 
Please delete passage "but pointed out" down to " Palestine 


question" and substitute "He remarked that the Zionists would be 
unwilling to make any statement regarding illegal imnigration 


which would imply any responsibility for it on their part". 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(cJB/HA). 
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From :—The Foreign Office,IONDON, Ty:— HeM. Her, AMAN, 
iy 


Despatched 10/12/47 (17.18). Received 11/12/47 (12.20). 
of 10th December, 1947. 


Following received from Baghdad, = Begins. . 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1267 of December 8th, 
















Repeated to Cairo, Jerusalem, Amman, Beirut, Damescus, Jedda, UKDEL 
New York and B,M.E.0, 
% ‘ A 


SECRET, 


The acting Prime Minister sent for me this morning and gave me 
the reactions of the Iraqi Government to the commmication I had 
addressed to the acting Minister for Foreign Affairs based on your 
telegram No,1108 and to the aide-memoire I had handed to the 
Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs based on your 
telegram No.2211 to Cairo, (See my immediately preceding telegram). 


2. The acting Prime Minister told me that he had placed these 
commnicetions before the Council of Ministersand was in a position 
to assure me 


(a) that the Iraqi Government would not take any action 
calculated to complicate the British withdrawal from 


Palestine 


(b) that the Iraqi Government would not send troops into 
Palestine while the British authorities remained in 
control. 


3. As regards the point made in paragraph 2 in your telegram No. 
1108, the acting Prime Minister said that it was impossible for the 
Iraqi Government to prevent registration of Iraqi volunteers for 
service in Palestine and pointed to press reports indicating that 
H.M.G. was not hindering the volunteering of British individuals for 
service in the Arab cause, I am of the opinion that as far as Iraq 
is concerned the danger from such volunteers is negligible, 


L/oee2 
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4. In view of Jerusalem telegram No. 2346 to you I made the point 
that the South to North withdrawal referred to mili withdrawal 
and that the civil Government would remain until the termination of 


the mandate, 


5. The acting Rrime Minister expressed anxiety about illegal Jewish 
imuigration during the transitional period and I gave him a (non)= 
committal answer in view of your telegram No,1127 paragraph 1, He 
was clearly very anxious to have more details about the procedure 
for handing over the civil authority. I was naturally unable to 
say more than the point contained in the first sentence of paragraph 
3 of your telegram No,.2211 to Cairo, 


6, The Minister also expressed anxiety about the nature of "stores" 
to be left behind, I felt safe to assuring him that they would not 
consist of arms or ammunition, 


7. The edvance information about the withdrawal contained in this 
telegram was clearly much appreciated and our relations with the 

Iraqi Government over the Palestine question will be mach easier if 
it is possible to keep the Arab Government confidentially informed 
in advance of the progressive stages of our withdrawal plans and in 
general of our views and policy. The more they are kept informed 
confidentially in advance the easier it will be for them to control 


their own public opinion, 
FeO. please pass to Amman as my tel. No.e88. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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“gp From The High Commissioner of Palestine 
To The Secretary of State for the Coloniese 


Date 12th December, 19472 


NO~e295 SAVING TOP SECRET PRIORITY 


“Repeated to: ‘Washington Noe 829 
BeMeEeOo Noe 830 (Please pass to 
Ce in Ce MELF Noe 831 
HeMe Ambassador Cairo Noe 832. ALL TOP 








PICME Noe 833 SECRET 
New Delhi ag 83h. SAVING. 
Baghdad Noe 35 t- 4 
Jedda Noe 836. hee: y 
Beirut Noe 837 , Vel? 
Amman No 838 
Damascus Noe 839 ; [wr Cys 
Monthly report for November, 1947. ooh “ify 
PART I POLITICAL. : 


The decision of the Assembly of the United Nations 
on the Palestine question wes reached in the closing hour 
of the monthe It substantially endorsed the majority 
report of UNSCOP with minor modifications, territorial and - 
other, generally in the Jewish favoure The majority of 
33 to 13 was larger than expected, and was e cause of bitter 
disappointment to the Arabs, who up to the very last had 
hoped that a 2/3rd majority could not be musterede The 
gratification of the Yishuv was immediately manifested in 
public rejoicings in all Jewish centres: drinks were on 
the house in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem Even the factions of 
the extreme Left and Right welcomed the outcome, as assuring 
immediate large scale immigration, the former viewing the 
establishment of a Jewish state by partition as a transition 
stage to a bi-national Palestine, the latter as a preliminary 
step to a Jewish state in, the fullest extent of its 
historical boundse 


260 The main activity of the Arab Higher Committee during 
November had two main aims: the creation of a united Arab 
front by composing party differences and by the establish- 
:ment of local National Committees representative of all 
factions and stimulation of the flow of funds into the 
Beit el Male By the end of the month three out of the 
24 projected National Committees had been formed under the 
auspices of the Arah’ Higher Committeee Local initiative 
had apparently brought others into being, but they had not 
yet received the seal of the Committee's approvale. A 
reconciliation between the Palestine Arab Party and the 
Defence Party in Nablus followed Suleman Bey Tugan's 
visit to the Mufti, This may however be little more than 
a formality slthough, presumably as part.of the consideration, 
the legal proceedings lodged by the Mufti's followers in 
connection with the Tulkarm elections have been droppede 
No such agreement however seems to have been reached 
regar@ing the much more important dispute over the 
_municipal elections in Nabluse 


Be The comparative failure of the Beit el Mal's scheme 
of regular taxation (LP32,000 only has been collected out 
of an estimated revenue of LP220,000) has led to an appeal 
for special contributionse The first of these, the 
donation/ 


. = -2-= 


i 


:donation by the Mufti of his house in Jerusalem, 
valued at LP25,000, was announced with acclaim, and 
there are signs that in the tovns at any rate, the appeal 
is meeting with some succesSe Large donors, whose . 
contributions have fulfilled expectations, receive a letter 
of thanks signed by His Eminenceée . 


ke Evidence which accumulated during the month confirmed 
early impressions that the Arabs of Palestine, in common with 
their brethren outside, are anxious to avoid clashes with 

the British, but are determined, if called upon, to resist 
by force the estaé&blishment of a Jewish statee Some at 

least are talking of an uprising of those Arabs situated 

in the Jewish area as soon as British troops are withdrawne 
On the other hand there is also talk of a general rising, 


“when the UeN. Commission arrivese 


5e The month has been marked ‘by a crisis in the relations 


‘between the Jewish Left and Righte This was precipitated 


by the prospect of the @arly creation of a Jewish 
Government and was occasioned by the Haganah's offensive 
against the dissidents, which at one point seemed capable 
of developing into civil ware Aided by the intervention 

of the American Zionist leaders the Civic Bloc was able to 
score a considerable successS. Among its gefns were; 

the cessation of active hostilities againet the NeM.0+; 
substantial representation on the Supreme Security 

Committee which is now charged with implementation of the 
anti-terrorist resolution of the General Zionist Countil; 
increased representation by co-option on the Vaad Leumi 
Executive and other bodies; and agreement to early elections 
to the Vaad Leumi, whose electoral system will be examined 
with a view to reformation should it be found to operate 
with unfair detriment to any section of the Yishuve In 
return the middle class is to contribute to the drive to 
raise LP500,000 for security and is ostensibly 

to discontinue its support of the dissidents. It will 

also repond to the call for mobilization of the Yishuv 's 
manpowere The Revisionists, who were omitted from these 
negotiations, are disgruntled and charge the representatives 
of the Civic Bloc with betraying the interests of their classe 
The future’ relationship between the Hagana, the NeMeO-. 

and the Stern Group had not been clarified by the end of the 
monthe The NeMeOe had announced that it would not raise 
its hand arainst a Jewish Government, but neither it nor 

the Stern Group have apparently given any undertaking to 
refr ain from further acts of violence against the 
administration or the security forces, or generally to 
accept national disciplinee 


66 The Stern Group renewed its active campaign against 
the police on 12th November, when a Jew opened fire with a 
subemachine gun on a group of British police sitting in 

a Haifa caf¢e One was killed outright and three were 
injureds This incident occurred shortly after, but was 
apparently unconnected with, a military operation on the 
same day, when a Stern Group weapon-training centre was 
surrounded near Ra'anana and five Jewish youths of both 
sexes were shot and killed. This was followed by immediate 
Stern Group reprisels, as a result of which four civilians, 
three police.and four soldiers were killed and one 
policeman and twenty two soldiers injured. In the ~- 
belief that Arabs in the vicinity hed informed the security 
forces of the Stern Group's hideout and thus led to the 
operation of 12th November, the Stern Group eight days 
later abducted end shot five Arabs, all of whom were 

either killed immediately or died subsequently. The same 


evening/ 


o3= 


I sevening a Jewish bus was attacked near Jaffa with 
explosives and automatic fire, a number of casualties 
being caused, none of which proved fatal. Fortunately the 
sequence of reprisal and eountér-reprisal was then 
interrupted, and no situation developed comparable to that 
which supervened in August after the Gan Hawaii episodee 


7e Two illegal immigrant ships reached Palestine duri the 
‘monthe One, ALBERTINA, evaded the naval patrols and landed 
its passengers, believed to number some 180, near 

Nehariyade The second, RAPHAEL LUCCIA, gave the Navy no 
trouble. Her passenger s were transferred to CypruSe 


8e It was decided during the month to admit to 

Palestine as an advance on the quota all orphans, 
unaccompanied children and infants in the Cyprus campSe 

The parents of infants will accompany their children, 

but will be debited to the quota of the period during ® 
which they arrive in Palestine, the other detainees in 
Cyprus having agreed to forego priority of release in their 
favour 


™ 


Part ll. Economice 


9e The cost of living index for the month of October 
- was 283 as compared with 285 in the previous month and 
276 in October,. 1946. 


10. An announcement on general trade and import policy 
was made in November stressing the overall necessity to 
curtai.. overseas expenditure to essential needse It 

was stressed that import licences will, in general, 
continue to be issued for the country's essential require- 
sments, end that facilities will continue to be given where 
possible for the provision of raw materials and machinery 
for industry in order to stimulate local production, maintain 
employment and reduce the necessity for imports. Some 
difficulty is being experienced in answering enquiries 

from importer s and consular representatives regarding 
discrimination in the issue of import licenses as between 
European countries (Wer shattered and otherwise) and the 


Bominionse 


lle The 1947/48, estimates provided for LPl,750,000 

to cover the loss on the Government Trading Account for 

the subsidisation of essential foodstuffse It is now 

evident that’an an additional provision of LP 1,000,000 

will be required. The main.reason for the increase’ in the 

net loss is that relatively small proportions of wheat to 

other cereals were made available to Palestine and quantities 

of barley and rye, which are more expensive cereals, had | 
to be accepted for the production of standard flour. The 
extraction rate for barley being much lower than that for 

wheat, the cost of subsidisation increased considerablye 

My telegram Noe 2017 referse 2 


12. The figures of diamond exports to the UeS.A- show a 
gratifying increase, made possible by improved marketing 
conditions there, although they still fall short of the 
1946 figures. Unless the import of roughs becomes subject 
to restrictions, continued development may be expectéde 


The Palestine industry has Ber er Sees ie face two 
main difficaltios:= 


’ 


(a) ny composition of Belgian exporters who appear 


ae 
I :to have wore favourable exchange facilities, 
and 


(bd) increased insurgace rates which have an adverse 
effect on the commetitive capacity of Palestine \ 
processed diamonds = 


During October 1947, 6,201 carats valued at i? 189,548 
were exported of which the U.e3.A. took 5,932 carats valued 
at,\2 175.81 the remaining 269 carats valued at :15,738 
were exported to the Sterling Area. September exports 
were much less at 2,546 carats valued at i? 75,°97e 


13. vollowing representations by the oil companies increases 
in the prices of petroleun products have been authorised 
in Pelestine. The price of black oils has been increased 
by 12 1 per metric ton This follows an increase of 
750-mils in June. The oresent price of gas oil is now 
{99,100 per metric ton, of diesel oil LP8,700 and of 
furnace fuel 126.500. Increases of 54 wils. per unit of 
eight gallons in the price of kerosene and 40 mils per 
unit in respect of benzine have also been authorised, 
resulting in new prices of 400 mils per unit for kerosene 
and 1°1.360 for »benzine. 


14. The increase in the price of fuel has led to an 

increase of $ mil per KWH in the price of electricity as 
supplieé by the Palestine Dlectric Corporatione The 

request of the Jerusalem Electric Corporation for approval 

of an increase in the price cf electricity as supplied by them 
is under consideration. 

15. The supply position of eattle is now precarious, depending 
almost entirely on the continuation of Iraqi exports to 

Syria and Transjordan and re-export to Palestine. The 
Turkish Government have disco.tinued the export of cattle to 
Palestine. 


16. The ‘ouncil for the Resettlement of Jewish 

Dx-Servicewen wound up its operations in October on completion 
of its functions. During tie twenty one aonths of its 
existence the touncil assisted in the implementation of 
schemes for the re~absorption of some 15,000 Jewish 
ex~servicemen’. and women into civilian life. 


17. ‘jhile the general lavour position remains unchanged, 
feDe estavdlishaents notified «a fairly large number of 
vacancies, wainly in the North. A large percentage of 
these vacancies was filled with ex-serviceuwene. 


18. The issue ona loan of wheat and barley seed (4,000 
tons) has virtually been coa,leted. A,balance of some 
500 tons only remain unissued Tractor ploughing loans 
are also being taken up satisfactorily. 


19. Messrs Magen thatwood Ltd., are completing the erection 
of their new works near Petah Tigva in which they expect to 
start production at the beginaing of 1948, It will constitube 
the largest and «ost wodern activa. works in the country, 
producing safes, car aad bus bodies and isetal furniture, . 

with equipment of U.K. and UeSeAy Origin. The capital is 

i2 150,000 of which !2 120,000 is paid up. 


20. There was a decrease in currency circulation of 
\7900,000 during October and a further decrease of 
LAl,200,000 during November. , This confirms the sound 
downward trend in the currency position. 


21. 


= 


-5 = 


-4 21. Sustous and excise revenue conmtinues to be 
satisfactory at ‘21,302,000 for itovember compared 
with 121,343,000 for the previous month and 1?1,185,000 


for Jovenber 1946. 
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No. 567 of 13th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Jedda, Amman and Baghdad. Following 
received from United Kingdom delegate, New York, telesram No. 
3626 of 10th Deceuber, repeated to Jerusalen, Cairo, Beirut, 
Danascus and Saving Washington and hioscow, 


GientePalestine Security Council on Decewber 9th had 
before it letter: from the Secretary General (S/614) trancitting 
General Assembly resolution on Pale: tine (A/516). 


2s Chairman (Australia) proposed that Council should 
merely take note of the Secretary General's commmication" 

thus becoming seized with the question of Palestine " El Khoury 
(Syria) insisted that letter expressly drew the attention of the 
Council to the operative parts of the Assembly resolution in 

so far as they concerned the Security Council, He therefore 
sought a discussion on substance of the matter, 

3e In protracted arguuent which followed, United States 
representative (Herschel Johnson) took the lead in supporting 
the Chairman's view. He @id not believe it would be heloful 

to fix a date now for consideration of the problem by tne 
Council as it would not have a “pacifying effect" he pointed 

out that question could at any time be brought before the Council 
if good reasons so required without any date being fixed in 
advance, 

lhe Formula proposed by the President was finally accepted 
without objection it reads "The Council having received the 
commmication from the Secretary General enclosing the General 
Assembly resolution on Palestine and having been seized of this 
matter decides to postpone the discussion". 

5e Council also accepted a Colombian proposal that when 
substance of questio: was discussed by Council Zgypt and Lebanon 
should be invited to participate as they had requested (8/617 and 
$/618) Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, Cairo, Beirut, 


Raeaae 202. Saving to Moscow as my tel. Nos. 270, 996, 10 & 26) 
W49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. BEVIN. 
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Addressed to Baghdad telegram No.1161 of December 11th, 


Repeated for information to Washington, U.K. Delegation New York, 
Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, Jedda, Amman, Jerusalem and British Middle 


East Office. 


I saw NURI Pasha this afternoon, He had lunched with Sir 
ORME SARGENT beforehand, 


2, NURI expressed deep disappointment at what he described as 
pressure brought to bear by the U.S, Government at the last moment 
on other countries to vote for partition of Palestine, He said that 
Mr, MARSHALL had essured representatives of the Arab countries when 
the assembly opened that the U.S, Government would) refrain from 
exercising such pressure. There had been litle or no signs of their 
doing so until after November 19th, The cr ical day had been 
November 26th, Had the matter come to a vote then there would not 
repeat not have been the necessary 2/3 majority for partition, But 
in the (interval) before the next meeting the U.S, Government had 
inérvened behind the scenes. He cited China Haiti the Philippines 
and others as instances. He believed that there hadbeen direct 
action by the White House. It would take a long time for the U.S. 
Government to live down the intense resentment they had now aroused 
in the Arab countries, 


3, Nuri added that the one redeeming feature was that the Sotet 
Government had shown their previous protestations of friendship 
for the Arab countries to be false, He himself had been afraid 
that the Soviet Government would abstain or even vote against 
partition and thus manoeuvremox themselves into a more favoureble 
position in the Middle East. He was thankful that this had not 


occurred. 
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4 Nuri went on to say that the Arab countries were now looking 

to H.M.G. He himself believed there ought at the appropriate 
moment to be a further attempt at conciliation, He mentioned the 
earlier suggestion of conciliation by the U.S, and King Ibn Saud 

and said that the Arab countries would still be prepared to abide 

by this. He hoped that H.M.G, would use their influence with the 
U.S. Government in favour of this or some other form of conciliation, 


5. Sir Orme Sargent underlined the danger that the MUFTI might 
destroy any chance of conciliation by the ill-considered use of 
force and hoped that the responsible Arab leaders would be able to 
restrain him, Nuri said that he felt sure they would so 80, 


6, Nuri went on to express the hope that the British administration 
in Palestine would be withdrawn at anes possible date and 
expressed the regret that this could be in Jmuary. The longer 
the administration remained the greater were the chances of the 
British forces becoming involved in clashes. It would only be when 
the two sides were left tegether that out of the balance of forces 
some solution could be worked out, The Arabs frewkd be said would 
match Jewish immigration by Arab immigration, 


7. said to-Nuri that the British administration would be 
withdrawn at the earliest feasible moment. So long as muretakned we 
retained the Mandate our hands were tied by embarrassing commitments. 
We wished to disentangle ourselves from these and thereby to free 
ourselves to pursue e consistent policy towards the M.E, as a whole, 


8 Nuri leaves for Cairo early December 12th, 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(CJB/HDLEM/HA). 


W 49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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13/12/47 (18.39) Received 14/12/h7 (10.35) 
No. 565 of 13th December, 1947. 






Addressed to B.M.E.0. telegram No,888 of December 13th, 


Repeated for information Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, 
Jedda, UKDEL New York and Jerusalem, 


CONFIDENTIAL. . ¢ 


Following for Troutbeck. 


Your remarks to Samir reported in Amman telegram * 
No.359 appear to have produced a salutary effect on him judging 
by Amman telegram No,364. 


2. As a general rule however I should prefer His Majesty's 

Representatives to refrain from appearing to lecture to the Arab 

leaders at present. It is important to preserve our impartial 

spgsition and to avoid any appearance of endorsing (any more than 
Abrering) the United Nations decision, 


/ Aang < fre fever “yg 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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1775. Addressed Secretary of State 2418. Repeated Washington 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in Chief) 
Beirut, Damiscus, Baghdad, Aden, Jedda, Amuan, British 
Consul, Aleppo. Local reactions to United Nations decision . 
During the afternoon of Decenber 12th a B.0.A.C. 


vehicle was stopped near Lydda town by armed Arabs who 
ordered the driver to alight, entered the vebdiete and drove 
away towards Ramle. The vehicle contained as passengers 4 
Jews, 5 Armenians and one Arab, all B,0.A.C. euployees. The 
vehicle was later found burnt out near the Lydda= Ben Shemen 
road and inside were the charred remains of three or four 


bodies, The remainder of the occupants are missing. 


- 
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1785. Addressed to Secretary of State. Repeated Washington, Memin 
(Please pass to Ambassador and Coumander in Chicf) Beirut, 
Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jeddah, Amman, British Consul, Aleppo, 


LOCAL REACTION TO UNITED NATIONS’ DECISION. 


Acts of violence continued throughout the country. The 
following are the major incidents since my telegram 2418, 


2. (A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT (I) At noon 13th Deceuber near 
Damascus Gate in Jerusalem two bonbs were throwm from a moving 
taxi. They exploded near two buses killing seven and injuring 

54, nearly all Arabs, During police investigations imnediately 
after the incident a British Constable was fired on by Arabs and 
seriously wounded, (II) arly this moming Jews threw two 
grenades at an Arab bus in Jerusalem The bombs missed the bus 
and exploded on waste ground killing one Arab child, One Arab 
passenger in the bus was injured. (B) LYDDA DISTRICT (I) In 
Jaffa yesterday afternoon a boub was thrown from a motor vehicle 
wrecking a cafe and a store, killing 7 and injuring 35 Arabs (IZ) 
In Tel Aviv yeste:day aftermoon an Arab was shot in the leg by Jews, 
(III) Yesterday afternoon approximately 25 persons believed Jews 
entered Arab villave of Yahudiya and opened an indiscriminate 
attack with bren guns, bombs and hand grenades. 7 Arabs including 
a woman and children were mirdered ami at least 7 others were 
injured. Several houses were damaged by explosives, The attackers 
were dressed in military type uniforms with steel “helmets, (Iv) 
During the night of 13th December a gang of Arab civilians forced 
their way into a military camp at Ramle, imprisoned the British 
Officer in charge, and absconded with 4.00 rifles, 3 bren guns, 30 
sten guns and 100,000 rounds of amamition, Subsequently 76 
rifles, 3 bren guns and 7 sten guns were recovered from a truck 
stopped by a military road block, (C) HAIFA. (I) In the 

afternoon of 12th December a Jewish works foreman of Haifa bay 
water works was shot dead outside the Shell installations while 
driving a truck (II) A thirty five hour curfew is in force in 

the Hader Hacarmel and mount Carmel areas of Haifa, It is due to 
expire at 0500 hours 15th December. (D) GALILEE (I) During 

the aftemoon of 13th Deceuber two Arabs from the Lebanon were 
walking in direction of Kefar Giladi when a Jew made to fire at 
them. The Arabs disarmed the Jew who shouted for help and 30 
other armed Jews arrived on the scene, One of these Jews threw 

& grenade and wounded one of the Arabs, The latter withdrew into 
Lebanon territory (II) Heavy firing between Arabs and Jews broke 
out on 13th December in Safad, Two Arabs and 2 Jewish casualties 
are known to have resulted. Orier was restored when a house 
curfew was imposed (III) Early this moming an Arab bus was 
ambushed on the Beisan=- Jisr Majamie road and was gutted. Police 
later investigating found a hat of Jewish manufacture and 
explosive materials. The driver of the bus and two Arab passengers 
were injured in the ambush, (C) GAZA, (I) During the moming 
of llth December in the Imara police post areg an Arab was shot 
dead by 5 Jews, These Jews were subsequently engaged by other 
Arabs and three of them were killed by the explosion of one of their 
own bowbs (II) During the night of 13th December a police patrol 
at Essawefir el Gharbiya was fired upon by unknowm persons and 

2 British constables were wounded, 
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REGISTERED. 
TELEG, ADDRESS: BRITISH LEGATION, 
PRODROME AMMAN. AMMAN. 15, 12,1947. 
2 Reference to previous correspondence 
REF. NO. 8/1014/47« (BeMeEeO. telegram to Amman 
NoeS6 of 15, 12.1947) 
The British Middle East Office, ye 
Cairo. f b) 
de 
fr , 
eles? a 
J ie 
XA} Ss 


His Majesty's Minister présents his compliments and has the 
honour to enclose, for informtionand petention. 
the dcouments noted below :- 7 


Subject ¥ 4 Date 


A copy of telegram NoeS2Y (of 29.10.1947) from Hele Minister 
Foreign Office on the subject of Eee er, Amman, to 





me! 


(COPIED) 
Geode; Cypher  (S/1014/47) Tr 
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2 TELEGRAM 7 Qe. 


From High Commissioner, JERUSALEMs 


BROCCO EDORIDS CCU BOK 
SOHOOR. 
Despatched 15/12/47....(13255).... Received: 15/12/47 (17.00) 


To British Legation, Amman, 


Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 





1790, Addressed to Secretary of State No,24.28, Repeated to 
Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in Chief) 
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jeddah, Amman, British Consul Aleppo, 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION. 


At 1445 hours on lth December a convoy of four Jewish vehicles 
proceeding southwards on the Petoh Tiqva = Beit Nabala - Lydda road 
was fired upon by unknown persons over a distance of four kilos, 

The loading truck went off the road and its eight passengers all of 
whom were wounded were picked up by a passing military lorry and 
taken to Beit Nabala military camp for medical treatment. This 
vehicle’ was fired upon and its British driver slightly injured, 

The second truck also went off the road and its injured passengers 
were picked up by the third truck which proceeded towards Beit 
Nabala military encampment, still under heavy fire. On arrival 
opposite part of the camp occupied by the Arab Legion the 

occupants of the Jewish vehicle alleged to have thrown Grenades into 
the camp whereupon the Arab Legion guards opened fire ceusing the 
vehicle to crash throgh the perimeter fence, On the vehicle were 
found 13 Jews killed, two Jews seriously injured and one Jew 
uninjured, Unexploded grenades were found in and near the truck 
and bomb fragments near the place where it crashed through the 
fence, An Arab working in the camp was seriously injured by a 
stray shot, A military vehicle passing the camp at the time of the 
engegement also came under fire and its British driver was seriously 


injured, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.407 of December 12th, 
Repeated to Arab posts and British M.E. Office, 

PALESTINE, 

In reply to the commmication I made to the King as 
instructed in your telegram No.2211 to Cairo. His Majesty 
replies that while he is issuing instructions to Amir Faisal to do 
eveything possible to conform to our wishes he feels he must ask 
what can be done to bring to an end the present situation in which 
defenceless Arabs are being killed by well trained Jewish terrorists. 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E. Office as my telegram No.56, 


(COB/HA) 


W49909, D1664, 35m in 3 sort, 4/47. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

| Addressed to Baghdad telegram Noed20 of December 13th, 

Repeated Cairo B.M.E.0., Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Jedda and Jerusalem, 
Your telegram No,.1232 a, . a 
I regret the delay in replying. of 


a 
2. You will have seen from New York telegram No.3626° that the 
security council is now (group undecypherable) of assembly resolution 
but has postponed the discussion, Fossible ways in which the 
discussion in the security council could take place seem to be; 


(A) The security council might be asked to discuss the 
substance of the assembly recommendation es Syrien delegate 


has unsuccessfully suggested; 


(B) If the implementation of the recommendations brought about 
a situation in which peace was clearly endangered this 
situation could presumably be brought to the notice of the 
security council as a matter of fact independent of the 
substance of the reconmendations. 


3. It seems improbable that in either of these events or any other 
likely circumstances we should be precluded from voting. 


4e It seems however clearly undesirable that we should get into 

discussions about all this with the Arab Governments in advance 
and you should refuse to deal with any enquiries on this subject as 
being premature and hypothetical. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 
(HDLeM/HA). ‘ 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,.378 of 15th Decaber, 


Repeated to UKDEL New York No, 28 

Nose 45 SAVING, 
Beirut Noe 52 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 47 SAVING. 
Damascus No, 46 SAVING, 
Jedda No, 4 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O, No. 39 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No.110 SAVING. . 

J 
TOP SECRET. gt © 


Paragreph 6 of your telegram cae eee Baghdad ta 11th 
December, 1947) about Palestine. 


Several Arab friends have expressed anxiety about increasing 
mumber of clashes between armed Arabs and security forces in 
Palestine and the evil effect that these are having on our 
relations with Arabs of neighbouring territories, 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my telegrem No, 28. 


ASK/HDLeM/HA, 


W49909, Diéé4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. a 
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From :— The Foreign Office, LONDON.7,;:— H.M. Minister, AMMAN, 



















Despatched 13/12/47 (18.10). Received 14/12/47 (10.30). 
of 12th Decembr, 1947. 


(Following) received from Baghdad telegram No.1287 of December 12th, 


Repeated to B.M.E.Office Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, Jedda, Cairo, 
Amman, 


RESTRICTED, 


I saw the Regent last night and told him I was unhappy about the 
repercussions of Palestine on Iraqi internal politics, He thought 
(Sic ? He told me intended) he had no news from SAL(EM Sic ? EH 
intended) JABR, but was equally unhappy about his public statements. 
I mentioned that we had had a report from CLAYTON on his ¢onversation 
with the Prime Minister (British M.E.Office telegram No.§92%), and 
that he appeared to be in a very violent and passionate mood, I 
said that I felt the Prime Minister was being excessively (group 
undecypherable) ive: and that(,) though he was making concessions 
to public opinion in order (to consolidate) his position, I had 
every reason to believe these-public statements were not” 
preventing a large number of prominent politicians from uniting 
against him with the sole idea of pulling him dom, Some of these 
men had no (interest) at all in Palestine, and were merely wing 
the present difficulties as an excuse for (group undecypherable - 1 
change gives Arabs: good offices-unfriend]y act). 


2, I then referred to rumoured Iragi troop movements, and 
observed that it would be absurd and, I had reason to believe, 

most unpopular in the army to move even a battalion to Trans jordan, 
when the Mandate would not be relinquished until May 1948, If 
need arose, Iraqi troops could easily enter Transjordan at two days 
notice, 


3. The Regent listened without mich comment, but said that he had 
telegraphed to Nuri Pasha to fly urgently to Cairo to try and 
exercise a calming influence on the Arab League meeting. 


ign Office please pass to Amman as my telegram No.896 


CJB, 
¢ 49909, ae 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47, SECRETARY OF STATE, 
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High Comiissioner for Palestine. 
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TOP SECRE Dias TE; 
Repeated to: Jashin-ton Ilo. 295. 
Cairo 0. 840 (Please pass to PICME 1104849) 
TOF ( Henin No. 841. 
62:0 st Jgedda .{/0. 842. 
SAVING. Amman 0+ 845. 


Damascus No. 844. 

Baghdad fo. 845. 

Beirut No. 846. 

Governop ijalta No. 847 (Please pass to 
Cein Ce No. 848) 


liy telegram No. 2345: ‘yeekly Intelligence Appreciation. 


The intercom juncal incidents of the past week have been 
reported in separate telegraiis. The initial Arab outbreaks 
were spontaneous and unorganised, and were more de:aonstrations 
of displeasure at the UsN. decision than determined attacks 
on Jews; the weapons initially employed were sticks and stones, 
and had it not been for Jewish recourse to firearms it is not 
iupossible that the excitement would have subsided and little 
loss of life been caused. This is the more probable since 
there is ieliable evidence that the Arab Higher Comnittee as 
a whole, and the jjufti in particular, although pleased at 
the sturdy response to their strike call, were not in favour 
ox serious outbreaks. “Jith the occurrence of Jewish 
retaliation the sityation in Jerusalem, Haifa and Jaff - Tel 
Aviv inevitably took a more serious turn, andiuthe Arab 
Hisher comiittee was under considerable pressure to support 
the 4rabs in these places with money and arms against what 
was pictured as Jewish attack. whether the disturbances 
are or are not now under ¢entral direction there are 
Unuistakeable signs of increasing organization of particular 
Arab operations; for instance Arabs from as far afield as 
Mablus participated in the large-scale assault on the 
Netiqvah quarter of Tel Aviv, and -the attack on the Jewish 
convoy on the Hebron road on llth Deceuber was wvidently 
@ Dlanned action. If it is true, as some reports indicate, 
that Hassan Salameh,couwanded at Hatiqvah it) is difficult 
to avoid drawing the conclusion that Haj Awin has decided that 
she tise for some fairly widely co-ordinated action has comes 
A further instance of successful Arab planning was the escape 
of 18 Arab rrisoners from Acre Prison unde: a well-timed 
covering ection frou the town at which a number of the 
inhabitants must have connived. A disquieting syaptom 
is that the escepe could hardly have been effected without 
the complicity of soie Arab members of the prision staff, whose 
reliability had not been affected even in the disturbances 
of 1936-39, 


2. The Hagana's policy was initially of defence and restraint, 
which guickly gave place to counter-operations involving 
Saar of Arab property supposedly used for attacks on 
Jews 


eoeed 





= = 


To the Arabs such operations presented themselves 
in the light of reprisals or even of Jewish aggression; 
while the NWeii,O. makes no pretence of coacealing the 
retaliatory nature of its activities. The fact is that 
Jewish attacks on Arabs and Arab property have been scarcely 
less numerous and serious than attacks by Arabs on Jews 
and Jewish property. The tendenc. of the Jewish press to 
picture the Yishuv as strictly on the defensive cannot 
stand scrutiny; even the Palestine Post has been unable 
to put a gloss on the »onbing of a stationary Arab bus 
in H.ifa on 12th Decetber in which 4 Arabs were killed, 


Se As the situation appeared to be out~stripping the 
rcsources of the police ailitary assistance on & substantial 
scale has been provided in Jerusalem, Haifa and Jaffa - Tel 
Aviv with marke@ly sedative effect. It remains to be seen 
whether the estavlismaent of control in the large towns 

will result in the dispersal of trouble over the couatry 
generally. 


fe fhe Arabs have received with alara and indignation the 
decision to withdraw British and arad police from the Tel 
Aviv - Fetah Tigvah areca and the Jews have pretested 

ageaiast the decision to form Arab municipal police forces, 
cOuuenving bitterly that Jews get licences (ise. for arms 

of the ‘iishiar) while srabs get arms. There is of course 

no true analogy between the “ishwar, who are private citizens, 
endéavouring ostensibly at least to counter dissident 
terrorism, and the Arab forc+ts whose embers will be part 

of the Palestinc Police. 


5e AGditional vetional Souiittees have been set up at 
Acre, 3éisan, Jenin, jicblus, 2amallah and Gaza. On these 
bodies the opposition parties, including those of the Left 
Ying, are duly represented. One of the activities of these 
cOwlittees is the provision of watch aad ward services. 

In Jerusalem in the absence of a National Comsittee the 
Arab Higher Comittee is appointing armed guards for some 
quarters; and in Gaza there are sizns of the creation of a 
district-wide body. At present these watchmen are a 
stabilizing “factor. 


Ge With reference to paragraph 5 of my telegram under 
reference, Ben Gurion has stated that while "Jerusalem 
will not be the capital of the Jewish state it always has 
been and always aust remain the heart of the Jewish people. 
The city wust become a centre for all Jewish national 

and world institutions". He .cnt on to warn against 
Statements referring to the occupation by force of parts of 
the country, including Jeiusalea, not granted to the Jews 
by the Ueiie 

Te A rsport has been received that the General Zionist 
Souncil will be co:vened in Falestine this monthe 

8. The samaritan comunity has declared coon cause 

with the Arabs. 


Copy to A.OeCe 


GeOeGe 
DeSe Oo (2) 
DGS. (intelligence) 


Gee Je 2 bet eLiel'. 
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From .High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 


To... British Legation, AMMAN, 
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Despatched .15/12/47...(23.30)s...... _.. | RECEIVED: 16/12/47 (09.00). 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





Addressed to Secretary of State 2438, Repeated Washington, 3500 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in Chief) 194 
Beirut 1796, Damasous 1797, Baghdad 1798, Aden 1799, Jedda 107 
Amman 1800 and British Consul Aleppo 1801, 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION, 


Though there were fewer serious incidents to-day it 
would be unwise to assume that there had been any radical 


+ in the general situation, Comparative lack of 


incidents in large towns is due to intensive military patrolling. 


26 


The following are the mjor incidents since my last telegram : 


Ae 


Cc. 


De 


Re 


F. 


Jerusalem District. At noon to-day a grenade was thrown 
by unknown persons and fire directed at Transjordan 
Frotier Forces vehicles leaving Jerusalem on the Jaffa 
Road, Four members of the T.J.F.F. and one Jew were 


injured. 


District. At noon to-day an Arab Bus was fired 
upon by four Jews in military uniform near Ras el Ain 
Railway station, One Arab passenger was killed and 
several injured, 


Haifa District, Curfew on Hadar Hakarmel area of Haifa 
was lifted at 0500 this morning. 


Galilee District, Early this morning a Jewish civilian 
and two Jewish settlement police were fired upon by Arabs 
at the Arab village of Zuq Fauquani. The Jewish civilian 
was killed and one of the J.S,P's seriously injured, 


Gaza District. 1. At 1100 yesterday a J.S.P. pickup 
escorting a water cart from Beit Eshel Jewish Colony was 
fired upon by Arab, The vehicle was destroyed by fire 

one Jew killed and three wounded. 2, In Gaza this 
morning an Arab mob attacked and killed the meee of 

huj village and his brother, Motive attack be d to 

be that deceased was suspected of supplying Jewish colonies 
in Huj area with food and provisions, One other Areb was 


injured, 


Sumria District. At 1,30 to-day a truck containing Arab 
re affa was fired upon west of Quiqilya by 
Jews, One Arab was killed and two injured - ends, 


HIGN COMMISSIONER, 
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Received 14/12/47 
14th December, 1947. 









Despatched 14/12/47 (150). (20.30). 


No. 90 of 












Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1292 of December 14th, 
Repeated to B.M,E.0, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda and Amman, 
TOP SECRET, 


I had long talk with TAHSIN QADRI yesterday about Palestine. 
I said that I was distressed by the (group undecypherable ? 
improper the Iraqi Prime Minister was using in Cairo, 
I was also worried about the stories that prominent politicians 
were uniting against him, 


2.  Tehsin said that he was absolutely desperate about Palestine. 
He had daily contact with (almost) every sort of person and he 
begged me to believe that the feeling here is extremely strong and 
inoreasing all the time, He admitted that at first sight it was 
fantastic for the Prime Minister to talk about ruining Iraq, as he 
did to Brigadier CLAYTON, but he doubted whether the helpless (can 
also be “apprehensive") Iraqi Prime Minister could have seid 
anything else or, if he did try to take a more reasonable line, 
whether he would survive for more than five minutes, The 
pressure here (group undecypherable ? is) intense and at any 
moment he was terrified of hearing that there had been a massacre 
of the local Jews. ‘ 


3. He continued that he had been in association with’us in 
Iraq for 30 years. Always in the we had been able to give 

a@ line which the Iragi Government could follow the mutual 
advantage of both countries, He simply could“aé understand why we 
should nowte giving Ehe Iraqis no guidance (at all) except the 
purely ne:ative advice to keep calm, He begged with all the 
emphasis at his command that this should be mexxesmk represented to 
London. If we could only give a line to follow, the moderate men 
would support (gp. undec) and the Government in gui the policy 
of Iraq. But without any word from us (the situation) was bound to 
go from bad to worse, The enemies of the Regent and of Great Britair 


woubd/. «2 
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would be able to go around, (as they) were doing, (2 mt, groups~ 
saying that the only) result of thirty years of alliance with Great 
Britain was that, if only possively, we were foisting the Jews on 
the Arab world, Pressure on any Government would be so great that 
most desperate and dangerous steps would be taken with disastrous 
effects on Anglo-Iraqi relations, 


4. The situation at the moment appalled him, Even King Faisal 
would have been overwhelmed by the pressure unless we came forward 
with concrete suggestions which would show that we really 
sympathized with the Arabs and were prepared to try and help, Our 
pose of neutrality was utterly unrealistic and as dangerous as 
anything he had ever seen. Surely the cabinet in London mst 
realise the risks, Every day increased the danger, 


5. Tahsin who was lately the Iraqi Minister in Paris is now 

Master of Ceremonies at the Palace, He is shrewd and friendly and 
in very good position to assess opinion, His views are borne out 
by other information reaching me, The departure from his normal 
placidity was very striking and nothing I could say gave him any 
comfort. I do not wish to appear alarmist but I fear we are 
approaching the position envisaged in Baghdad telegram No.556 of 
Soe paragraphs and 5, Please also see Baghdad telegram No.390 of 
1946. . 


6. In writing this I am not unmindful that many of our difficulties 
are due to the inability of the Arabs to act constructively and to 
pull together, I shall make every effort to knock this into the 
Prime Minister's head but the fact remains that these feults have 
for centuries characterised the Arabs. In Iraq at any rate they 
depend on us for guidance in even the smallest things, Now | 

faced by a desperate problem their need is all the greater. 


/ 
(HDLeM/HA). if a &) 


: Scop 
W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. / é é 
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Despatched 15/12/47? (16.25). Received 16/12/47 (10.50). 
No. 568 of 15th December, 1947. 









Addressed to Cairo telegram No.2270 of December 15th and to 
Baghdad, Demascus, Beirut, Jedda, Amman, B,M.E.0, 


Repeated for information to Washington, U.S.(sic ? U.K. intended) 
delegation New York, 





TOP SECRET. PALESTINE. 


I do not want to lose sight of the possibility that H.M.G, may 
sooner or later have an opportunity to use their good offices in 
(clos)ing the wide gulf which still unhappily separates the Jews 
and Arabs, When I saw NURI Pasha on December 11th he said that in 
his view conciliation at some stage was the best hope and I tried 
to leave the way open for this in my speech in the House of. 
Commons on December 12th, In spite of their present thre 
statements it is possible that some at least amongst the Arabs are 
uneasy at the thought of defying the rest of the world and if an 
opportunity for conciliation arises they might consider H.M.G, to 
be in the best position to assist. It would be to our advantage 
if we could still help to promote agreement. 


2, You should therefore watch carefully for and report to me at 
once any sign that might point to a willingness on the Arab side 
to consider a development of this nature whether amongst the 
political leaders or amongst the others, You d not repeat 
not put forward any specific suggestion on the a! lines without 
reference to me but you may fake any opportunity of implanting 

or encouraging the idea that conciliation would afford the best 
way out of the present dangerous and explosive situation, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


_ W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 16/12/ 47 (13.25). Received 16/12/47 (16.30). 





Addressed to Secretary of State 24.2, 


SECRET, 
Repeated to Beirut (1801 or 1802) Demascus 1803, Cairo (group 
undecypherable) (Please pass to MEMIN) Amman 1804 and Baghdad 101, 

There have been reports that the formation of a Palestine 
Arab Government is being considered at the current Arab League 
meetings in Cairo, I suggest if the opportunity should arise it 
be impressed upon all concerned that the formation of such a 
Government before the Mandate is relinquished will add 
considerably to the dangers of an Anglo-Arab clash in Palestine 
which the Arab spokesmen have stated they wish to avoid, 


° HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HDLeM/HA ). 


W49909, Di6é4, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 16/12/47 (13.30). Received 16/12/47 (16.30). 


of 6th December, 1947. 


Addressed Foreign Office 565. 
Repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Jedda, Amman, Washington, UKDEL 





CONFIDENTIAL 
Your telegram No. 
ARAB HIGHER COMMAND, 


I have no further information except that during the 
AWAKI | 
as 


New York, B.M.E.O,. and Jerusalem, Ae 





t 


week the local press has freely referred to FAWZI 
commander of the Arab irregular forces and TAHA EL HASHIMI as 
having been placed in command Arab Government forces. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


(HDLeM/HA), 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Fivreig iin hy | 
/ BRITISH LEGATION, lo} 
$/1014/47 
7th December, 1947. 


Deer Burrows, 

een I emolose a coyy of & report mde to m by Pirie-Gardon 
om a recent trip he mde to Palestine, Although this is 
nothing to do with us I feel the forecasts of som of the 
Palestine Officials on the spot my be of interest to you, 
As we ere “specking cut of turn" in this mtter I would 

be grateful if this note could be treated as strichly 
confidential as the Colonie] Office might reasonsbly 
resent a report being mde on their preserves, 


Yours sincerely, 
sd.) A. S. KiRKBRIDE 


BL A.B, Esq. 
aoa ete” 
LONDON, S.W. 1, 


tC, 





itn 


His Majesty's Kinister, rod! 





During my three dey visit to Palestine at the end of last week 
I hed em opportunity of talking over the position there with » larg: 
muber of our former colleagues including mexbers of Executive Council, 
District Commissioners and Senior Foliee Officers cameniing districts in 
different parta of the country. I ws ispressed ty the unanimity of their 
opinion es to the gravity of the security position in Palestine oni the 
conviction thet the situation was bound to deteriorate further and rapidly. 
Z was told thet Areb opinion had hardened considerably during reomt weeks 
and thet in the villages mmbers of young men hed already left for 
"training centres” in Qyria. There was a fear that the reported 
desertions among Areb monbers of different police units ani the Frontier 
Foroe would becom mare widesyread es time went on, and there wes some 
anxiety that there would be little discouragement to riot and lawlessness 
once that general public hed tumbled to the fact thet no miso sentence 
whatever its length wes likely to last longer then the first of May at the 
latest. Goverment ims being fiether disorganised in the toms by the 
fact that Jewish ani Arab officials were refusing to report for duty 
when their offices happened to be situated in “hostile" qurters of the 
toms concerned, 

One very seniar British Official of nesrly thirty years political 
and administrative experience in the country expressed to me privately the 
view that disintegration had already set in and that in his opinion the 
maintenance of lew oni order would be shortly rendered difficult, if not 
impossible, by the extreme reluctance of the British mesbers of the police 
foresee to take any Grestic action against the Arabs. ew people seemed to 
belfeve that it would be possible to held the position until the beginning 
of Mey without receiving casualties «ith which it was felt would be quite 
umecessary, ani el] appeered convinced that it was most uniesirable that we 
should attempt to do so, ‘The gnerel atecephere wes one of gloom ani a 
belief that the serious clashes between the British ani the Arabs night 
shortly become unavoidable. 





ee . — a oes noes 


ated 


follesing dvcunents 


Meh ei eager" 19). 


| 


Copy Nosseceecce Pk 20 copies | i 
: TELEGRAM Ee 
9... pala be? ok OUT lett, 


; | : 
[ct Te: Foreign err hes 


'“ No. 67 Saving 


atte Coe pt ee 
gee z oe = 


Addressed to Foreign Office No. 67 Saving repeated 
to UK Del. New York Noe 76 Misc.e, WasHington No. 3, Damascus 
No. 18, Amman No. 17 Bashdad No. 38, Beirut Noe 39, Jedda 
No. 35, Jerusalem No. 45. 


Clayton reports as follows. 


1. I saw Samir Pasha again yesterday morning. Afterz 
giving me a very shrewd and accurate appreciation of the 
situation on Transjerdan vis-a-vis their neighbouring States, 
he proceeded to develop his views which he said were fully 
shared by the King on the joint policy na would like to sea 
pursued by HMG and Transjordan. He maintained that 
Transjordan'ts King and Government are the onlyf actors on 
which HMG could really rely in the Arab World, and he suggestac 
that a long-tsrm policy should ba worked out to the common 
advantage bassd on this fact. On this premise he develoned 
what he thougnit could be Transjordan's policy in the Palestin: 
situation, though he emphesised that he did not expect any 
agreement officially from HNG or even from me. Nevertheless 
he hoped that there would be no epposition to his ideas. a 
2. Briefly he cutlined as a plan for Trans jordan's 
action that on British withdrawal from Palestine the Arab 
Legion, if it had been withdrawn, should return at once as 

' indicated in my telegram No. 5982 This action would place 
the Arab Legion along the north and sovth frontier between 
the Jewish and Arab areas and aa he was sure that Egyptian 
forces would aot move up Transjordenian forces would also be 
on the southern frontie» of Arab area. He had no’intention 
of permitting Iraqi forces to pass through Trans jordan and 
these would consequently have to go to the Syrian or Lebanese 
frontiers. ‘The former would bs unlikely to allow Iraqi forces 
to function in Syrian territory but it was quite possible that 
the Lebanese would allow then. c 


Se This deployment would place Transjordan forces in ; 
virtual control of most of Palestine. They would not proclaim 
any form of annexation or formal government, the administration 
being a military one. : ; 


4. From behind this frontier screen would work irregular; 
exploiting the disturbances which were bound to break out in 

the Jewish areas but he did not contemplate the £ncursion of 

the regular troops into that area. After a period of one or 

two yoars they would attempt negotiations with thea Jaws of ferii:; 
them the utmost sutonomy in their own effairs and a proportion. 
share in a central Judaso-Transjordan State. In this State 

such questions as forein policy, defence &., would be in the 
hands of the central government. 


5. If these manosuvres were successful he foresaw that the 
enlarged Transjordean State with the support of Jewish economy 
would become the mest influential State in the Arab Middle 
Hest, and by reason of the well-tried friendship of the King 
and Trensjordan generally for Great Britain the outcome should 
be to our advantage. ; 


6./ 


- Ze 


Se I suggested thet his plen was in fact the same 
&s that put forward by the Arabs in London except that 

the Federation would be ccnfined to Jsws and Trans jordan. 

The Jews had flatly refused the London plan. Did he think 

they would accept his nlan? He said that the extremist Jews 
new in control would prebably not do 30 but he thought that 
sufficient elements among the Yishuv might well,be rlad 

after @ year of cheos- te accept what they would mot now 
consider. Fe brushed asides the suggestions by me’that his 

plan might ifivolve him in trouble wita other Arab States 

though hs said, of courts, no whisper of it must reach 

theme I refrained from any comment except to call attention to 


the mors obvious difficulties and danzers. 


7. - Having delivered himself of this somewhat optdmistic 
project he catsiled what would be Transjordan's course of 
action after their treopa had reached their positions. He 
ervisaged assistance aid encouragement to irregulars in the 
Jewish areas and said that undoubtedly volunteers and 
ivregulars vould pass in from Transjordan nor could the 
Yovernnent stop them even if they wanted to. I said: that 
speaking personally I hated the idea of the bloodshed and 

ruin which would be caused not only to Jews but to hundresas 

ol Arabs as well, end urged that he should refrain from any 
incitement end even assistance to irrsgulers. Could the Arabs 
not bs content to conf'ine themselves to the Arab airsa and wal’. 
on eventse He said that if he could trust te the fixity of 
purpose of the Arab population he couid be satisfied that 
purely economic pressure would stop trie Jewish ambition but 

in fact he knew that it could not be maintained. Had the Arabs 
been sufficiently resistent against economic pressure from the 
Jews, the situation would not be what it is today as the Jews 
would not hseve been able to purchase Arab lands. As it was 
Tens jordan could not stand out of the general Arab movement 
eceinst the Jews. The movenent was spontaneous now though 
senerated by years of extravacgent talk and no povernment could 
stend against 1 t without being overthrown and the King's 
position anc even possibly his life as well as that of members 
of his government mizht well be in danger. 


8. f ended the conversation by urging him in my personal. 
cepacity to work for maderation as far as possible and 
especially to use his influence to ensure that any communique 
issued by the League cid not irretrievably commit the Arabs 

te a course of action which they might efterwards regret. They 
hac shut the door mors than once agaiast sclutions which they 


would now gla accept. Sseuir Pesha agreed with me over this 
and seid ha do whet he could. “ 
De Cl comments are that in the long run the whole : 


plan seens idly optimistic from the Arab point of view thourh 
itt it led to-talks of any sort with the Jews it would be a gain. 
But in such talks any bargain struck is likely to be 
considerably more in fevour of the Jews thanis contemplated 
by Samir. In the short run the plan 3eems unlikely to ease 

the aituation very muche E 
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Despatched ..27/12/47...(19-30)e.0...._ | RECEIVED: 18/12/47 (09.00). 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 
Addressed to Secretary of State 2456, Repeated to Washington 501 
Memin 195 (Please pass to Ambassador and C.in.C) Beirut 1812, 
Damascus 1613, Baghdad 102, Aden 1814, Jedda 108, Amman 1815 and 
British Consul Aleppo 1816. 








LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION. 


General situation has continued to show some improvement. 
Following are major incidents since my telegram 2438 (A) JERUSALEM 
DISTRICT (1) Last night in Jerusalem unknown persons believed Jews 
shot and dangerously wounded two British N.C.0's from C,I.D. head- 
quarters, One of the victims did at 2300 hours, (II) Shortly after 
the incident described above two Jews were shot and wounded by persons 
stated to be in blue uniform, (B) LYDDA DISTRICT, (1) At midday 
on December 15th a Jew was shot and slightly injured by unknown 
Arabs in Batyem, (II) At 1100 hours on December 16th four Arabs 
were found looting Jewish property in Tel-Aviv. Three escaped 
but one was arrested in possession of a knife (III) Yesterday 
afternoon a Jewish truck travelling near Lydda Airport was fired 
upon by Arabs, The truck driver and his Jewish passenger were 
slightly injured, Arab snipers fired on police visiting the 
Seenehat police returned the fire which then ceased (4) During 
afternoon December 15th seven Arabs disarmed the sentry at a 
Railway Police Post on the Haifa - Kantara line and removed eight 
rifles 1500 rounds of ammnition a very light pistol and 30 
cartridges. (C) HAIFA DISTRICT, During the afternoon of the 15th 
December a Military truck was held up by 20 armed Jews on the 
Ras Naqura = Haifa road, The two British soldiers in the truck 
were removed and the vehicle was drived away with its cargo, The 
two soldiers were released unharmed two hours later. (D) GAZA 
DISTRICT, (1) In the early hours of December 16th one of a party 
of Arabs attempting to enter a military at El Jihe was shot 
dead while sealing the perimeter fence (rr) At 3100 hours 
December 16th near Khalusa a Jewish pick-up was attacked by armed 
Arabs, One Jew was killed and one seriously injured, (III) 
During the afternoon of December 16th occupants of a Jewish 
settlement police pick-up are alleged to have opened fire on a 
police officer near Asluj cavelry police post. Police personal 
returned the fire killing 3 Jews and seriously wounded one. 
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From :— The Foreign Office, LONDON, 7, -— H.M.Minis Kfladacan 
Despatched 16/12/47 (19.35). Received 17/12/47 (12.10). 


A. 


of 16th December, 1947. * 





SECRET, 
Addressed to Baghdad telegram No.1179 of December 16th, 


Repeated for informtion to Cairo, B.M.E.O., Amman, Beirut, Jedda, 
Jerusalem, Damascus and Aden, 


Your telegram N 0,123). (paragraph 4). 


Our obligations under the Treaty of alliance with Iraq are 
subordinate to our obligations under the charter of the United 
N ations. This clearly results from Art.103 of the charter 
itself, which says: 


"In the event of a conflict between the obligations of members 
of the United Nations under the present charter and their 
obligations under any other international agreement, their 
obligations under the present charter shall prevail", 


In the treaty of alliance with Transjordan this saver for the 
pre-eminent position of the charter is expressly provided in Art.12, 


2. We could not therefore assist Iraq or Trensjordan if they 
became engaged in hostilities with the Jewish State in Palestine 
unless we could say that Transjordan and Iraq had suffered an 
armed ettack at the hand of the Jewish State and therefore were 
only exercising individual and collective self defence, 


3. The above is for your owm information only. You should 


not become involed in discussion of the point with the Arab 
Gosrnments. 


SECRETARY OF STATE,, 
( HDLeW/HA). 
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HIGH ae PALESTINE 


From gevernor of Aden 
16.12.47 2025 bre. 


Received 12. 
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16.12.47 1855 hrs. 





No. 19 SECRET IMMEDIATE. 


Foreign Office 43535. British mee Bast office 
Cairo 27. Comaissioner Jerusalez 19. Saghdad 13. Damescus 
150. Beirut e Jedés 77. Agnan 152 (Jerusalem please 
pass) BeleMeAe Eritrea 26 fraa Governor Aden December 16th. 


My telegram secret Noe 452. 


Situation sice ssturdey remained eslm security forces 
resumed preceutionsry stege under internal security scheme frou 
noon yesterday. " Naval forces — vaean 
ar have withdrawn from penins exeept one oon 
on sta Getachwent in creter. one edditionsl company arriving 
to-morrow by sea. 


2. I shell send no more situation reports unless disturbances 
recur. 


1L5eliedT 
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(Sgd.) A. S. KIRKBRIDE 
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Copy to:= S/101L/47 


ASK/HA, 


HA. 


CHARGE D'AFAIRES, 
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LONDON. 
8th December, 1947. 
1825 6.12.47 


Addressed to For: ign Office Tel.No.1266 of Dec. 8th 


Repeated to Gairo . Tel. Nod 
Jerusaien '" " 64 
U.K.eDele New York Tel. No. 14 


tel. ; to Cairo, and containing the Seutenee in 


question. 
Re. See my inmediately following tel. 
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Foreign Office please pass to U.K. Delegation 


New York as my tel.14, 
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< (5/875/46) / 5 
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Clear 
From:— prodrom@, CAIRO To:— rodrom®, Al... AN. 


Despatched 18,12. 1947 ( 


Received 19, 12,1947 (10.57) 





Addressed to Foreign Orrice telegram Noe 2345 
December 1°th venpeated to Amy, Jerusalem and SAVING 
+o Baghdad, Beirut, armscus, Jeda@s, Baghdad . 


Your telegram Noe559 to Amiane According 
to ‘Journel d'sgynt' Samir Rifai Pasho asked 
whether Transjordsn had been recuested to withdraw 
its forces (the irab Legion) from *alestine 
repiied that Transjordanisn forcos will only be 
withdrawn ofter departure of British rmy. 


CAMPBII 


Copy to:- 5/1014/47. \/ . 
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a TELEGRAM =~ 
From High Coumissioner, JE2USALD.G ; 2 


RPOOCAAL so rtoseeceocccese ° eeersesece . 
Despatched 18/12/47..(219029). RECEIVED: 18/12/47 
Al—Ordoun Press, Amman 


Addressed to Secretary of State 2466. Repeated to Washington 302, 


Memin 196 (Please pass to Anbassador and C,in.@) Beirut 1623, 
Damascus 1822, Baghdad 104, Aden 1824, Jedda 110, Amman 1825 British 
Consul Aleppo 1826. 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION. 





General situation remains mich the same, During the past few 
days a considerable number of Arab temporary additional constables 
and supernumerary police have absconded with their rifles, other 
Arab police on guard duty have been attacked by Arabs and their 
arms and ammunition have been stoleny 
2. Following are the major incidents reported since my telegram 2456. 
(A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT, 

(1) Baxly yesterday morning two Arabs were found in a wadi 

suffering from bullet wounds, It is believed they were 
shot by Haganah, 


(11) Yesterday moming in Jerusalem a British member of 
British stores disposal office was stopped in his car 
by Arabs. He produced his British passport but 
was assaulted anc stabbed receiving minor injuries, 


(111) Yesterday afternoon in Jerusalem a Jew mentally 
deficient of no fixed abode was shot by an unknown 
Arab and seriously injured. 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT, Yesterday afternoon in Yazur village 
an Ar Tiving a G.P.O, van was shot at from an Arab 


Cafe and slightly wounded, 


(Cc) GAZA DISTRICT, Early yesterday morning Arab variously 
estima at between 30 and 100 attacked Nevatim Jewish 
Colony west of Beersheba. A police party of five which 
endeavoured to reach the Colony was heavily engaged by the 
attackers. Military forces were then sunmoned and gained 
control of the situation, Two Jewish colonists were 
injured in the action one seriously. It is believed that 
the Arabs had come from Hebron, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HA). 


dene? 6: 


SHieX : 


Ce ge ww 
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pris wo.s/louyy7 TELEGRAM. |), - “7/9 


fh heaet to 
From :— H.M. Minister, AMMAN. To:— The wie. Office, LOND 


Despatched 19/12/47 (11.15). Receiued. 


19th December, 19:7. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.381 of 19th Dec. 





Repeated to B.M.E.O. No. 60 
UKDEL New York Noe 29 
Baghdad Noe 46 SAVING 
Beirut Noe 535 SAVING 
Cairo No. 48 SAVING 
Damascus Noe 47 SAVING 
Jedda Noe 45 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noelll SAVING 


— ini 
I have just seen B.M.E.0. telegram wo. 67-sivind 
(of 13th December, 1947). 


King Abdullah has never given me reason to suppose 
that he contemplates the execution of a plan such as 
that described by Samir. 


As I have said before his idea seems to be to 
acquiesce in the Jewish state and to secure the 
remainder of Palestine. 


Samir is inclined to become wilder in his views and 
statements when away from royal control. 


Foreign Office please pass to B.M.E.O. and UKDEL 
New York as my telegrams Nose 60 and 29 respectively. 


PRODROME. 
(ASK/HA). 


W49909, D664, 25m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


COPIED. 
FILE NO. S/1LOU,/47 
Ce? .. 


8 TELEGRAM), | 


From . High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 
BREKKIS'H ORE SUOERT 
Despatched ..29¢12047 (19.25 hrs) heed Received : 20.12.47 (08.45) 


Ae BL... Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





2469. Repeated to Washington 303, Memin 197 (Please pass to 
Ambassador and Commander in cnier§ Beirut 1833, Damascus 1854, 
Baghdad 106, Aden 1835, Jedda 111, Amman 1836, British Consul 
Aleppo 1°37. 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS DECTSION. General situation 
unchanged, Following are the major incidents since my telegran 


24.66. 


2. (A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT (I) Early yesterday morning 
an unknown Arab Pired four shots at a Jewish convoy leaving the 

old city. No casualties or damage. (II) During the morning 
Jewish staff in the departuents of the Accountant General, Land 
Settlexent, Civil Service Commissioner, Attorney General and in 
certain British business firmus left their offices in protest 
against what they considered to be inadequate security arrangements. 
(III) Yesterday afternoon a police car travelling towards Artut 
was fired unon by Arabs in ambush. No casualties, 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT (I) A Jewish boy in Holon was 
injured by a shot fired from the direction of the Arab village 
of Telerrish, (II) Yesterday morning Arabs fired shots at a 
goods train standing in Kfar Jinnis Railway Station. No casualties, 
Police escort on the train returned fire and it is believed 
that three of the attackers were wounded, (III) An Arab store 
in Jaffa was wrecked by explosions last night. 5 Jews weve 
arrested on the scene by the Military, 


(C) Gaza DIsfRIcTr. (I) During the moming of 17th 
December a sten gun was stolen from the rack of a military 
vehicle parked in Gaza town while the driver's attention was 
distracted by Arab youths interfering with the vehicle, (II) 
In early hours of this moming 20 armed Arabs held up police 
post at Isdud Railway station and stole 3 rifles and anuwnition, 


(D) SAMARIA DISTRICT (I) At noon on 18th Decenber “4 
in Tulkarem a sten gun was stolen from a military vehicle while 
the driver was chasing an Arab who had seized a sten pun magazine 
from the vehicle, 


(F) GALILEE DISTRICT, At 9 pem 18th Decenber 2 cars 
containing Jews drove into Khisas Arab village throwing bombs 
and discharging automatic weanons. 2 houses were demolished eae 
Arabs were killed including 5 children and 5 Arabs wounded, one 
seriously, First reports indicate that this was a Haganah outrage 
as pamphlets in Arabic issued by Haganah were scattered in the 
area during the attack, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 
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Despatched 19/12/47 (12.45). 
of 19th December, 1947. 
Addressed to F.0. telegram No.382 of 19th December. 
Repeated to ee New York No. 3 


0 
No. 47 SAVING 
Beirut No. pa SAVING 


Cairo No. SAVING 
Damascus No. 48 SAVING 
Jedda No. 46 SAVING 
B.M.E.O. Noe Lo SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe112 SAVING 


SECRET. 


On the 18th inst. I met A. RUTENBERG Managing 
Director of the Palestine Electric Corporation at his 
Jordan power house on Transjordan territory at his request. 





26 He was anxious to obtain information about the 
attitude of H.M.G. to King Abdullah's avowed intention of 
occupying the Arab areas of Palestine. 


3e I asked him in return what the Jewish authorities 
thought of the idea. He replied that they would sooner 
have Abdullah as a neighbour than any other Arab authori- 
ty; they did not however wish to move in the matter until 
they knew more about the British view. 


he I then said that as far as I was aware H.M.G,. had not 
yet expressed any views on the subject and that having 
regard to their delicate position it would not be surpri- 
sing if they continued to refrain from doing 50. I doubt 
whether this announcement carried conviction but he even- 
tually accepted that I was unable or unwilling to tell him 


anything. 
5/eee2 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code 

Clear -2- 
From :— To :— 


Despatched 





5e Finally he remarked that steps would have to be taken 
(presumably by Jewish authorities) to ensure that any 
action taken by Transjordan towards the end in view 
should not be regarded as a challenge to U.N.O. authority. 
He added that such steps would have to be secret so as not 


to compromise King Abdullah. 


6- I do not consider that Rutenberg made this approach 
on his own initiative but was probably delegated to do so 
by the Jewish Agency. It is generally known that we 

have been on terms of personal friendship for many years 


paste 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my 
telegram No. 30. ; 


PRODROME. 


ASK/HA. 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :—H.M. Minister, AMMAN, To: ee “i @, LONDON. 








Despatched 20/12/47 Received 


No. 38h of 20th December, 1947 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.384 of 20th Dece 





Repeated to UKDEL New York Noe 31 
Ba, Noe 48 SAVING 
Beirut Noe 55 SAVING 
Cairo Noe 50 SAVING 
Damascus . Noe 49 SAVING 
Jedda Ete Noe 47 SAVING 
B.M.E. Oo. . Noe 41 SAVING 
Jerusalem tt No.113 SAVING 


SECRET. 


: Your telegram 2242 to Cairo (of 10th December, 1947) 
about Arab Higher Commande 


1e Information here indicates a difference of opinion 
as to command of irregulars between Mufti who wanted 
Abdel Qader Husseini to be in command and President of 
Syria who favoured Fawzi Qaugjie The President appears 
to have won and Fauzi is in charge. 


2. As regards regular armies, nothing more than the 
original Technical Committee exists at present. Taha el 
Hashimi as representing Iraq and Transjordan is no doubt 
to the fore on the Committee but he is not in command. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York 4s my 
telegram No.5l. 


PRODROME. 


ASK/HA. 


'W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. 


(w/t) (File No.s/1014/47) TELEGRAM iw by 5 Ii) 
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From :— Minister, AMMAN To:— Foreigt{ : ffice, LONDON 


Despatched 20.12.1947 (16,10)  Bemivedk 
.of 20th December, 1947, 





IUMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 385 
of December 20th repeated to : 


Ukdel New York Noe 32 

Baghdad No. 72 

Beirut Noe 83 

Cairo No.112 
Damascus No. 92 

Jgedda No. 69 

Be M. Be O- No. 61 
Jerusalem No.114 SAVING 


SECRET. 


Samir has given me a long account of the 
proceedings of the recent meeting of the Areb League 
at Cairo which I am sending in a following telegrem 
tut you should know immediately that it was decided 
to takeurgent action to supply arms and ammunition 
to the Arabs of Palestine and to reinforce them 
with volunteers, I pointed out that this meant the 
commencement of hostilities before thelend of the mandate 
and I was told in reply that hostilities had elready 
started and that the Arabs could not stand by and see 
their bretheren in Palestine killed by Jews who 
possessed much better equipment it being obvious thst 
the British forces were unable to maintain pesce between 
the two communities. 


As far as Trans jordan is concerned arms 
are being purchased by non-official committees with funds 
raised by public subscription. There are no organised 


bodies of volunteers but numerous armed individuals 
ere 


Ea <'s ap, T. Oc . 
W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. * 7 ¥ f- \ 
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= (Ose 


are known:to have crossed into Palestine by way 
of the Jordan fords already. No official 
encour agement is nesessary. 


There is no question of Arab Legion 
arms end ammunition being sent to the Palestine 
Arabse 


Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel 
New York and Jedda as my slate atabiirit Nos. 32 end 
69 respectively. 


PRODROME. 


i 


(w/z) (afronayan) eee fo jay 
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From :— Yeile Minister, AMMAN To:— Foreign ice, LONDON 


Despatched 90.12, 1947 | Rédeived 
20th December, 1947, 





BO 


Addresa.ed to Foreign Office telegran No. 386 
of December 20th repeated to: 


Ukdel New York Noe 33: 
Baghdad Noe 73 
Beirut Noe 56 SAVING 
Cairo Noe 1 SAVHIG 
Demasous Noe 50 SAVING 
Jedds Noe 48 SAVING 
Be Me Se Oc Noe 42 SAVING 
Jeruselem _iloe 115 SAVING 
i ak 
12) 


SECRET. 

My telegram Woe385 (of 20th December) 
aboutithe Arsb League, Semir informs me thet when Nuri said 
ané the Iraqi Prime Minister visited Awnan on their 
way home the former told the King that he hed gathered 
from offieieal circles in London thet His Hejesty's 
Government werdin favour of Transjordean obteining t 
Arebd aress of Palestine. Transjordan should theregore 
pueh on with seheme with the knowledge that they would 
heve ireagi support in the event of seny of the other 
Arab states making trouble. 


King Abdullah expressed the opinion that 
thelbest way to secure full cooperation was to excoute 
the original scheme for s union or federation between 
Irag and Trans jordan which was considered in 1946, 


Tre Iraqis expres.ed@ approval of the scheme 
of unfon in principle but suggested that ite execution 
hed better be postponed until after Sane" 

future 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. . PeTeOc 


future was clearer, The King countered by saying 
that if there was to be delay he wanted a defensive 
and offensive militery slliance with Iraq 


The Iraqis pointed out thet the existing 
treaty between Iraq and Transjorden would cover 
Iraq coming to Transjorden's assistance in the event 
of an atteok by another perty. The King replied 
that the Iraq Government hed made no attempt to 
give effect to the provisions of the present treaty 
and asked that immediste stspe should be taken 
to set up the various oommon institutions which 
it referred to. 


I shall get the King's version tomorrow 


Foreign Office pl ase pass to Ukdel New York 
end Beghded as my telegrams Nos. 33 and 73 
respectively, 


PRODROMBe 


(W/T) 


(8/1014/47) TELEGRAM. : po o 


A 
Cypher ; ‘ i 
K 
Gondex x ja 
6 


From :—H.Me Minister, AMMAN To :— Foreign Office, LONDON. 


Despatched 21,12,1947 (10.57)  Recckudx 


of 20th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 387 
of. December 20th repeated to: 


Ukdel New York Noe 34 

Baghdad Noe 49 SAVING 
Beirut No. 57 SAVING 
Cairo No. 52 SAVING 
Damascus No. 51 SAVING 
Jedda No. 49 SAVING 
Be Me Eo Oc ¢)} 3 No. 43 SAVING 
Jerusalem Ji Noe.116 SAVING 


\ 


SECRET. 

My telegram Noe385 (of December 20th) about 
Arab League. Semir gave me the following information 
in confidence knowing that I would repeat it to you 
and requested that it should not be used in a manner 
by which hewould be compromised. 


2e The Council was presented with a revort by the 
military technical committee to the effect that the 

Arabs of Palestine were in ean unfavourable position 
compared with the Jews and that it was urgently necessary 
to send both arms and volunteer reinforcements to the 
former. The committee pointed out that while this 
action might enable the Arabs of Palestine to hold their 
own only intervention by the Arab armies could prevent 
the implementation of the Partition plan. 


The report stated that the Syrian Government had 
supplied 600 rifles and the Lebanese Government 300 rifle: 
to the volunteer training centre at Qatana but that 

at least / 


W30067. DIS5O0. 55M. (sorts). 10/45. 





st least another 5000 rifles were needed. The centre 
had 300 men nearing the completion of their training 
and these should be sent to Palestine as instructors 
and a further class commenced. 

There were already over seven hundred 
Palestinians at Qateana and no more could be handled 
at the moment. 


Se After discussion the Counoil decided the propor- 
tions of arms end ammunition to be supplied by each 
state and Syria and the Lebanon offered to send in 
addition 15,000 french grenades and some French 
automatic weaponse 

The supply of rifles was divided 1000 Egypt 
1000 Syria 1000 Iraq 1000 Saudi Arabia 500 Lebanon 
500 Transjordan, A quota of volunteers was also 
dis@ussed but it was agreed that there was no means 
of controlling the actual numbers which went to 
Palestine. 

It was decided to increase the sum of a million 
pounds decided upon in the Lebanon to two millions 
to be spent on assisting theArabs of Palestine. 

The activities of the volunteers will come under 
the general direction exercised from Syria of 
ISMAIL SAWFAT who will be released from the Iraq 
army for that purpose and there would be three 
local command: in Palestine under FAUZI KAUKJI 
the two other command@rs to be elected by the 
Palestinians. 


4, The next/ 
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4 The next question was raised by Samir, the 
position of the other states regarding U.N.0. It was 
argued that they could remain members of the organisation 
and still refuse to accept the decision about Paledtine. 
It was however recognised that any open steps taken 

to prevent implementation would lead to reaction by 

the Security Council. 

The Egyptian Prime Minister made it clear that 
theBgyptian army could not intervene both because of 
thelpresence of British forces on Igyptien soil and 
because the Egyptian cese was still technically before 


Ue Ne Oc 

It was eventually agreed generally that the open 
use of Arab armies against the Jews even after the end 
of the mandste was not practical for the present. 
A suggestion was madc but not pursued that army 
personnel might go to Palestine out of uniform. 


5e Economic sanctions by and egainst the Arab states 
were discussed. The Iraqi Prime Minister said that 

he originally intended to cancel all concessions but 
Great Britain's stand on the question of partition 

had changed the position. 

T nemy was now the UeSeAe He would like to 
know whether the Syrien Lebanese and Saudi Governments 
were prepared to cancel their concessions to American 
concerns. After a lengthy talk it became evident that 
no one was prepared to cancel concessions and the 
subject wes dropped. 


6. On the subject of arms and ammunition the Syrian 

and Lebenese delegstes said that they had been offered 

quautities a& by the SKODA works for immediate delivery 

but difficulties which might still be overcome had arisen 
over the / 
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over the payment in sterling of the value of £600,000. 


Te The Mufti was excluded from the discussions 

by thefIraci and Transjordan delegates who also 

opposed attempts by the Saudi and Egyptian delegates 

to discuss t utre administragion of the Arab areas 

of Palestine. NOKRASHI actually mentioned the Mufti 
es the futmre ruler of the Arab state of Palestine and 
produced an explosion of wrath from Saleh Jabr who 

said that he would never consent to such an arrangement. 


8. Nuri Said arrived in time for the last two 

meetings. He suggested that Ibn Saud the most closely 

related to theAmericans should try and get the latter 

to change their mind over implementation. The Amir 

Feisal promised to refer the suggestion to his father. 
Jamil Mardem questioned Nuri es to the line 

His Majesty's Government would take regarding Arab 

intervention in Palestine. Nuri said that once 

they were out the British would disinterest themselves, 


9 Finally Samir recapitulated the conclusions 
arrived at and asked whether any other member would 
object if a state found itself in a position to go 
even further in assisting the Arabs of Palestine. 

The Iragis said that there could be no objection 
and the others had to agree elthough they realised 
the point of the question and the favoureble 
situation enjoyed by Transjordan geographically. 

They did however arfue that any administration 
set ug in Palestine by another state could only be of 
a temporary nature pending the consultation of the 


Palestinians. 
10. Commenting / 
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10. Commenting Samir said that the Mufti's position 
had been weakened greatly by the appointment of an 
Iragi to commend the volunteers, by his exclusion 
from the discussions in Cairo and by the failure 

of the League to reach any decision about the 
establishment of en Arab Government in Palestine. 

That the Mufti realised this was shown by the fact 
that hehad called on Samir in orderto express 

his loyalty to King Abdullah, 

Semirappreciates the danger of clashes betwoen 
the Arabs and the British forces as a result of the 
sending of arms and reinforcements but he feels 
that any Arab authority who attempted to check such 
movements would fall from power because of the depth 
of feeling aroused by the heavy Arab casualties 
at Jewish hands, He felt that it might be desirable 
for the British to advanoe the date of the end of 
the mandate, 


ll. I am seeing King Abdullah tomorrow_and will 
doubtless obtain his reactions. / (er /%% 


Foreign Office please pass to Ukdel New York 
as my telegram No. 34. 


PRODROME. 


W30057, DI350. 55M. «i sorta). 10/45. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 





19th December, 1947. 





Addressed to B.M.E.0. Cairo telegram No.903 of December 19th, 


Repeated for information to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus 
and Jedda,. 
NI 


oP 


Your telegram No.596. — 


It is evident from SALIH JABR's statement to CLAYTON that the 
Arabs believéd the fact of some dominions voting against them show 
that we had done nothing to influence their opinion the other way, 
that the former is under some misconception as to the position 
of .the dominions. 


2. ‘The position is that the dominions are Sovereign States 
completely independent of H.M.G. in the United King’ India and 
PAKISTAN voted with the Arabs against partition, Australia Canada 

New Zealend and South Africa voted for partition, In conformity 
with the attitude which we had adopted throughout we did not 

attempt to influence the attitude of any of them qne way or the other. 


3 We do not want (gp. undec, ? quick) an this one point of Salih 


(Ja)or's but you could speak in the foregoing sense if suitable 
opportunity presents itself or if you find other Arab leaders 
labouring under similar misconception, 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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From :—B.M.E.0. Cairo. To :-H.™. Minister, AMMAN, 


Received 






Despatched 





of 19th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Baghdad telegram No.196 of December 19th and Jedde, 

Damascus, Beirut, Agman, 

Repeated to Jerusalem, 
poe 

Foreign Office telegram to Cairo 22,2, 

Nuri Pasha and Sheikh HAFIZ WAHBA told CLAYTON that no one 
had been appointed to command, ~ Both denied that it would be 
TAHA AL HASHIM as did JAM(IL omittea) MARDAM, 

2. Clayton thinks it most unlikely thet Taha would ever be 
appointed as he is very theoretical, not very efficient and had 


done no soldiering for more than twenty years. 


MEMIN, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di6é4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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SAV INGRA.. (28) COPY NO/ \& 
FRO: CAIRO DESP ; BY BAG 
TO ; FORSIGN OFYIC ae 
NO ; 176 SAVING. DATED: 15.12.47 os 


Addressed to Foreign Office No.176 Saving of the 15th ( 
December repeated Saving to Bagdad No.100, Beirut No. 99, 


Anan No.118, Damascus No.9, Jerusalem No.114, Jedda No.103 
and Alexandria No.51. 


WesnLY SPPRACIATION. 


The Government’s ban on demonstrations (see my Weekl 
Appreciation telegram No.172 of 9th Yecember, paragraph 31, has 
been singularly effective with the result that no further 
incidents have been reported. 


2. The following chiefs of governments, or their 
representatives, are now attending the meetings of the 
Folitical Committee of the Arab League in Qairo to discuss 
Palestine:- 


Egypt Nokrashi Pasha (Prime i.inister). 

Saudi-Arabia The Emir Feisal (Minister of Foreign Affairs). 

Iraq Saleh Gabr Bey (Prime i.inister). 

Syria Jamil mardas Bey (Prime i.inister). 

Lebanon Riad al-Sulh Bey (Prime Minister). 

Trans jordan Samir al-Rifai rasha (frime Minister). 

Yemen 41 Sayed Ali el iwoayed, Yemen representative 
in Cairo. 


The venue of the weetings was kept a close secret until a few 
hours before the first meeting which was held on 8th December 

at the Egyptian l.inistry of Foreign affairs. Meetings have been 
held in secret and no reports have been issued. 


3. 4& Committee consisting of wany Egyptian notables and 
politicians of all parties has been formed under the title of 

the "Higher Coiuwittee of the Valley of the wile". Four sub- 
comiittees have now been appointed to assist in carrying out the 
decisions which may be taxen by the arab League. According to 
the press, Ali heher, iakram Gbeid, Hafez Ranedan, Sheikh Hassan 
wakhlouf (the Grand iufti) and Youad 4baza heve been appointed to 
act as the executive authority of the Higher Comuittee. 


4. On Sth Deceuber, the Sgyptian Senate unanimously passed 
the following motion on the subject of the United Nations 
Organisation’s decision on the partition of falestine: "The 
Senate proclaims its condemnation of the unjust decision taken 
on 29th November, 1947, by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations Organisation, tearing valestine into two states, 
violating the sacred rights of its inhabitants and violating 
the text of the Charter of the United Netions which it should 
have applied anc respected. All this has talen place under the 
influence of means which law, traditions and worality condemn. 
It invites the Government to collaborate with all the Arab 
Governments, ana other zovernments wnich support them, to prevent 
by all possible means the execution of this decision", The 
wOotion was proposed by members of all parties and of all three 
faiths - ioslem, Vhristian and Jewish. 


/5. Ina 


See 


5. In an interview with "Al saman", the ..inister for 
'oreign Affairs, i.hashabe Pasha, denied ruaours that the 
Anglo-igyptian Jreaty negotiations had been or were about 

to be re-opened. His sxcellency re-stated the Egyptian 
Government’s policy as being that negotiations between Zgypt 
and Great britain were not possible as long as an "army of 
occupation" was still on Egyptian territory. 


6. the anglo-jgyptian negotiations on the sterling balances 
opened in Cairo on &th December. A couwmuniqué giving a list 

of representatives on both sides was published but no statement 
on tne course of the negotiations has yet been made public. 


76 The trial of the twenty-six accused on charges of the 
murder of Amin Usman fasha and other terrorist activities 
continued. (See ‘ieekly Appreciation No.172 of 9th December, 
paregraph 8). In order to examine the defence’s allegations 
that the confessions were extracted under pressure the Court 
uecided to hold that part of the trial in camera. 


6. According to the "Journal d’Jgvpte", twelve of the 
officers arrested in connection with the recent Army bomb plot 
(see Weekly Appreciation No.169 of 28th November, paragraph 1), 
have now been released, six reuiaining in preventative detention, 


9. with reference to Weekly Appreciation Wo.90 Saving of 
ond August, paragraph 10, twelve of the thirteen accused in 
the .etro Cine.za bomb case came before the Court of Assizes 
on Sta December, the German, iurt iwetz, being absent owing 

to illness. in view of this, the Court decided to adjourn 
until 6th march, 1948. Six of the accused were released on 
bail for L.#.50. Saad saghloul Fouad, the principal acoused, 
is reported to have attacked one of the warders on returning 
to prison and also the Parquet agent who was later sent to 
investigate this ettack. 


10. The sale of the property of the angzlo-d%gyptian Union was 
held on 12th December. His majesty ding Farouk had previously; 
bought the library of the Union for L.2.1,250. Good prices 
were realised for the remainder of the property. On the day 
before the sale Senator Louis i‘anous caused a writ to be issue 
on the chairman and members of the coumittse against the 
liyuidation of the Union. The comaittee decided to proceed 
with the sale however, on the grounds that a writ issued at 
such a late moment could only be consicéered as vexatious, 


CAu:t BLL. 
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Your telegram Bo 32hilie 
4A3 MIOMER Gv. u4RD « 

The infomtion regar€ing the appointment 
of Tshea e] Heshinm: hs: Lecm configmed dy smother source in fairly 
close touch sith the «reb Higher Comaittece. 
e The imprescion geineéd from information bere ts 
het Heshiai's epro:mtment if it hes been egreed to represents 
compromise elI round by te appointment of sn Iregi who is 
either pro= norm Wiolently «nte Heehenite.e ‘He ie guia:to bee 


oupe tent eamistretor and persone grete hy) Iraqi erry 


t of whose officers he hos ees 
3e Azzen’s ot. temcnt-t6 Clgyton Fepopted in Bux0 
clegrsem Boo 585 to Ypriegn Office may perheps be inte:preted 
& indieeting that wnile sgreenent on the eppointment of en 


rad CmineC when the time comes haz been resehed no formal 
ppointnent hee yet teen medee 
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1,06 299 SAVLIVG S.iCRST. 
Repeated to: fashington iio. 855. 
Yelle Oe 10. S54.(Please pass to 
fein GID LF Noe 855) 


¢ 


Asibassador Sairo No. 855. 
aCii, WO. 857. 
Hew Delhi ito. 858. 
agndad 70. 859-~ 
Jeddah ijo. 360. 

éirut No. 361. 
A160 jTo. 862. 


Dauisseus i790. 8635. 








In view of the oressure of work arising from 
the probleus of withcrawal and of the fact that I now 
send you each week an intellisence appreciation, I 
propose to discoutinvue the rendition of .ioathly reports, 
the last 03; hich, Tor ,ove.iber, wes contained in ty 
saving telesram lo. 255 of 12th Deceaber. 
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From .. High Commissioner, JERUSALE, fl 
To... British Legation, AMA 
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Adbiybackti: 
Despatched .....200120t:2..( 17046 WIS) ceeecion 


Al—Ordon Fress, Amman 








Addressed to Secretary of State 21.78 Repeated to 
Washington 306, Mendin 199 (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander 
in Chief) Beirut 1852, Damscus 1853, Baghdad 109, Aden 1854, 
Jedda 114, Amman 1855, British Consul, Aleppo 1856. LOCAL RHACTIONS 
TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION e Following are major incidents since 


my telezram 2469. 


2. (A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT s=- Yesterday afternoon a Jew 
ener eee eerie = 5 

was rescued by police while being att .cked by a crowd of Arabs in 

Jerusalem, he was removed to hospital in a serious condition. 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT s= (I) Yesterday morming the body 
of an Arab was aduitted to hospital in Jaffa, he is reported to 
have been shot and killed by unknown Jews in Tel el Rish, (II) 
Near Ramle reilway station yesterday afternoon a Jewish truck 
loaded with flour was stopped by Arabs and destroyed by fire the 
two Jews travelling in the truck escaped (III) A Jew in Holon was 
wounded yesterday afternoon by a shot fired from Arab village of 
Tel er Rish (IV) During the night of 18th/19th December unknown 
persons entered Immigration Offices in Tel Aviv and stole five 
secret files, 


(C) HAIFA DISTRICT :- In Haifa yesterday afternoon 
two Avabs were wounded when two unknown Jews fired shots into 
Allenby road. . 


(D) SAMARIA DISTRICT (I) Early yesterday morning 
an unknowm armed Arab held up occunants of Qalgilia police post 
and stole eight rifles, 300 rounds of ammunition, a very light 
pistol and 30 cartridges. (II) Shortly afternoon yesterday a 
goods train bound from Haifa to Lydda was stopped by an explosion 
on the line approximately 100 unkmown armed Arabs then opened fire 
on the train and help up the crew. 35 tons of sugar were taken 
from the train and loaded into lorries which drove off, Thore 
were no casualties and no damage caused to the train. Two Aral 
tenmorary additional constables acting as escort to the train 
deserted with their rifles and ammmition (III) Later in the 
afternoon another goods train was stopped by explosion of a fog 
detonator,arned Arabs attacked the train broke open wagons and removed 
a quantity of rice, barley and wha&t to trucks, parked in near by 
orange grove, the train escort returned the fire but were immediately 
disarmed, 


(C) GALILEE DISTRICT : From 1130 hours yesterday a 
complete eubirgo has been placed for a period of 36 hours on 
movement of all Jewish transport in the northern Huleh area, 


(D) GAZA DISTRICT s= In the early hours of 19th 
December a number of armed Arabs held up the personnel at Isdud 
Railway station police post and stole 3 rifles, 540 rounds of 
ammunition. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 


2 


“a 


[39 


OE EROS ccc caecrentianenminte 


8 TELEGRAM ; 
o 


Hich Commission:r, 


niga: JERUSALEM To......BPitish Legation, AMMAN” 
PROMS PORES DONT 
KORO CR 
Despatched ...21012047..(U4-30 hrs). Recd. 21412.47 aeae oa a 





Addressed to Secretary of State 2479. 

Repeated Washington 307, Memin 200 (Please pass to 
Ambassador and Commander in Chief) Beirut 1857, Damascus 
1858, Baghdad 110, Amman 1859, Jedda 115, Aden 1861, 
British Consul Aleppo 1860. LOCAL REACTION TO UNITED 
NATIONS' DECISIONs= Incidents involving casualties 

o both Jews a Arabs continue. There has been a 
further indiscriminate attack by Jews on an Arab village 
resulting in casualties to imocent persons. Additional 
instances of Arabs looting supply from goods trains 
have occurred. The following are the major incidents 
reported:= 


(A) JERUSALEM (I) On the Jerusalem 
Jaffa road a Jewish bus was fired on and one passenger 
was wounded (2) On friday night a Jewish supernumerary 
police sergeant was killed in Jerusalem by shots fired 
at him by Arab sentries guarding a military officers 
pti the guards allege that the Jew fired at them 
irste 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT := (1) At midnight 
on December 19/20 was approached Qazaza village and 
opened fire indiscriminately with automatic weapons 
killing one Arab male,seriously injured, another one 
slightly injuring an Arab female. (2) In the early 
hours of 20th Decembsr a military patrol was fired 
upon by unknown persons and a British Private was 
killed (3) Yesterday morning two Arabs in Jaffa were 
wounded by shots fired from the direction of Tel-Aviv. 


(C) SAMARIA DISTRICT s= (1) During the 
night of 19th December between Qaqun and Tulkarm 
railway staions Arabs attacked a goods train and 
stole. barley, cattle, margarine and cement from the 
wagons. There were no casualties. (2) Later that 
night another goods train was attacked by armed Arabs 
and flour and other articles were stolen, one Arab 
believed to be an attacker was killed by shots fired 
by the train escorte 


(D) GALILEE DISTRICT := In Khisas 
Arab village a Jewish convoy was fired upon presumably 
by Arabs and two Jews were seriously injured, a third 
Jew is missing. Khisas was the scene of the Haganah 
outrage on December 18th. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 


FILE No.S/lou/u? ~ TELEGRAM. (133 


Cypher (1/2) 
Ge Ve 


Gear A 


From :— HM, Minister, AMMAN, To :—Foreign marr 










Despatched 22/12/47 Received 













of 22nd December, 194-76 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,388 of December 22nd, 


Repeated to UKDEL New York Mo, 35 
Baghdad No, 50 SAVING 
Beirut No, 58 SAVING 
Cairo No, 53 SAVING 
Damascus _ No, 52 SAVING 
Jedda = No, 50 SAVING 
B.M.E.0. f 5 No. 4d SAVING 
Jerusalem , \w Noe117 SAVING 
SECRET, yt = 


My telegram No.387 “(of 20th December, 1947). 


Account of meeting of Arab League given to King by Samir 
and by Iraqi visitors was the same as that which I received, 


2, King suspected that there may be some secret resolutions 
which they dared not tell him, I doubt whether this is s0, 


3, King's general comment was that the plan to assist the 
Arabs of Palestine to create disorder would do more harm than F 
good and the sooner some authority could take over the Arab 


areas the better, 


Foréign Office please pass to UKDEL New York es my telegram 
Noe55e6 


PRODROME, 


(ASK/Mai/iiA) 


W30057, DIS50. 55M. (4 sorts), 10/45. 
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From :—Foreign Office,LONDON. To:—H.Me Minister, AMMAN. 


Received 21/12/47 (15.06). 









Despatched 





21/12/47 


of 20th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Amman telegram No.575 of 20th December. 


Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. Cairo, Baghdad, Cairo, 
Damascus, Beirut, Jedda and Jerusalem. 


TOP SECRET. NY 
Your telegram Noe381e~ 


It would grestly help our assessment of the future 
situation in Palestine to have your appreciation of the 
following questions: 


(1) What areas of Palestine is it likely that the 
Trans jordan forces would try to occupy ? Would 
these be 


(a) Arab areas as defined by the boundaries or 


(b) all areas in which there are Arab inhabitants 
(aress in which there are Arab inhabitants 
Cyphered twice) or 


(c) some intermediate position ? 


(2) What would be the probable rcactions of the Arabs in” 
Palestine to any of these eventualities ? 


(3) What would be the reactions of the other Arab States 
in any of these three cases ? 


Beek 


'W49909, D664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Code (2) 
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2. The High Commissioner of Palestine has been asked 
for his appreciation of (2) @bove. Comments from His 
Majesty's Missions in the other Arab countries will 
also be welcome on (3) above. 


Se It would also be useful to know if there is any 
probable arrangements for the division of Arab areas, 
on any of the above (points), into zones of occupation 
by different Arab States. 


4. You and His Majesty's Representatives to whom this 
telegram is repeated should not of course (gpe undeoc. ? mu 
question) Governments to which you afe accredited on the 
above points. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA) 


'W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From: CHARGé D'AFFAIRES, 7 To; FORBIGN ae 


. BAGDAD. 


No: 1272 





ltth December, 1947. 


: 1145 10/12/47. 
ro 


5.1.0. } 
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Addressed to Foreign Offices, tel o.1272 of 
l0thDecember, 1947. 
Repeated to B.M.EB.U., tel No. 364. 


i Jerusalem, tel on SAVING. 
f- Cairo, tel No. 78 
jee Beirut, tel Noss? 

an tel WN 
amasCus, 0.51, 
Jedda, tel No.50, 


7” Nok aed ey 


tel 34 Saving. 


The head of the B.A.M.M. learns 
intention had been to move the mec 
for action in Palestine. 













t the original 
sed brigade westward 


willingness of Syria and 
gents of more than Com 


2. In view however of the 
Lebanon to contribute c 
strength Iraqis have redtced their proposed contri 
to one battalion. infantry battalion is already 
earmarked for this~purpose. 


3. Assurance given me by A/P.M. today and reported in 
my tel 1267para 2 b oar renders this move 


unoperative for the t being. 
4. I gather that Iraqi army is most reluctant to be 
involved. 

, BUSK. 


JCBR/JFB/DLB 
AD/ VK 
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& Z 


This is an unparcphrased version of a Seerct cypher (typex) message * 

and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to communi- 
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Fr 
TO: ruKISTAn (H.C.) 


(Sent 11.15 pem. 5th Dec., 1947) (l 


IhyOkT..NT 
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#Géresscd to ULCoLi Karachi telesram NoehOYof 5th 
December 1947. Repeates by F.uU. Saving for Anformation to 
UA. Delegation New York, Washington BMbQ%, Cairo Baghdad smman 
Cairo Jeddn Damascus Boirut. 

Forcicn Office telegram Nos1166 to Bagdad of December 2nd, 
Prlestinc. 

Sir Zcfrulleh Khan hes already used his influence with 
representative urabs jn 2c most helpful manner (sco Danascus 

S 

tolegsram Noe541.— ¢ 
2e If you see no objeetion plcasc cxpress our appreciation to 
the Government of Pakistan and ask them to continuc to urge upon 


arab states the considerations stated in Forcign Office telegram 


under references 
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Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





1871 Addressed to Secretary of State 2488, Repeated 
to Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in 
Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jedda, Amman, British 
Consul Aleppo, LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION := 
Following are or ents repo since yeste ° 


(A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT (I) Early yesterday mormming 
between Ramallah and Ramle an Arab bus was stopped by ten to 
fifteen armed Jews who opened fire killing three Arab passengers. 
(II) At three o'clock yesterday afternoon in Jerusalem four 
armed Jews shot am® a British army officer and a British N.C.0. 
N.M.O. subsequently claimed responsibility for this outrage. (III) 
Last night in Jerusalem a British Jew employed by the public 
information officer was shot dead by unknown personnel, 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT (I) Arab village of dier Ayoub 
was attacked in the early hours ef yesterday by armed Jews, three 
houses were damaged by bombs and two cows lost their lives, no 
human casualties. (II) Yesterday afternoon in Yajur Arab village 
a Jewish truck was burnt by Arabs and two Jewish occupants were 
killed. Later Jewish convoys passing through the village were 
fired on by Arabs and five Jews were slightly injured. Subsequently 
a Jewish pickup carrying Jewish settlement police entered the 
village and the Jews fired continuously and threw hand grenades 
while passing through the village, one Arab was killed and two 
youths were seriously injured, a Jewish truck the driver of which 
escaped was later destroyed by fire in the village, (III) 
Yesterday afternoon three Arabs in Jaffa were shot by Jews. 


(C) GALILEE DISTRICT (I) During the morning of 
December 21st two Jewish settlement police travelling in trucks 
on the Beisan road were wounded by rifle fire directed at them 
by unknown Arabs (II) Sporadic firing took place in Safad yesterday 
as a result of which one Arab was killed and two Arabs , two 
Jews and one British N.C.0. were wounded, 
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Unnuaberede SEC. Et I "PORTANT. 


To “ritish Middle “ast office, Cairo repeated High 
‘O@uiseioner, Jeruselea, fils sejesty's Agbsssedor, Seghdad, 
Tide Majesty's Minister, vewseus, tis ie jesty’s sinister, heirut, 
Nie ‘jesty’s “inister, Jedé@a, “is Jejesaty"s iinister, Aman. 
(Jeruselem please pess) Be ‘eMeAe EPitrea froa covernon Aden. 


At epproxiaately 10.30 sem. local tine neceaber Zoth e stone 
thrown by Jewich e in crater injured oa Arab woricsan 
in reuoving the debris frou houses in eorlier disturbances. 
Rwaour spreed that e workman had been killed. This was 

Genicd but excitement end tension grew 


auall wos started but was quickly subéaeg by polies. car 
end suspect driver were subsequently apprehended. Foliow 

upom this s Jewish shop remote frou the Jewish wee looted. 
above inc ts occurred between approxiuzetely @eme and 12.50 
Pele and were dealt with by arneé ené civil w 
Gelling in silitery sid. on the order of A cer Comending 


& puering 
a * On the 
et areon in Jewish quarter of cretér but 


er 
casualties have occurred from the above incidents. 


de \itueation is being closely watcheé. wueh ef the trouble 
is @caseé by appetite for looting sroused in the recent riots. 


Se To Nigh coaalsesioner, Jerussles only. Gretefal if you 
inform .den Jewish ,ssociation 36, (group corrupt) street, 
Tel aviv who have telegraphed me direct concerning the 
elaraist rumoure they hev« received from ,éen Jewee 
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ate to Poretg:n Offt-s ge or rig be 177 of 
December 17th, repeated Siving to Bagda > Amman 
119, Bairut 100, Damascus 5+, Jedda 104, Jerusatem 115. 


My telegram No. 2267 /cf 5th December: Anti- 
partition demonstrations/. 


A mass demonstration, authorised by the Government 
and said to be one of the largest ever he'd in Egypt, 
was organised on 14th December vy the Higher Committce 
of the Nile Valley Group ts Save Palestine. Following 
the mid-day prayers, the demonstrators, estimated ty 
the Press to number some hundred thousand, proceeded 
in orderly fashion from the Azhar to Opera Square, 
shouting slogans against Zionism and partitian of 
Palestine. Speeches were made to the crowd from the 
terrace of the Continental. Hotel by Saleh Harb, Riad el 
Solh, the -_ Feisal, Jamil Mardamy a Sheikh and a 
Coptic priest. The speakers emphasised thet every 
effort would be made to keep Palestine Arab and 
independent and thst she wouid he furnished with all 
the arms, money, material «nd men she may need. The 
demonstrators then procee'«d to Ahdin Palace shouting 
"we want weapons to start the struggle", "down with 
America, the Imperialists", "down with Britain and 
Russia", "down with the Jews". Representatives of 
various groups wrote their nsmes in the King's bogk, 
and the crowd then dispersed. 


2. Elaborate precsutions had leen teken by the 
Security Authorities end 1-2 incidents were reported,: 


3. According to the Press, prominent members of this. 
Committee (which has recently teen formed) include: 


Ali Meher : Makram Ebeid 
Hafez Ramadin Fuai Abaza 
Sheikh Hassanein Mericuf ..wcfti of Egypt) 
Hilmi Isse Tewiik Doss 
Maitre Cmer Omar Maurice Archache 
Saleh Harb Hassan el Banna 


Mustafa Momen 


CAMPBELL. 


Copy to : §.S.R. 
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From :— The Foreign Office,LONDON, To :— HM, 


Despatched 21/12/47 (15.36). Received 22/12/47 (10,30). 


of 20th December, 197. 





Addressed to Cairo telegram No,2289 of December 20th, Baghdad, 
Jedda, Ammen, Beirut, Damascus, and B,M.E.0, Ceiro, 
Repeated for information SAVING to Washington, U.K.Delegation 
New York, 

CONFIDENTIAL, 

Please repeat to Washington U.K. Delegation New York e11 
telegrems reporting more important Arab reactions to United ilations 
plans for Palestine or Arab intentions to intervene directly or 


indirectly in Palestine. 


{ SECRETARY. OF STATE, 


W49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :— H.M. Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 23/12/47 (13040) _— Received 
of 23rd December, 1947. 





IMPORTANT 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.390 of 23rd December, 


Repeated +o UKDEL New York * No, 36 
Baghdad ~ No. 74 
Beirut t° No, & 
Cairo % No.113 
Damascus No. 93 
Jedda No, 70 
B.M.E.0. a No. 62 
Jerusalem / co No.118 SAVING 


TOP SECRET. ve / 
Your telegram 575 (of 20th December, 1947). 


1. The Transjordan plans for the occupation of the Arab 

areas of Palestine are fluid but as far as I can ascertain the 
intention is first to secure Neblus and Hebron and, if possible, 
Gaza and then to extend authority as and when possible to all the 
parts of Palestine not allocated to the Jewish state or to the 
Jerusalem enclave by United Nations Organisation, 


Because of difficulties of commmnications and the limited 
number of men available it is not proposed to attempt to reach 
western Galilee at the first stage, 


A provisional military administration would be set up in the 
first instance as the move would be made ostensibly for the 
purpose of protecting the Arab areas from Jewish expansion, The 
question of the annexation of the areas to Transjordan would be 
avoided although annexation would be the ultimate aim, 


> Z/evet 


(aSK/HA). 


W30057. Dis50, 55M. (sorts), 10/45, 





2, The reactions of the Arabs in the occupied areas of Palestine 
would depend largely on the speed with which the move was made and 
the degree to which pro-Mufti bands had infiltrated from Syria 
beforehand, 


Owners of vested interests in Arab Palestine seem to view the 
arrival of irregular bands with some apprehension and they would 
probebly welcome and assist the establishment of a stable administra- 


tion, 


3, Iraq would apparently support Transjordan see my telegram 386 of 
the 20th of December, 1947. I assume that Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt would be hostile, I do not feel able to express an opinion 
about the Lebanon, 

he I do not believe that there is any agreed arrangement for the 
division of the Arab areas into zones of occupation, It would 
appear probable however that, if Transjordan did not occupy western 
Galilee immediately, someone else would do 80. 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and Jedda as ny 
telegrams Nos, 36 and 70 respectively. 


PRODROME, 


(ASK/HA). 


W30067, DI350. 55M. (1 sorts), 10/45. 
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1881 Addressed to Secretary of State 2499. Repeated 
Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador & Commander in 
Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jedda, Amman, British 
Consul, Aleppo. LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION, 
Following are the major incidents reported since yesterday. 


2. (A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT (E) Just before midnight on 
December 21st a police patrol was fired upon in Sheikh Jarrah 
quarter Jerusalem by unknown persons believed to be Arabs, 
Police returned the fire with no known result but an Arab MHZ 
suspected of being implicated was later admitted to hospital 
suffering from bullet wounds. (II) In early hours of December 
22nd a police car was fired at by unknown Arabs and one British 
constable was slightly injured (III) Last night on the main 
road south of Hebron armed Arabs held up a military truck 

and stole two sten guns and other equipment. No casualties were 
caused, 


(B) LyDpDA DISTRICT (I) During morning December 22nd 
a Jewish bus travelling in Bat Yam area was fired upon by Arabs 
the driver was slightly wounded and one passenger was killed 
(II) Yesterday moming a Jewish supernumerary police constable 
at Sarafand was shot and seriously wounded by unknown Arabs 
who stole his rifle and ammunition. (III) Early yesterday 
morning a Jewish settlement policeman was shot and slightly 
wounded by unknown Arabs near Ben Shemen colony. 
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22nd December, 19447. 
Addressed to F.0. telegram No.1325 of December 22nd. 





Repeated to B.M.E.0., Jerusalem, Amman, Jedda, Beirut 
and Damascus. 


ane pwn 


Oe as le iv 
Your telegram No.1161. ee 


I have not yet had the chance to discuss Palestine 
with the Prime Minister and have had only brief talk 
with NURI. 


2e The latter repeated that best hope was intervention 
by Ibn Saud with U.S. Government. He had spoken to 
FEISAL and was maintaining pressure but it would be two 
or three weeks before he got the answer. 


3e The alternative,which no one wanted, was military 
action by regular Arab forcesSe Egypt would not take 
this in reality because the Mufti did not like it but 

sie)giving the ludicrous excuse that if the Egyptian forces 
become engaged we would attempt military coup a'état 
in Egypte The only other organised and efficient 
contingents would come from Transjordan and Iraq: Nuri 
told Feisal that if his father acted with America this 
necessity would be avoided. If not no one could 
prevent Abdullah from taking action. 


he Nuri mentioned that all his information went to 
show that the MUPTI's following in Palestine was very 
much smaller than he had thought. Without Egyptian 
support he would be nothings 

5/- ee 2 
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5e Nuri hoped we should be able to terminate the mamate 
before May 15th. Every week's delay incurred danger of 
our being forced to take sides. 


If we had to support the Jews against the Arabs in any 
way it would be disastrous. He proposed to take the line 
here that we could not fairly be asked to support the Arabs 
but it was essential that we (gp. undec.) support the Jews. 


6. It it did come to Military action the main thing 
that interested him was petrol for the Jews without which 
they were lost because unlike the Arabs they depended on 
mechanical transporte He would like to cut off supplies 
but agreed that this would be most difficult if<arm our 
evacuation was not to be interfered withe 


(CJB/HA). 
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uy telegram 45¢ to you peregreph 206 

I am reliably inforwed that ell syrisn Govermesaht troops 
heve been withdrewn from the talestine frontier aree except 
for strengthened frontier patrols and one uit mambering 
about 190 men near “enias. 


Be Pwbiiestion of this informetion would probebly result in 
SvPians agein sending troops to the ———, eee, and 
it should therefore be treated es confidentia 


Se Jerusclea plesce pass to amen ab my Qebagyen FO suving- 
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From :—H.M.Minister, BEIRUT. To:— H.M. Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 20/12/47(14.18). Received 21/12/47 (10.00). 





of 19th December, 1 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.906 of Dec.19th. 


Repeated to Baghdad, Cairo, Jedda, Amman, B.M.H.0., 
Jerusalem, Washington New Work Delegation and SAVING 
Damascuse 


LIGHT. / 
Your telegram Noe2270 to Cairo. PALESTINE. 


The Lebanese Prime Minister having been detained at Cairo 
I have not yet the advantage of knowing what he may care 
to tell me about what has happened there. It is never= 
theless my impression that there is at present practica- 
lly no hove of any conciliation being effected between 
the Arabs and Jews through partition. Nor do I feel 
even if part of the Arab inhabited (5 groups undec.) 
wanted to unite, general body of Arab opinion would ever 
reconcile itself to the establishment of a Jewish State. 


Nuri Pasha whom I know well is very susceptible to 
his environment and is probably sincere when he talks 
in London though he would be no less sincere in being 
intractable about the Jews (as I often used to hear him 
being) on his return to Baghdad, especially if his many 
enemies auickly (gp. undec) like interpreting moderation 
as lukewarmness for the Arab causé. 


2e Meanwhile what strikes me from my contacts, here amd - 
from reading many interesting telegrams from other posts 
is that while possibly the only Arab leader who might be 
disposed to conciliation on the basis of partition would 
appear to be King Abdullah((gp. undec) he was allowed to 
absorb Arab (portion of) Palestine) the rest of Arab 
leaders are ready for compromise ise. for conciliation 


W49909, Diéé4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. on the/..e2 





on the basis of no partition on the lines of the 
minority recommendations of U,N.S.C.0.P. or Morrison 
for example (compare with the views of the Egyptian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs reported in paragravh 2 
of Cairo telecram No.2278 to you). But the Jews who 
have bing been unyielding in their claim for a 


State has (sic ? have) got what they wanted and are 
exceedingly unlikely I should think (unless the Arabs 
should succeed in making things too uncomfortable for 
them) to think in terms of a compromise solution at all. 
We are thus faced with the Jews having got what they 
wanted on one side and on the other the Arab’ who at 
least made a last minute offer to compromise, thoroughly 
dissatisfied. 


Be I submit therefore that this dangerous and explosive 
situation should be subjected to a really exhaustive 
examination from every angle with a view to (2 gpse undec) 
of a complete .politico-military appreciation of the 
situation to both sides in the dispute. I suppoge that 
no Government can have at its disposal more voluminous or 
precise information about the Arab than H.M.G. - their 
character their official forces their potentiality as 
guerilla warriors their leadership and all the factors 
involved. The same must be the case as regards the 

Jews — their actual strength in Palestine their military 
and economic potential their political aspirations and in 
short the general ramifications of international JWRY. 
The full knowledge of these factors would be necessary 
for the appreciation I suggest. They could then be 
weighed up and a conclusion pointed out in the form of a 
forecast of the exceeding strain which a continuance of 
this struggle would place on an already exhausted world. 
I do not for a moment suggest it would be desirable to 
expose all the information at the disposal of H.M.G. but 


I Go/ece3 
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I do feel that a reasoned appreciation which would lead 

to a clear exposition of the possible but probably inevita- 
bbe conseauences of the present state of heat would tend 

to give both sides so seriously to think that they might 

be reduced to a mood (gp. undece) compromise or even 
conciliation could be attempted usefully. 


te As far as the Arabs accustomed to look to H.M.G. for 
guidance (compare Baghdad telegram No.1292 to you) are 
concerned widespread action on these lines would be really 
helpful especially if H.M.G. could see their way to make 
some positive recommendation in the light of their 
appreciation of the situation. No other country or body 
has/necessary knowledge experience or authority to do 80. 


5e This is a crucial juncture in Anglo-Arabelations oH 
if properly used may even prove to be the psychological 
moment for that overall unierstanding which is the common 
voal (compare for example your last conversation with Nuri 
Pasha as reported in your telegram No.2250 to Cairo and the 
Lebanese Prime Minister's views as reported in paragraph 7 
of my telegram No.$71). It is plain from the reneral 
tenour of reports (gp. undec.) and in the M.=. that all 
Arab countries more or less expect a lead from H.M.G. in 
any emereency as 2 (? matter omitted) of course: and 
they are apt to be very disapnrointed and to feel lost 

when no such lead is forthcoming. I sudmit therefore 
with profound respect that if H.M.G. adhere too rigidly 

to their policy of neutrality in Arab affiars, whether 
pabochial or general, tney must run tne risk of losing 
that unique position of influence which they have 

enjoyed hitherto. The Arab States were after all 

largely created by British policy. It is therefore not 
surprising that they should regard H.M.G. as responsible 
for their destiny. And King Ibn Saud made this 


?) abundantly/.«. el} 
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abundantly clear in His Majesty's memorandum enclosed 
in Jedda despatch Noel7X. 


be I trust you will forgive me if I appear to suggest 
what may strike you as obvious, but on information 

at my disposal I am seriously perturbed by the ignorance 
and general rather hopeless irresponsibility of both 

the Arabs and Jews. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER. 


(CJB/HA). 
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cekly Intellicence Appreciation. 
fhe number of incidents hee sho-n & wcerked downyerd tendency 
iuzvin, the pest t o diyse Severel factors heve pro »rsbly 
ssleved «& port: (i) hetvy militery vetrol_ing in the large 
tovns and on soiic of tne mein roede ene in tac cese of 
Gage, ronda tic Negev Settlemcnts.e (ii) pressure by 
sroperty - owners cond citrug-grow.rs in the Lydde district; 
(iii) & veclizetion by the Arab lecders thet their present 
resourecs ure not séecu_ te end thet the-efore it would 
be impolitic to ena, thcir initicl <.ttituce of neither 
inciting nor openly discourecing Arad violcncce lueenwhile 
eccording to ell rcvorte areb erme ere sueadily entering 
Palestine from outside; atv least ome genugle.der of sti ture 
(.Hassan Selisech } hes entered Palestine, and there has been 
some inereece in ared firenower es tne result of e successful 
coup nec Remle .ndby the pe.sistent desertion of arab T.a.Cé. 
with % cir ovn end sometimes their colleagues' weapons. 
areb fecling remeins high «ead hes been inflemed by Jewish 
provocetion end reprisels, darticulerly ‘tnen these hive been 
in the form of indiscriminzve bombings and shootings. 
Thus while tc outw<rad appezcrence the security situetion is 
stecdily improving the public is becoming more apprehensive 
day by dey e arcbs erc leaving the country vith their femil- 
ies in considerc le numbers, %cnc there is en exodus from the 
mixed tovns to the rurel Areb centres. The Jewish public 
je searcely less nervouce The decline in morele was illust- 
retead by the refusel of Jewish officezs in « numbex of 
Government Devertrents ana privete firme in Jeruselem to 
remain et work on 12th Decembcr in consecuence of e& rumour, 
wheee origin ecnnot be treccd, thet extensive trouole was 
imminent. 





2e The Jovich agency is exploiting the situation to the 
uttermost with the ».lein intention os pvushing eherc with the 
orgenization of whet will be its militia under the pretext 

of «cd hoe errangements to supolement the inadecuate measures 
of the mendatory administretion.e measures to enforce the 

lay ageinct illegel corms ere represented, when the offenders 
are the Hegenah, ac ¢ Systemetic attempt to prevent the 
Yishuv from Gefending itself. This line might have been 

more plausibl« had nou the Haganah openly adopted ea policy 
of “ensressive defcncee"” , a phrase covering reprisals which 
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eseee Gimed x 
reputcdly revhcr ct property then life but of Which 

the letcet he resultcdin the decth of 5 children under 10 

nd some *"om Ne *he constent provecations offered by the 
Jevs mey be no more then the reeult of incensiti:ity ena 

over conficence, but it is vossizic thet the agency is interce} 
ted to incintcin ¢ etete of tension ind svoredic Violence 
with the object of sroviding « pretcxt for measures which it 
would heve teken in eny erse egeiast the aey whenthe protectic 
-n of British troops vill be withdre-m, The Hagene are 
responsible for »ressing on the agency a policy of which 
the foundc ion is thet the areds sho:lé be hit eerly snd 
herde or has the op ortunity -cen missed, by ex»nloitins 
euch inciucnte s thet 3eit “eocle on the 14th December ¢ tO 2 
put ed cd pressure on the Governaent for the withdrewal of Thy 
4200 Legione The .ceney hes been told thet the continued 
ette-ke of Je- ish dissidents on British Police cnd troops cre 
one cf tne reccons “hy we muet use all thc resovees ct our 
disposil including arcb tczion to protect our ifstalletions. 


de The newly cst-dolished arab ni tional committecs ere be= 
ginning to wu. ¢ ta msclves fclte In number of tone .« rouch 
APED orb aeons Gs e hiugench is coming into bdeinte in 
Jerusalem for cxouple , ~nere in +mergency Committee hes 
ben 3.6 WO UNACP toe arcd Highc: Comnaitte., ermed mcn now 
‘atrol & . wader O07 qu.iicrs, seitinge wo rod — dlocks 

thi Searching pas.icfe —~ cy. ith the hope cf bringing this 
moveimcnt undcr oificici control . seheme is nov being con= 
Slde_ce 10r tie epsoiiicnt cf arab T.A.C8,enelogous to the 
JeSeFeoy in tu tous end linger villiges, It is certain 


thet wmless Govern cnt cea ordévide som defence ageinst 
JETish cviccks , pirticulirly tnoce -of the Nok. Oe On the 

lines of tuc Tireh end Yehvciych, cffairs, the arcds will teke 
metters into their o-n hendse 


Le T he ni tionel comuiutces have so fer shown thenuselves 
responcsioic dbodi-s end not, in contres: to their predecessors 
of 1936, mere org.nizaticn: for sxromoting violzncée their 

é rn to be to ceteblich in each Arcb erec, en 
or.cnized, aicciplin.d and self- cufficient comaunity which 





will be able to stend up to the stresses of the futuree 

sith this cnd in vicr attention is being seid not only to the 
estadlishment of nzetion:1 guerde but to such matters es the 
esesurcace of rood cupelics and the orevention of profiteering. 
The Haife committec has appecled for ecclm, pointing to the 
acongexa of rumours, crowdexana individue! acticn, 


5e kuwile CGhoury, Nimr el Haweri and Sheikh Nimr el Khetib 
heve gone to Criro ,  2resum:bly to see the Mufti. The 
second he: stcecd & notesle come-back by essuming commend of 
the Jefia Gefences end ifs once more é force with whom Haj 
amin must reckone The lect, the leaderof the Qassamites, may 
be indisfsvour for org:nizing the Acre gceol break, ( vide 
porcgrann 1 of my telcgrim under reference ), an exploit 
of’which Umil<e Choury disap>rov_s es heaving liberated 17 
scoundrels cnd one patriot, Jamal Husseini shows no elecrity 
in returning to Pel. stince Press reporte sey thet he is 
rying to reise f nde in the U.S.A. but his collezcguec 
believe thet he is avoiding the dengers anc difficulties of the. 
the present situetione 








66 A police Source reporting « recent mecting vith Fauzi 
lercugji stutes thet the gucrille leader wes pertieulurly inter 
-erceted in three points: (a) the strength og the defences 

of JceWich settlements ; (b) whether Pelcstine could 

furiish focd ctipslics for 24,000 gucrillas from ebrocd, 

ana (e) .hether the Brivish -rouid provide cscorts to the 

U.N. Comnission, nich he wis detcvinined to licuidate et 

all costs end in eny circumstencese 


pane eean 


: * i ay om rN 
hiiiieldonert eect ineeeetiereteeertaretnreeeeeesttteteen decelerate elit eee A a a i 


pesca ae ate 


Se 


ee ee ee a ee 


Te Although iirse wtyersen denies that any sgreement hes been 
reached, reports from many sources indicete that negotiations 
ere in pregrcess for # close understending b. tween the Haganah 
end the N.M.O.; though it seems unlikely that the letter 

will relinquish its sc ».arete identity or abandon its policy of 
idiscriminete counter= terrorism against the Areos.a The 

Stern Group rem:ins outside these negotiations end is incrcesin= 
ly identificd with ‘the communists. 
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AORN 
Despatched ...24/ Be OF oon ccconennsn RECEIVED: 26/12/47 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


1894. Addressed to Secretary of State 2506. Repeated 
ashington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador C-in-C), 
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Aden, Jedda, Amman and British 
Consul Aleppo. 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS* DECISION. 


Following are the major incidents reported since 
yesterday. 


26 (A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT. 
During t morning fire was directed at 
vehicles on the Jerusalem - Jaffa-Road a 
military officer and four Jews were slightly 
injured. 


(2) During the afternoon small arms fire 
occurred in the 01d City there were two 
casualties. 


(B) BYDDA DISTRICT. 
During yesterday morning unknown persons 
believed Arabs shot and killed one Jew and 
injured three others in the Bat Yam area. 


(2) Yesterday afternoon an Arab of Jaffa was 
wounded by shots fired from the direction 
of Tel-Aviv. 


(C) HAIFA DISTRICT. 
Yesterday morning two prisoners attempted to 
escape from athlit goal labour camp one was re- 
captured uninjured the other was shot dead by the 
guardse 


(D) SAMARIA DISTRICT, 
During the night of December 22nd atmed Arabs 
held up a goods train and stole cement from the 
Waggons they also removed the rifle of the 
temporary additional constable on train escort 
dutye 
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From :— Foreign Office, LONDON. To :—H.M. Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 25/12/47 (12,03). Received 27/12/47 






of 23rd December, 1947. 


TOP SECreT, 
Addressed té Beirut telegram No,798 of December 23rd, 


Repeated for information to Baghdad, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, Amman, 
B.M.E.O, and SAVING to = Washington, 


The Lebanese Prime Minister during his recent visit to 
Baghdad mentioned to the Regent of Iraq the latters reference to 
the Treaty Revision in the speech from the throne, The Lebanese 
Prime Minister said spontaneously that he felt the time had come 
when Arab powers should get together with the U.K, and implied 
that the Lebanese would like to come in on a similar defensive 
alliance with H.M.G, The Regent informed His Majesty's Charge 
ataffaires of this conversation and hoped it would fairly soon be 
possible for us to sound the Lebanese Government. 


2, This idea (of) the Prime Winister seems algo to be reflected 
in paragraph 7 of your telegram No. 871. _——4 24) 


36 For your own informtion we are particulerly anxious to mke 
the most of any opportunity for promoting 4 system of joint defence 
covering the whole of the Middle East. It would not suit us 
however for this to be based on an agreement between H.M.G. on the 
one hand and Arab League or & group of Arab States on the other, 
This would merely give the Arab League the power to be even more 
difficult than et present in their relations with us and would 
mean thet no Arab State would be willing to give us greater 
facilities than any other whereas in fact (our) requirements vary 
considerably. It is essentiel therefore that we should base our 
position on bi-lateral agreements with each of the states concerned 
and that the edifice should be completed if necessary by @ general 


twe' ious states f. their antees to the 
effect eon fe sttes war Ehey would seek the aid of other peace 
loving states in accordance with the existing arrangements.. 
Lveuwk 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 
Code 

=-2- 
Clear 
From :— To — 
Despatched Received 





4. Before pursuing with the Lebanese Government the need for a 
bi-lateral agreement even if as seems likely this did not involve 
the stationing of British personnel in the Lebanon in peace time 

we should naturally have to consider French reactions very carefully 
in the light of various undertakings we have given to France about 
the Levant States, We are inclined subject to the views of His 
Majesty's Embassy Peris to think that we should first have to have 

a frank discussion with the French Government of our whole strategic 
concept of the Middle East pointing out to them that by (broach) ing 
it we are in fact defending the interests of all the Western 

powers and that in order to make our defence scheme effective we 
need certain facilities in the Levant States. In these 
circumstances we should hope the French would not regard us as 
precocious by our undertakings to them from taking necessary steps 
with the Lebenese end perhaps later the Syrian Government, 


5. No such approsch to the French would be made until we had 
concluded 2 new Treaty with the Iraqi Government so that we could 
stifiably claim on the grounds that it will not be regarded as 
gp. undec,) Lebanon into a system of which the foundation had 
already been laid and not seeking some special position in the 
Lebanon because we could not obtain it elsewhere, We would hope 
however not to have to wait until we had concluded some new 


arrangement with Egypt. 
6. I should be glad of any comments you may have, 


7. Meanwhile it seems most desirable not to leave the Lebanon 
Prime Minister entirely without (? a omitted) message from us and 
unless you see any objection I suggest that you might speak to him 
at the earliest convenient ty on the following lines. 
H.M.G. have been genuinely interested in reference to a possible 
agreement between them and the Arabs which the Prime Vinister made 
in his conversation with you and Mr, Troutbeck, This coincides 
generally with the ideas of H.M.G, about their position in the 


Middle East/,..3 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 





Middle East and they have for some time béen trying to pursue a 
policy on these lines, You could then hint (? group omitted) 
agreements with the Levant States H.M.G. have in view their past 
undertakings to take special care of the French susceptibilities 
but they are not without hope that this difficulty may be overcome, 
Meanwhile one of the main stumbling blocks to the realisation of the 
policy at which both H.M.G, and the Lebanese Government are aiming 
is the difficulty of reaching a satisfactory agreement with 

Egypt and the most valuable contribution the Lebanese Government 
could make for the time being pending the inclusion of the Lebanon 
in a general Defence System would be to use their influence with 
the Egyptian Government in an attempt to persuade the latter to 
accept H.M.G's minimmstrategic requirements, 


Cairo only pass B.M.E.O, as my telegram 921, 


~ 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 
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From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS. 7o:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Received 27/12/47 






Despatched 25/12/47 (12.15). 
of 24th December, 1947. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe575. 


Repeated to Amman, B.M.E.Oc«c, Baghdad, Cairo, Beirut, 
Jedda and Jerusalem. - at 


Your telegram No.575 to Amman. 
TOP SSCRST. 


I am advised that the Syrian Government would 
intensely dislike a purely Trans jordan force occupying 
any part of Palestine even if it were under Arab League 
command and that they would do their utmost to ensure 
that any regular forces included representatives of other 
Arab armiese 


260 These sentiments are doubtless largely responsible 
for the support which the Syrian Government is giving 
to FAWZI KAWAKJI, and his irregularse You are aware 
from various communications of the existence of this 
force and of the inducement to training on Syrian 
territory (and it) may well be that they will be more 
troublesome to us before the termination of the mandate 
than any (regular) forcese Encouragement given to this 
force in this connection is not in accordance with the 
request we have made to the Syrians but I can see no use 
in saying anything more unless we are prepared to do 
something about it. For instance it might be worth 
considering Zconnecting our reply regarding the Veto 

(my telegram Noe568) with this question. 


For Cairo only) Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my 
telegram 114. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER. 
(CJB/HA). 
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Despatched 2912047 (13.25 hrs) Reed: 29.12.47 (20.30 hrs) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 
1913 


Addressed to Secretary of State 2520, Repeated to Washington, 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Beirut, 
Damascus, Baghdad, Amman, Jedda, Aden, British Consul Aleppo, 
LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION, Following are the 


major incidents reported during the past 2) hoursg= 


(A) JERUSALEM DISTRICT :=- (1) At 10.45 hours yesterday 
Jews threw a hand grenade into a petrol filling station at 
Romena, Jerusalem, causing it to catch fire at the same time Jews 
opened fire on Arab houses from a bus killing four Arabs and one 
Jew and wounding five Jews, (2) At 11.15 hours yesterday at Beit 
Safafa Hospital near Jerusalem a Jewish doctor whilst making his 
morning rounds was fired upon and killed by unknow pe: sons 
believed to be Arabs (3) At noon yesterday a Jew was stubbed to 
death near Jaffa Gate, Jerusalem by Arabs, (4) During yesterday 
afternoon occupants of a Jewish bus leaving the old city fired on 
Arabs near Jaffa gate wounding two of them 


(B) LYDDA DISTRICT (1) Early yesterday morning amned 
Jews attacked Yagur Arab village slightly injuring one Arab. (2) 
During the morning an explosion and firing occurred in Jaffa as 
result of which four Arabs were wounded, two seriously (3) Yesterday 
afternoon in Jaffa occupants of a Jewish vehicle fired upon and 
wounded five Arabs, two of them seriously, 


(C) HAIFA DISTRICT :=- (1) While a goods train was stationing 
at a level crossing near Haifa, armed Arabs held up the train 
escort and stole two rifles and ammmition , later in the evening 
rifles and ammnition were stolen from the T.A.C. guard at Kafr 
Samir railway station by Armed Arabs, (2) During the evening 
a Jewish settlement policeian was shot and seriously injured near 
Ramat Yachan by unknown persons, 


(D) GALILEE DISTRICT (1) Early yesterday morning Arab 
prisoners attenmted to escape from Acre gaol most of them returned 
when fired upon by the military guard who lay then in the grounds 
of the prison, two prisoners are missing. During the break a 
British ary sergeant while passing through the prison hospital 
on his way to the roof was attacked by prisoners and received 
fatal injuries. (2) Yesterday morning Arabs in Beisan opened fire 
on Jews patrolling near by Jewish lands, an engagement followed in 
which an Arab woman of Beisan was killed, 


(E) SAMARTA DISTRICT. Between Hadela and Tulkarm a goods 
train was fired upon at midnight and came to a halt, armed Arabs 
held up the train crew and escort and stole sacks of mail, dura, 
wheat, cement, box-wood and toilet paper , two rifles were removed 
from the escort, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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of 27th December, 1947. 










Following sent to Palestine telegram No.3403 of Dec.26th 





Repeated to Amman and B.M.E.0O. Cairo (Please pass to 
Administrative Commander-in-Chief Middle East Land 
Forces) = Begins. 


Your telegram Noe277 Savinge The future of the 
Arab Legion and T.J.F.F. As you are aware the 
Ministers have decided that before the termination of 
the Mandate the Arab Legion Units at present in 
Palestine shoulda be returned to Trans jordan and the 
Trans jordan Frontier Porce disbanded. This decision was 
taken before your Saving telegram under reference was 
received but after full consideration I see no reason 
to suggest the decision should be varied. General 
instructions in this sense have been sent to the 
Comnander=in-Chief Middle East Land Forces by War 
Office signal 02189 (gp. undec. (one change gives = or M) 
ol) of December 3rd in which he was informed that I would 
shortly de communicating with you on the subject of 
disbandment of the T.q-F.F. Instructions have now been 
issucod to His Majesty s Minister at Auman on the subject 
of withdrawal of the Arab “egion Units (Foreign Office 
telegram No.559 to Amman repeated to ;ou)e The 
question of the T.J.¥.F. remains outs tandinge 


2e fully appreciate the difficulty which may arise 
Prom discharge of Arabs from the Transjordan Frontier 
Force who have no alternative employment but I am certain 
that any pEespmeetxte proposal to hané over the Force to 
the commission would be regarded as participation in the 
implementation of the partition plan, As you suggest 
such a step would also most probably be resisted by the 


Arab/eee2 
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Arab members of the Force themselves and would be 
repugaant to Transjordan and other Arab Governments. x 
therefore see no alternative to arranging for disbandment 
before May 15th. It will be open to the Commission 

to recruit ex members to the Arab militia subsequently 
if so desired and beneficial to practicability. The 
difficulties referred to in Amman telegram to Foreign 
Office Noe366 repeated Saving to you will also be 
largely eliminated by this decision. 


The future dep8t at ZERKA is at present under 
discussion between the “ar Office ani Foreign Office 
in connexion with plans for the re-organisation of the 
Arab Legion, The Gensral Officer Commanding and His 
Majesty's Minister at Amman will shortly be inforined 
of the outcome of thess discussionse 


3e (? gpeomitted) grateful thersfore if in conjunction 
with His Majesty's Minister at Amman and G.0.C. you will 
prepare a plan for disarmament and disbandment of the 
Fovee before May 15th. Presumably it will be necessary 
at an early stage in this operationgof (gpeundec.) 1 
change gives G.0.C. -— AREA = OPERATIONS) you will of 
gourse realize before any announcement of intention to 
disband the Force is made,Y Kine Abdulleh should be 
informed through His Majesty's Minister at Amman, 


be It is not clear from correspondence regarding the 
retirement and compensation terme for Government servants ~ 
whether you have considered the question of their 
application to the T.dJ.F.F. The Military authorities 
ars anxious to issue eerily procl ion to the Force 
giving thom in broad terms details/their future including 
particulars of benefits they may expect on disbandment. 


Jeoed 
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(? gPe omitted) grateful for early comment on 
this aspect of the problems and also on any other 
difficuities arising from disbandment on which 
decision is required heréee 


5s It is not proposed at the moment to mke any 
reply to representations of the Jewish Agency 
referred to in my telegram No.238 Savinge If the 
question is raised — before plans can be made 
public, recourse will be had to conceal the future 
of tho T.d.7.F. is under consideration. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(CoB/HA). : 


Copy to:= 3/1011/47. 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


, 
: 
F 
I 
[ 


ror ae ey 


Yn. 25 (3298/22/47) 


8 Majesty's at 
his compli nM, Minister tee 


and has the honour to transmit to him the 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 
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2x 3 oR T. 


georetary of State for the olonies 417, 5: itish “iddle 
Best office, Cairo 29, ‘igh ‘oasissioner, Jeragslea, "is ‘ejesty's 
absssador, iughded, Helle Jinister, Dagssous 163, "I. %- sinister 
oer 164, Nelle Sinister, .Gian “tes, (Jerusslea pass). Hee 

or, Jedda 30, Beieliete, Sritrea 31 froa covernor Adena, 
Saeeuner 26th. My telegram secret nuaper 441. 


Beab explodeé in the areb coolie lines of Tawshi on 
December 24th peMe Killing two end wounding sixe Probable 
thet coolies hed themselves in uced this bowbh as soue 
had been weshed eshore searby Gu cergo jettisoned from a ship 
on fire some wo..the agde 


we But in view of the severe tension ceuzed by the ineviteble 
and rapid rumour that the bomb had been thrown by Jews from e 

cer and of the clear necessity to use every moans ovailable Se 
prevent eny reneveal of disorder i reyvested the rortress 
‘oamader at 1500 hours to resume full security control. ‘ne 
case of attempted looting and three cases of attempted arson 
frastrated on pecember 25th hy »olice ané one Jew discovered 
unconscious softer a severe benting. These incidents of 20th and 
eéth-2ith peceuber have been o Giseppointing setbacke Jewish 
‘oawunity of crater who had just begun to ewerge end resune 
occupations heve gone beck sgein and I heve beea compelled to 
euthorise further issues of free food. I fear thet this 
segregetion will recar uatil their ae Geaorelisation is 
lightened by s prolonged periocé without incident. 


Se seferring to your telegram to. 452 i have assured thea of 
every possible degree of security and 6het this will be effected 
by Sritish lafentry bet scare ects them back and this is 
understendable considering what they have suffered and the 
obvious eagerness of Arab hooljgens to attempt arson and looting 
at every opportanity. I have aot yet been able to obtein a full 
statement of claims for compensation and {i exeit your guidence 
on principles of payment esked for in ay telegram Noe 438 
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To Seerctary of Stetce . ; 
Detce 25th Deecrmbcr 1947s / 
Noe 2508. Time Scent 1300hrs. (* 


. ? 
specte Wwachington No3136 eae 
als Cairo ; (Plecse pecs to PICIE. ) 
“emin 
edda 
Ammen —~ 
Demeceus 
Beghded 
Beirut 
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weekly intclligcnec caporceintion, 


The main fccturc of the weck har been the inerccec in the 
frcaqucney ond scvcrity of the Hagena's rctclictory «ction 
agoinst Arcbte Scecnt outrcece by the Hagench heve ecuscd 
scriouec losr of srib lifc ( ineluding womcn cnd childycn) 

cnd conridcrible dimecec to propertye Whcthcr the misdircction 
of « numbcr of these : tt: ckc (which heve bccn rcepreecntcd in 
the press cc simed +t the he: doucrtcre of Arcb g: ner but which, 
oe in the ecrce of Khies:*¢ and Deir ayub, hive stirrcd un 
vill. er dirinclin.d to trovblc) ir duc to frulty intclligcnec, 
or whcthcr the Hrgine's «im ic to provokc arrb violcnec cs 
fm cxeuse for dcwich mobilizetion :nd pc: hi pe to cmbroil the 
£.curity forecs with thc ar-bs » if unccrt:.in; but thc 
extensive rcpercuscions which re likcly to follow thc Khinsr 
ffir mke it «t leset question’ ble whether morc repriorl 
wee the xsotive on thet oceccion, 


Despite this incidents the Ycwisch presse continucs to 


portriy the ffigene co playing « lcgitim:tc cnd hcroic dcf— 
enrive rol.,.cnd to dcnoUnee Governacnt for rcfucing it rcc> 
Ognition ef in ; utonomeuc lie 1 cccurity forcc, + coll es for 


conficc:ting itc crms cvcn when in foet thcsc heve becn uscd 
cgcinet the police ind araye Thiet the eecney ir id iciet 

to some cxticnt ccnritive to thc inconsirtcney eppeire from 
Mree weycrcon's inforn:l undertaking to persuade the Heganc. to 
diccontinuc its ropri ile cre ¢ pr.limincry to elorcr co~opcer= 
étion with Governacnt in sceurity iacttcrs. 


2e The NeweO. hoo errricd out furth.s cttceks on pcernonnel of 
the sceurity forecse The Yevich agcney cdmitoO thet convcr- 
sctione hve becn in progress betwccn the Hagens and the 

NeitO. , and Wre mwcycroon is hopeful that the lcattcr ecn be 
peroucdcd to dircontinuc indepe idcnt cetion cgeinet the Britich, 
Inform tion from Rcvicionict courece in@iectes thet she may 

be ovcr-optimistics ~~ 


Se There ic unfortunctcly little recron to supporc thet Arab 
unrcet will subside or that incidents will ceare , cven if 
Jewich reprircle -ere to be erllca off. Indecd if the rumoured 
crrivsl of s:bdul @:dir Husceini is truc it ecn only mecn that 
thc tempo of Arcb violcnaee is to be Sspeedcd upe A nev 

fecture of arrb cctivitics is + ecrice of crmed holé rpe ef 
trcine, probi2ly “ith the objcet.of obtcining supplies cnd ecsh 
for the ernger: while c cumethct dicsquictingf:ctor of the 
cituction is thet there ire now indicctions, perticulcrly in 
the Jeffco cree, of inercesing arrb ent: coniem towerde British 
Personnel of the security forcer, 
4, The compir:tively limitca degree of generel insecurity which 
her clre: dy resulted from the arch dicorderc his hed & merked 


- ., = 


.ffcct tn Jewish economy and has already resulted in 


unemployment. An atteapt is being made to absorb in 

Jevish defence forcts surplus labour set free by interruption 
of enterprises in Arab and mixed areas. Palmach dctachaents 
have been sent to th. Negev and colonies in dangerous 
localities are being strengthcnacd. There is apparently 

no dis: osition to abandon outlying Positions. 


5. The Jewish Ageacy is reported to be in scrious 
fisancial cubaerrussie.:t, aad there aré even ruaours thet 
officicl suluries will not be nuid during the uwext few 
wonthse The institution of u “leave bunk", into which 
capLloyces uad Gaployers puy woncy which is saved by the 
cunLoyee voluaterily forcgoing his leave, is wothcr 
lidicution thut the botto1i of the berrcl is bring scrapcd. 


6. The Revisionists ure doiug all thvry con to strrugthen 
their position, sunportcd it is seid by « flow of 

Funds fro sjuron.. Dre Altinn is attc.pting to sccurc 
Revisionist repr. sceat.tion on the Yishuv's sccurity 
council. Puiour hes it thet he is being pressed by the 
lie Oe $9 use uy pdIsition which the purty x.y gain in the 
Yishuv's iastitutions to subotugu cati-dissidcat uction. 


Te Moe acxt upprceci tion will be seat on 2nd Junucry. 


7UB. 
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FROM : CAIRO DESPD: 1840 18/12 


TO : FOREIGN OFFICE 
NO. : 2350 DATED; 18th December, 47 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram lio.2350 of 18th 


December, repeated Gating —io-AUMAD 120, Damascus lJ0.96, 
Baghdad No.103, Beirut No.1l02, Jedda No.l06, Jerusalem 


ii0.116. 


At lunch on 16th December ijokrashi hinted to 
Clayton that if fighting in Palestine results in heavy 
Arab casualties a situation may arise in which the 
Egyptian army will intervene to protect the Arabs. 

His Excellency referred only to the troops now war 
the frontier and did not enlarge on the subject. 


CAMPBELL. 













S..VINGRA!. 
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Addressed to Porcige Office telegram hu.179 Saving 
of 2Gta December, repeatcd Savin, tu Bugidad wuo.1l6¢, 
Beirut NoelO3, amaan No.121, Dumescus 0.97, Jorusalca No.117, 
Jcdda No.107 and alexandria 1.52, 


WEEKLE soePRGCL.LIO.'. 
& mse denonstration autioriced by tic Govera.cut cud 
said to be one of the largeet cver ncold in Ggypt was 
orj;,anigsed on 1lith Decamber by the sigher Committes of tc 
Pilc Valley Group to Save Pvdcstince (Sec my telcgras ifo, 
176 Saving, paragraph 3). The demonctrators, cetinatcd by 
he press to number some hundred thousand, were addrcescd 
by Salch “iarb Pasha, Riad el Dolh Bey, tic mir Feisal, 
Jamil Mardam Boy, a S‘\cikh of thc Azhar aud a Coptic pricct.. 
Blaboratc prceautionse wore taken by ta. scourity authoritice 
and no incidcnte were rcoportcd. 


2 It de etill comcwhat carly to ae.cee reaction to tx 
comauniqué on Paleetince issucd % 17th Decombcr following 
ths mcectings of thc Political Committce of the srab Leaguc. 
Tic '*Mogattan' coumente taat although t2 eommuniqué hes beon 
oriticiecd in cortain circlce for not rcoulising Arab hopcs 
for < declaration of war on the Zionicte “rab Leuguce circles 
agsscrt tict a plan of cetion hae becn drawn up which ocnnot 
bo sds public at this juncture. Tho samc paper aleo 
romrke tiet forcign circlcs concider therc is nothing new 
in tiis etatcoment cinco stitesents in etrongcr terms have 
previously becn made by «rab leaders. 


3. Tac Parliancntary group of tr Conetitutinnal Libcrals, 
following Seykal Pasha'e roturn, have held « numbr of ucctings. 
At tx lost of thcec, Licykal Pasha is rcogurted to reve told 

the mocting that if ac did not rose: agrcement with tu 
Gweramcut on iow to rouse tac wnglo-Goyptian qustioa out of 
t.o torpor into waich it nad fallen uc would call on tua for 
tuir sudport. If they rcfuecd tiie, ac would resign from the 
Party cud continuc the fight fer tuc country cionc. It 

was tiis ‘dnt of possible dieagrcemnt witha tic Governuncut 
Wiich may have led to the renewed crop °f rumours tt tic 
Gover.ccut Was about to resign and that Nokrasiui Pashia would 

be rcplaced by cither Heykal Pasna or by Ibranim abdcl Nadi 
Paziae Qucetinoned by the prcas, iowever, fokrashi Paci. firmly 
dcvied ticec rumours, 


he Tic Senate digecuesed an interpollation submitted by Fuad 
Scragcddin Pacha, alleging that tic ncasurcs taken by tc 
Ministry of Public Health to fight cholera, were inadcquatc. 
6 aleo alleged tant the figures given by tic Govern:cnt wore 
imacouratc, In reply, Dre igquib Iekcndear Pasha set out to 
juetify tie Governzcnt's actiona, Tic Scuitce acecptcd tic 
exvlenation without a divicion. 


5/. oe 


ere 


Se The death has occurred of Madame Hoda Sharawi, 
leader of the Feminist Movement. born in 1879, she married 
her cousin, 4li Sharawi Pasha, at the age of 13, She took 
a leading part in the Feminist Movement in the Wafd and in 
1923 founded the Egyptian Feminist Movement. She was 
violently anti-British and on behalf of the Egyptian 
Feminist Movement, frequently sent protcsts to this Embassy, 
the last occasion being on the subject of Palestine only 

a feWtdays before her death. 


be The talks on the stcrling balances continucd: no 
further communiqué has been issucd,. 


Vz The "Balagh" claims that a clandestine Zionist 
wireless station is functioning in Egypt. The police are 
reported to {be endeavouring to trace it. 


8. With ‘reference to my tclegram jio.172 Saving, 
paragraph 4, the-University is now functioning normally, 
and the assistant lecturers ave returned to work. 

Teachers in non-Government schools, however, wno for many 
years have been claiming equality of rates with those who 
employed in the Goverument schools, have now come out on 
strike. The number of schools closod as 4 result is very 
large as non-Government schools substantially excced the 
number of schools directly under the iinistry of iducation, 


De According to the press, the heszring of thc Amin 
Osman Pasha murder casc was resumcd in public after three 
sessions in camera, The Court then adjourned for some 
days to cnable counsel for the defence to obtain a list 

of Egyptians who had been "knighted" by Britain between 
1937 and 1942 end also to give the defence time to examine 
the registers of the prison. Resumed hearings on 17th and 
18th December were mainly concerned with thc examination 
of entries in the prison register the defcnce apparently 
aiming at proving that the political police had access to 
prisoners in their cells and the opportunity of extracting 
confessions. 


10. The Press reports thet Abdel Aziz El Soufany Bey 

has submitted a draft law to the Chamber :f Deputies proposing 
an amnesty for all those sentenced fur crimes with political 
motives between 1939 and the date >f the promulgation of the 
law. Those on trial at that datc would also benefit from 

the amnesty. 


Lily According to the press, the Cabinet examined once again 
the scheme t) use Lake Tana as a reserv>ir and decided to 
approach the gthiopian Government with a view to ypening 
negotiations on this subject. In conversation with the Acting 
Sudan Agent, however, the Under Secretary of State for Sudan 
Affairs stated that whilst it was truc that the Cabinet had been 
studying the scheme no final dccision nad been taken. Mcanwhile 
the Cabinet decided t. refcr it back t> the Ministry of Public 
Works for the tochnical aspects t) be further examined. The 
Under Secretary >f State hinted, however, that this did not mean 
that it was being pigeon-holed, but that on the Contrary more 
was likoly t: be heard of it soon, 


CAMPBELL, 
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Addressed to Jedda telegram No, 522 ef December 13th 


repeated saving for information to Bagdad Beirut, Cairo 
Damascus, Alman end British Middle Bast Office Calro, 


Your telegram No. 401-fof 9th, December; contributions 
to Palestine Fund by British firms]. 


I approve your action. 
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No, 7X __ POP SECRET & PERSONAL 
COAMin gg PO IVE CALM POM 
Repeated <© UKDEL NEW YORK NO. “7o</ 
BAGHDAD NO. “J 
BEIRUT NO. /70% 
CAIRO NO. 6% 
DAMASCUS NO. /907 
JEDDA HO. WF. 
AMMAN (BY BAG). 


Reference HM Minister Amman No. 387 tp Foreign Office. 


The contents of this telegram are of major importance to us 
in PALESTINE as I assume the information given ean be accepted as 
accurate and that the action taken or to be taken by the Arab Learu: 
is as described. 


2e Lookinz at the situation fran the long term view sane 
satisfaction can be gained fram the fact that, with the possible 
exception of the Hashemite bloc, the Arab Armies will not march on 
PALESTINE and that the problem can be localised mainly in PALHZSTIN: 
itself. I have always myself held the opinion that when it eame t« 
the point this would be the case, if only for the military reason 
that these armies have neither the training, the equipment nor the 
reserves of ammunition ete. to maintain an amy in the field fer 
from their bases for any length of time, if at all. 


That there will be no interference with econamie concessions 
must also be ta en as a gain for the future. 


3e On the short term view however, and particul:rly as it affect: 
the PALESTINE Administration until the time it leaves, the position 
has undoubtedly deteriorated due to the action of the League. It i: 
true that apart from the financial aspect the effort to be made by 
the League seems extraordinarily small and out of all proportion to 
the threats uttered by the States in the past. Moreover it may, 
though I am advised this is improbable, take some time to develop. 
Nevertheless it must be taken as serious that all idea of witholdin; 
interference in PALESTINE until our departure has been abandoned arm 
that the Chief of Staff of the Iraq Army has been put in charge of 
operations. These factors canbined with the present violence of th: 
PALESTINE Arabs which now seems bound to continue with whatever 
intensification the action of the Arab League gives it, has created 
@ new situation regarding our position here which I have under 
urgent consideration at this time. 


he In so far as present positive action in PALESTINE is concerne 
the measures for the prevention of arms running across the frontier 
have been tightened as far as possible and this will be assisted to 
some degree by the restrictions I have imposed owing to the outbrea! 
of cholera in SYRIA. The complete closure of the PALESTINE frontie: 
has however never wholly been achieved. 


I should add that there is already a tense situation in the 
HULEH which has caused us to redistribute the troops in the north a 
to station certain British troops in the HULEH area to prevent 
Gomer . (If desired this information can be used by Hi Represent— 
atives). 


5e I am of course confident that HM Representatives are doing al 
they can to dissuade the Arab States fram encouraging violence a: 
the very least before our and as I have telegraphed to 
you previously, I am fully how difficult the provoeative 
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action cf the 7S mskes this taske At the same time there is 

no doubt that the Arab attacks going on now, particularly on the 
railway and roads, will tend to dealy the departure of the troops, 
for the early aceamplishment of which the Arab States have 
expressed their earnest Gesire. ‘nm fact the present movement of 
stores has already fallen slightly behind schedule. I would 
suggest this argument against present violence might have some 
cogency for them, if no other hes. 


6. I cannet escape the conclusion that the Arab League has no 
clear idea of the outcome of its present ection, and has taken it 
merely to save face in view of past utterances. Ap open war to 
suppress the Jews however undesirable is understandable and leads 
to a clear cut issuc. Bvt it is apparently enecepted thet partition 
eannot be prevented. The present policy cf the Learve therefore 


bring much suffering and loss cf life to both Palestinian Apabs and 
Jews, and from which neither can gain any peanible benefit either 
now or in the futuree Nas the League really got the interests of 
the Palestinian Arabe at heart ? 


Te To adjust the balance of this telegram I should add perhaps 
for the benefit of MI Representatives a word about cur actions 
aveinst the Jews. TI had hoped they had yleldeg@”to strong pressure 
to abandon what they called aggreasive defence, but ea series of 
Arab incidents has caused Jewish reprisals to break cut again, and 
the most that can be said is that they are now more in the form of 
action against supposed Areb gangs than indiscriminate as before. 
Both Civil and Military action will cf course continue to be used 
for the suppression of Jewish agzression against Arabs. 


ean only lead to the destruction cf PAIFSTIME, which will undoubted. 


our at 
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of 27th December, 19476 





TOP SECHiT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.915 of December 27th, 


Repeated to Amman, Cairo, Baghdad, British (gp.,undec, ?Niddle East 
intended) Office, Damascus, Jedda, Jerusalem, 


Your telegram No.575to Amman, = PALESTINE, 


Intervention by Transjordan whether on the lines indicated in 
(a) (b) or (¢) or (Sic ? of intended) your telegram under reference 
would cause no great surprise here as its possibility is already the 
subject of discussion in political circles, It is widely believed 
it would have the approval of H.M.G,. and is interpreted as a first 
step to realization of the Greater Syria project, 


2. Reactionary and opposition elements in the Christian 

Community (whose leaders appear on friendly terms with King Abdullsh) 
would secretly welcome the occupation by Transjordan of the Arab 
parts of Palestine as a prelude to formation of Greater Syria. 
Pro-regime Christians on the other hand would oppose it, 


3, The Moslems do not share the inhibitions of pro-Government 
Christians as regards Greater Syria and many of them in the 
LEBANON are probably personal supporters of King Abdullah, 


They are unlikely therefore to oppose Transjordan intervention 
in Palestine and may even welcome it, . 


There is little doubt however that any favoureble reaction 
would be tempered by the feeling that King Abdullah's policy was 
tantamount to recognition of partition, Nevertheless resentment 
on this score might be less since (gp, undec,) has already / 
disillusioned by the materialistic attitude of (2 gps. undec,) on 
the question of economic sanctions, : 


A serious/..2 
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A serious attempt by King Abdullah to occupy the Arab areas 
within the boundaries of the proposed Jewish State would probably 
serve to (gp. undec,) suspicion that the King was secretly 
collaborating with the Zionists, 


4. Both Government and public in the Lebanon are likely to be 
greatly influenced by the Syrian attitide (which would no doubt be 
extremely hostile) and by the presence here of the ex MUFTI, On 
the whole therefore, Trensjordan action might well be received 
unfavourably by the LERANESE though their reactions would largely 
depend on the steps taken by King Abdullah to prepare their minds 
before hand (end he has not been very tactful always in the past) 
as well as the degree of success attending the actual operation, 


Cairo please pass to B,M.E,O, as my telegram 245, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


Copy to:- S/766/43. 


(CJB/HA). 


'W49909, D664. 35m in 3 sorus, 4/47. 
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ments to His Majesty's Representative at Mins z 
and transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 
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Representative 
A similar despatch has been addressed to H.M. Consular Gilonr at 


lass Mrirul Kegdad Marmarcns jeslilov. 
9 WK. el. Non ; We. 25886/728 6w/ 10/38 1706307 F.0.P. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S. W. 1. 
No. 2172. 17th December, 1947. 


(E 11633/9590/G) 
TOP SECRET 


My Lord, 


I transmit herewith copies of a memorandum communicated 
to this department by the United States Embassy, regarding 
the supply of arms from the United States to the Middle East, 
and of a memorandum which has been communicated to the 
United States Eabassy setting out the policy of His Majesty’. 
Government on this subject. 


2. The United States Embassy have been informed verbally 
that wo saw no objection to the proposed reply to the Jewish 
Agency in the United Statcs memorandum, except that it did 
n>2t scom nocessary or dosirable to includo peragraph 3, since 
we did not intend to have discussions with the United Nations 
Commission in London if this could be avoided, and in any 
case wo Saw no necessity to Giscuss with the Commission the 
question of the supply of arms for Palestine from British 
Sourcos. Tho United States Embassy suggestcd that what the 
State Department prebably had in mind was that the Commission 
might wish to take over p lice equipment already in Palestine 
and that this point would very likely form part of any 
discussions which might be hold regarding thc hand-over of 
authority by the Palestine Government to the United Nations 
Commission. -They have however communicated our views on this 
point to the State Departmont. 


3. I em sending copics of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Representatives at Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedde anu 
Amman, and to the United Kingdom Delegation at New York. 


I am, with great truth and respect, 
My Lord, 
Your Excellency's obedient Servant, 
(For the Secrotary of State) 


His Excolloency 
The Right Honourable 
Lord Inverchapel, G.C.M.G., 
Cte. , atce, otc., 
: Washington. 


OoPY 
at 1633/9590/G) 
TOP SECRET 


MEMOR+/. NDUM 


The Depertmont of Stete has adopted with the concurrence 
of the United States Policy Committee on Arms and Armamancts 
the policy of suspending authorization of the export from the 
United States of arms, auimunition ond other war matcrials 
intenécd for use in Palestine and noighboring countries, until 
the situation in that area hss been clarified. The Suspension 
also applies to export licenses already issued but not utilized, 
anc includes disposals from United States-controlled stocks 


abroad. 


In view of recont disorder in Palcstine and threats 
from Lrab Statcs, Departiacnt anticipates representatives of 
the Jewish Agoncy, who sre also representatives of the Zionist 
Organization of America, will shortly requcst the United States 
Governaent t> permit the oxport to Palestine from tho United 
States of military supplies. The Department proposes if and 
when approached by representatives of the Jowish Agency, to 


reply: 


As In the period preceding the termination of the 
Mandate, requests f:r military supplics Should be made to the 
British authoritics in Palestine. 


2s In the period following the termination of the 
Mandate, requcsts for military supplies Shoulc be wade to the 
Unitec Nations Commission. The Commission's procedure therorfter 
is as yct uhknown. 


De The Unitcd States Government believes that the Unitcd 
Nations Comaission might wish at an early date to initiate 
conversations with the British Government in London with 
regard to the military suyplies which the British might be 
able to meke avaoileble. 


No. E 11633/9590/G. 


MEMORANDUM 


His Majesty's Government heve troaty obligations to supply 
certain Arab Statcs with war material. They have rcgularly 
Ssupplicd such material in accordance with these obligations 
over c nuilber of years. Delivery of certain itoms ordered 
under these arrangemonts Some time ago has not yet taken place. 
It is not intended to hold up celivery of such items which 
form _part of previous orders, 


2. Any new orders from Palestine or Arab countries will be 
scrutinised with great care before a dccision is taken on then. 
The decisive factor will be whether the war matcrial in question 
is intended for use in Palestine or is likely to be used there. 


3. If hostilities broke out in the Middle East, the whole 
question of the supply anc dclivery of arms to Midclc East 
countries would be reconsidored,. 


4. No weapons of war Will be left in Palestine by tho 
British forces in the course of their evacuation. 


5. While the Palestine Government continues to exercise its 
authority, it will continue as at present to take steps to 
prevent the import of arms. 


6. From the moment that the Palestine Government relinquishes 
its authority, it will be for the United Nations Commission to 
decice on policy with regard to the import of arms. It is not 
intended to discuss this question with the United Nations 
Commission in London and no reason is seen why tt should be 
discussed betweon thom anc any British authority. Such nego- 
tiations as arc necessary betwoen His Majesty's Government and 
a eee will be carried on by Sir Alexandcr Cadogan in 
ew York. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S. W. 1. 
19th Decombor, 1947. 
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Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed to Secretary of State No.2518. Repeated 
to Washington No.317, Memin No.20) (Please pass to 
Ambassador and Commanier-in-Chief) Beirut No.1902, Baghdad 
Noellli:, Damascus No.1906, Amman No.1907, Jedda No.120, 
Aden No.1908 and British Consul Aleppo No. 1909. 


IMMEDIATE 
LOGAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISTON. 





Widespread incidents causing casyities to British 
Arabs and Jews continues, following is summary of principal 
avents reported since December 24th. 


2. (A) JBRUSALEM D&STRICT. - December 24th. 


(1) In early hours three armed Arabs held up 
and assaulted British Constable on duty 
at Polish Consulate Jerusalem and stole his 
submachine gun. 


(2) At 9 am. two Jews threw a bomb and fired 
at an Arab Jerusalem/Jaffa Road slightly 
wounding him. 


(3) During the night Jews attacked Beit Safafa =, 
Arab village with rifles and Bren Guns one 
Arab was killed December 25th. 


(4) Near Jaffa Gate Jerusalem Police at noon 
found a large bomb in a Jewish owned flour 
store, the bomb was detonated causing 
extensive damage to the building. 


(5) During the afternoon an explosion believed 
to have been caused by a hand grenade occu- 
rred in a Jewish Bus passing through Romena 
quarter of Jerusalem, ons Jew was injured 
seriously and eight slightly December 26th. 


(6) During tho morning I.2.L. Pamphlets printed 
in Arabic were distributed in Jerusalem 
they call for peace between Jews and Arabs : 
and a common fight against the British who 
are alleged to be deceiving both sides. 


(7) During the afternoon a Jewish convoy Was 
fired upon on the Fericho Road and one Jew | 


was seriously wounded. 4 


(8) During the evening a Jewish newsagents shop / 
in the German Colony of Jerusalem was set on © 
fire by unknown persons and completely ° 
gutted an Arab shop next door was also 
damagede 


GPeoe2 
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(°) During the morning a Jewish settlement 

police pick-up and a Jewish Bus were fired 
upon by Arabs in Bab el Wad area and on 
Artuf track of the Jerusalen/faffa Road a 
police party engaged the attackers and as & 
result two Arabs were killed and one captured 
Jewish casualties were one killed and two 
wounded. 


(10) During the afternoon a Jewish convoy was 
ambushed by Arabs on the Jerusalem/Jaffa 
Road, three Jews were killed and four 
wounded, a military armoured vehicle on 
patrol in the area engaged the attackers but 
it is not known whether any casualties were 
inflicted. 


(11) During the night 20 armed Jews attacked a 
bedouin encampment south of the Jericho 
road killed one Arab woman, livestock was 
also killed or injured in the attack. 


(12) Later armed Jews (Hagana) attacked Siloan 
Arab village near Jerusalem, bombs were 
thrown and automatic fire directed at a 
number of houses, one Arab was killed and 
two slightly injured - December 27th. 


(13) Shortly after midnight armed Jews launched 
an abortive attack on an Arab Café at 
Romena no cagualties and slight damage 
resulted. 


(14) At about the same time Jews deposited bombs 
which destroyed an Arab factory at Romena,. 


(15) At 10.30 hours two Arabs fired and threw 
grenades at a Jewish School in Jerusalem - 
one Jew was seriously wounded, it is believe 
ened school was being used as a Hagana strong: | 
hold. d 


(16) During the afternoon a goods train was 
attacked by about 100 Arabs who assaulted : 
the train escort and stole arms, ammunition, _ 
mail and cement. 


(17) During the afternoon Arab youths stoned a 
Jew in Jerusalem causing head injuries from | 
which the later died. 


abr 


(B) LYDDA DSITRICT. =- December 24th. 


ox 





(1) At 1 asm. armed Arabs held up the Arab 
guard at the water pumping station at 
Latroun and stole 10 rifles, 1000 rounds 


of ammunition, one very light pistol and * 
cartridges. 
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(c) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


Patrol, 


(8) 


(9) 


(10) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


um —  —— 


During the morning ea goods train was held up 
by armed Arabs who stop NAAFI goods and army 
mail from the wagons. 


During the afternoon a police truck removing 
Jewish prisoners from Jaffa prison was attacked 
one British Constable, five Jewish Constables 
and Ons Jewish prisoner were wounded - 
December 25th. 


In early hours of the morning Jews placed a 
bomb in an Arab orange grove near Agroban 
is explosion destroyed a hut and killed the 
Arab watchman. 


Shortly after midday a hand grsnade was thrown 
into the Jewish exercise yard at Jaffa Locat 
up four Jewish prisoners were woundede 


At 11 pem. in Tel-Aviv four British soldiers 
were fired upon by Jews as they were leaving a 
Jewish Café two of them were killed and two 
wounded = December 26th. 


During the afternoon a skirmish between armed 
Jews and Arabs took place neab Bir al Halib the. 
ody of a dead Jew was later found by a militar 
armoured car patrolling in Bat Yam/Jabaliya are 
was fired upon by Jews and Arabs fire was 
returned no known casualties = December 27th. 


During the morning an armed Arab approaching a 
Jewish police post in Tel-Aviv in 4 suspicious 
manner was fired upon by Jewish police and 
wounded. 


During the afternoon unknown persons set fire 
to both Arab and Jewish property in Jaffa/ 
Tel-Aviv area. 


DISTRICT. December 2th. 


HAIFA 
(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Sporfadic firing took place throughout the day 
resulting in casualties to both Jews and Arabs. 


During the night shots were fired by an unknown 
person believed Arab wounding a British soldier 
and a British policeman near Bat Galim - 
December 25th. 


At 06.15 hours firing broke out in Iraq street 
Haifa all Jewish motor vehicles were. set on 
fire a police car proceeding to the scene was 
fired upon and they also returned the fire with 
no known result. 


During the morning a British constable secing 
two Arabs firing at a Jewish Bus in Haifa 
engaged them and succeeded in effecting the 
arrest of one of them the others escaped. 





~ 


Nwodtingt os 


5 
dvue 


: 


Code, Cypher nee 
Gr Clear? es 


8 - TELEGRAM 


|. beeen ee 





BRITISH RESIDENT 


AMMAN. 
Despatched. ................. 


Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 


(5) During firing in eastern quarter of Haifa on 
December 24th and 25th the following casualties 
were caused killed 35 Arabs, 3 Jews, injured 15 
Jews and 9 Arabse 








4 

(6) At 22,00 hours near English Gérls High School 
in Hapfa the body of a British engineer by 
Iraq *etroleum Company was found. He had been 
shot in the chest — December 26th. 


(7) At 02,00 hours in Haifa the body of a British 
merchant seaman was found with bullet wounds 
in the chest. 


(8) At 04.00 hours SEsuxa armed Arabs attacked a 
Torpedo Depot in Haifa there were no casualties 
and two of the attacked were arrested. 


(9) During the morning in Haifa shots were 
fired at an Arab Bus killing one passenger. 


(10) During the afternoon Jews fired at the Arab 
Legion camp at Reve Shana'tan the fire was 
returned from the camp and a passing Jewish 
Bus was caught in the cross fire one passenger 
was killed and eight wounded in this incident. 


(11) During the afternoon armed Jews attacked 4 
bedouin encampment on Mount Carmel killing and 
one Arab child seriously injured and there and 
slightly wounding an Arab man = December 27th. 


(12) At 06.30 hours an Arab wasshot dead by shots 
fired at him from a passing Care 


(D) SAMARIA DISTRICT. — December 25rde 
(1) Shortly before midnight an Arab employed at a 
military camp near Kfar Yona was oR ge by 
armed Arabs who broke into an armoury and stole 
7 rifles, one bren gun and ammunition - 
December 25th. 


(2) During the night a goods train was held up 
between Hadera and Gugun by armed Arabs who 
seazed cement, flour and wheat from the trucks 
three Arabs with some of the stolen flour were 
later apprehended by police near the scane - 
December 26th. 


armed Arabs between Gugun and Tulkarm and cemen — 
was stolen two rifles were also taken from the 
train escort a military patrol in the vicinity 
engaged the attacked who made of leaving some 

of the cement behind - December 27th. 


~ 
‘* 
(3) During the night a goods train was held up by A 
4 
4 


(4) At ee Jews ploughing land near Galansuwa ‘ 
were fired upon py 5,738" turned ths ‘Ss 
firea(upon by ae oP Re 7a te the fire) ‘y 


police/s.5 = 


i 


Code, Cypher —- 





: arate: 5 TELEGRAM 


BRITISH RESIDENT 
AMMAN. 


Deinthee oe 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








police and military were sent to the A.A.M. and 
arove off the attackers during the fired (S’4) 
engagement between Jews and Arabs, five Arabs 
were injured, 5 Jews were injured and one Jew 
is missing. 


(5) GAZA DISTRICT - December 2u.th. 


At 11.00 hours neab Imara police post Jews opened 
fire on three Arabs ploughing there lands the Arabs 
were all killed. 


(2) During the night a British soldier and a 
Jewish army civilian employee were Likvrek 
fired upon neab Burreaj Camp by Arabs the Jewg 
killed and three soldiers wounded — ¢ 
Decémber 26th. 


(3) During the afternoon and engagement between 
armed Jews and Arabs took place near Imara 
police post police proceeded to the scene and 
firing was stopped two Jews had been killed 
and one seriously injured - December 27th. 


(4) At noon Arabs lootfmya military camp at 
Beit Jeriva were surprised by a military / 
patrol who opened fire wounding four of the 
looters. 


(5) During the afternoon near Deir el Balad a 
Jewish convoy was fired on by Arabs the ! 
convoy withdrew and later met some Arab i” 
vehicles on which the Jews opened fire two 
Arabs were killed and 9 were injured. 


(F) GALILSE DISTRICT. - “ecember 26th. 3 
(1) At 08.00 hours a Jewish Bus was fired on 


by unknown persons near Khalsa and two 
passengers were seriously wounded. 
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From High Commissioner, JERUSALEM. 








To..British Legation, AMMAN. 


WRODISACRE SIDENK 
Despatched -BOL12/47_ (18230)0 RECEIVED: 30/12/47 (21.00). 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Secretary of State Noe2525. Repeated 
to Washington 320, Memin 206, Beirut 1920, Damascus 1921, 
Baghdad 116, Amman 1922, Aden 1923, Jedia 122, Aleppo 
192h. 


LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS' DECISION. 





For reasons which will be more fully explained 
to you by letter it is proposed from now on to confine 
these telegrams to a general appreciation giving brief 
accounts only of the most outstanding incidents if any 
post to whom the telegram is repeated feels that it does 
not reauvire these reports any longer I shall be glad to 
be informed. 


2e During December 29th incidents involving casualties 
to Jews and Arabs continued following an attack by Arabs 
on Jewish municipality and Barclays Bank employees in 
Jerusalem Jewish employees of certain Government 
Departments left their offices and have not yet returned 
Arab employees in certain instances refused to continue 
alone the general post office in Jerusalem is closed 

to the public today the military commander has prohibited 
the use of Jewish owned taxicabs in Jerusalem until , 
further order_as a result of the incident describeds “#7 
paragraph 3(fotal known casualties throughout the day 
including incidents mentioned below were British 3 killed 
3 injured, Jews 3 killed 8 injured, Arabs 15 Killed 41 


injured. 3xskortityxafter ~“ 


3e Shortly after noon Jews threw a bomb from a taxi 
passing Damascus Gate, Jerusalem, the bomb exploded 
killing 11 Arabs and wounding 32 including women and 
children in the confusion following this outrage two 
British constables were shot dead by Arabs. 


he An Arab Government Doctor was assassinated by Jews 
at Bethlehem, 


5e In an armed raid by Jews on military camp at Tel 
Livinsky, 74. rifles, 13 other weapons and a quantity of 
ammunition were stolen, one British soldier was killed 
and another critically injured. 


Was 
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From High Commissioner, JERUSALEM. 


RODD XR ESET 


ARE. surenvees #eaeese ne . 7 1 
Despatched 30/12/47. (18e30)0 RECEIVED: 30/12/47 (21.30). 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


Noe 2528 IMMEDIATE. Repeated to Washington 321, 

emin Please pass to Ambassador Commande r=in-Chief) 
Beirut 1925, Damascus 1926, Baghdad 117, Amman 1927, Aden 
1928, Jedda 123, British Consul Aleppo 1929. 







To, British. Legation, AMMAN... oT... 





LOCAL REACTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS* DECISION. 





At 1030 this morning bombs were thrown presumably 
by Jews from a taxi at a group of approximately 100 Arabs 
in an employment queue outside Main Gate of consolidated 
refineries Ltd, Haifa when news of the outrage spread 
Arab employees inside the compound rioted and attacked 
Jewish fellow workers police and troops were called 
in and order has been restored total casualties to date 
are Arabs killed 11 injured 47 Jews killed 36 injured 14. 
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From ...._High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 


EROKKGHOORESOIOENT 


Despatched oe BALAN (18020) 0 nn RECEIVED: 1/1/18 
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Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 








DYMEDIATE 


Addressed to Secretary of State No.2538, Repeated to 
Washington No.323, Memin No,208 (Please pass to Ambassador C-in-C) 
Beirut 1933, Damascus 1934, Baghdad 118, Amman 1935, Jedda 12h, 
Aden 1936, British Consul Aleppo 1937. 


Incident report yesterday's events in Haifa (see my telegram 
2528) have increased tension throughout the country and Arabs in 
Jerusalem anticipate violent Jewish reprisals the death roll 
should be amended to 41 Jews and 6 repeat 6 Arabs 2 other incidents 
throughout the country yesterday resulted in the following casualties 
British 3 killed 3 injured,Arabs 3 killed 10 injured, Jews 9 killed 


31 injured. 


2, There was a heavy engagement near Jerusalem when Arabs from 
the Old City and the Mount of Olives area opened fire on & Jewish 
funeral and its escorted British Police rifles, Bren Guns, Grenades 
and a | ortar were used by the attackers who were mm silenced when 
police reinforcements and armoured cars arrived, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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From :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT, To :— H.M.Minister; AMMAN, 


Despatched 28/12/47 (11.38). Received aA 












of 28th December, 1947+ 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.917 of December 28th, 


Repeated to Baghded, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, Amman, British Middle 
East Office, Paris and Washington, 


TOP Seis’, IS? 
Your telegram 798; ANGLO ARAB RELATIONS, 


When I saw the Lebanese Prime Minister on December 27th he 
reverted spontaneously to his idea and said this was the psycholog- 
ical moment for an understanding between H.M.G, and the Arab 
countries, He had talked about this in Iraq and at Cairo and had 
found all the Arab states including the Egyptians most anxious to 
come to some comprehensive agreement with H.M.G. He had also 
discussed the question with Brigadier CLAYTON. I told him that 
H.M.G,. had been much interested in what he had said to me before on 
this subject as it coincided generally with their own ideas, 
(However, knowing his feelings sbout the French, I availed myself 
of the discretion you were good enough to give me and refrained 
from mentioning anything about the French susceptibilities, There 
will be time to do that later if necessary. But I did not want to 
risk putting him off,) I asked him if he had any definite proposals 
to make as to how his ideas might be put into effect. He said that } 
he had not had time to think out anything concrete but that he would 
use the new Yeer Holiday to ponder the problem and hoped to be eble 
to talk to me again about it very soon, He said again end again 
that this was the moment to do something and made his point by 
reminding me that if you give a man a pound when he is quite well 
off he takes it, murmuring off hand thanks; whereas if you give 
him a piastre when he is really hard up you earn his life long 
gratitude, I suggest that the remark is very revealing as it 
shows how very ba the Arabs really do, want help of ,H.M,G. with 
regard to ae and the menace that an thelf bpinion & 


Jewish/. se 2 
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Jewish State.would — for them, (Compare paragraphs 4 and 5 
of my telegram No,906), 

2. I should mention that he suggested perhaps the best way to 
start might be for H.M.G. to invite one or two of the Arab 

leaders to London without any publicity or agenda to see what could 
be dne, Alternatively H.!'.G, might prefer someone to meet the 
Arab leaders informally, say at Cairo without the appearance of a 
conference. 


Foreign Office please pass to Paris end Washington as my 
telegrams No,11 and 19 respectively. 


Cairo please pass to B.M,E.O. as my telegram 246, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


(CJB/HA). 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.918 of Bs 
December 28th. 


Repeated to Amman, Cairo, B.M.E.0., Damascus, Jedda and 


Jerusalem, 
a | 


TOP SECRET, \o 
\ 
My telegram renin PALESTINE, 


In the course of discussion 4 which I had with the Lebanese 
Prime Minister this afternoon His Excellency said I can only 
(gpeundec) thet King Abdulieh should be thinking in terms of 
occupation by Transjordan forces of the Arab part of Palestine. 
put that if he attempted it he might well end by losing Transjordan 
itself, After all the Arabs could have partition without any 
effort on the part of King Abdullah i.e. his occupation of the 
proposed Arab State would be a de facto recognition of partition, 
and neither the Transjordan people nor the Arab Legion would 
stand for it. If on the other hand King Abdullah could occupy 
the whole repeat the whole of Palestine, he (RIAD Bey) and other 
Arabs sould only appleud him, 


2e His Excellency added that SAMIR Pasha who was more in touch 
with public opinion realized better than did King Abdullah the 
risk involved in pursuing (such a) policy, 


Cairo please pass to B,M!,.E.0. as my telegram 247, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER. 


(CJB/HA). 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47, 
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SAVINGRAM 


From: CHARGE D‘ AFFAIRES, Tos FORBIGN OFFICE, 
BAGDAD. LONDON. 


No: 38, SAVING. 22nd December, 1947. 





Addressed to Foreign Office, tel No.38, SAVING. 


Repeated to Beirut, tel No.50, SAVING. 
Cairo, tel No.81, ° 
Damascus, tel No.54, " 
Jedda, tel No.53, 
Seeman iat, tel No.43," 


am. (1h) M4 


Your tel 2242 toGairo. 


I have been unable to find out anything 

to confirm or deny statement in Palestine 
tel 2326 that Iraq has agreed to appointment of 
Taha al Hashimi. I find it very difficult to 
beli Regent would agree. 


, / ¢ BUSK. 
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CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
g 7 ‘ys FOREIGN OFFICE, 
LONDON. 
CYPHER 23.12.476 
oO 1140 23.12.47. 
az /, 9 
Pp. 
Secret | J f pre 


Addressed to Foreign Office Tel. No. 1552 of 25.Dece 


Repeated to B.MeEeO. Tel. Noe 381 
Jerusalem ; “ 6 


" w 51 " 
Demascus " * 55 " 
Jedda « " 54 " 
Gairo WA 8&2 


Jerusalem Tel, 2442 Lt 


While information available here does not indicate 

that any great progress has been made at Arab League 

meeting towards the setting of an Arab Palestine 

Goverment, I must say I sho have thought that the sett- 
wp of some kind of authority to take over the 

Arab parts of Palestine on the termination of the 

Mandate would not be disadvantageous. 


2. Provided that an Arab Palestine Govermment does not 
attempt to exercise any authority inside Palestine until 
May 15th it is not immediately apparent how the formation 
of such a body would add considerably to the dangers 

of an Anglo Arab clash in Palestine. 


3. © The postponement of its formation would appear to 
have the disadvantage of leaving a vacuum in the Arab 
parts of palestine which Arabs have stated their 
unwillingness to allow the U.N. Commission to fill. 


a In the Jewish Agency the Jews already possess an 
orgenised body to take over. To Arabs it would seen 
inconsistent with our professed neutral attitude 
should we hinder their efforts to form such a body. 
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edércesscd to Forcign Offices tclegram N>.160 
Seviag vf 24th Leecmbcr, repented Saving to beshaee 
No.105, Demeseus N2.98, Beirut N2.10¢, duddo No.106, 
ammin No.122 and for informeticn to «eshington .. 
Noell Siviag cnd Us. Delugation Nuw Yors No.10 
Seving. 


TOP SECRET. ( ) 
=a Ae 


Your tclegrem N2.2270. 


. I esked Linister for Forcvign Affairs on »ecciber 
eora whether he saw eny solution to the Felcstinac 
problca. 


Bis Sxeclleney reminded me of his reecat roxsrk } 
to ae thet h belicved arabs woulda still accopt ely 
Soucthing on lincs of morrison plen or thcir own lest ~~“ “U 
oropesel at U.N.O. Assembly (sce ay telogrem 0.227 x 
pore greph 2). He seid that he still hops a svlutica 
va these lincs might be possible. He thought the Jcws 
were piping down 2 bit having found against 211 their 
sxpcctaticns thet #rabs mecat busiauss ond were united 
pad that thercforc thoy might in the ond couc to egrce 
such e- sclutica. Grond Rabbi of Zgypt whe wes e fricné 
yf his wos cxerting iaflucnee on Agyptica dows in 
fevour of compre..isuy which he believed weule bs 1a 
iatcrcost of middle Best Jews. Grend Rebbi wes in toueh 
with vr .uwogncs was shored his point of vicw, sna there 
aight be cs necting betweon thea. dis Bueclleacy thought 
daflucnce of these two mcn might have fairly wicc 
effect cbrocd. , 


oe «of touk opportunity to put into minister for <-rciga 
Affcirs’ head thet his idce involved esneilistion ct 
souu stage, which scomed best solution, ena that it was 
iaportcat tact no rash action enc cleshcs shoula take 
placc which would make cveatuel development Ac hoped for 
impossiblo. iis uxcclleacy, while not dissenting, ssic 
thet it wes strong ettitude of arabs thot wes aoking it 
p~Ssible to hope for helpful cvolution of Yewish state 
of sind. 


‘se aéheosnobr Prshe interprets ection of United Strtus 

in preventing discussisa of partitisa accision in 
Sceurity Council -s cctucted by Gosire to ovoid or ot 
lcast postp.ne ~ dceision’(*) cclling for use of scerieen 
troops for enforcomcat, (b) opening door t> dircct 
Kussica inturvceation in Palcestinc. This seomca tz show 
hesitetion 2 the pert of Uaitcé Strtce t+ insist ca 
enforecacnt cond Gcsire to give time for scac cgreod 
solution, cnd geve hin c certcin cwouat -f hopoe 


/Thore 


= 


Se Thors secs to bs 0G €oal of wishful thiaking 


in «11 this. 


o. aS of oxenpl: .f Jewish groed for territory 
saich acdc cvstrblishwwat sf ¢ dcwish str.te ss anagorsus 
for arcbs sinister for 4 .rsiga «fficirs srid as anc 
iafvraction tant dows Ana of fcrcd Ibn Ssuc tucaty 
willica pounds (faoll-ars) for nares of 1l-né 
(inciécateally néjeccat to »cdias). 


CauwPBILL. 


Copy to B.l..#.0. 





British Legation, 


(24 25/4) Beirut. 
SECRET 22nd December, 1947. 
Dear Chancery, 


The following is the gist of a report made by 
the Lebanese Sureté on December 16th which was com- 
municated to us confidentially:- 


"King Abdallah recently sent a letter to the 
National Bloc in Lebanon (President: Emile Eddé) 
enquiring about their attitude on the Palestine 
question. On 10th December members of the Bloc 
held a meeting in the house of Assad Akl (a former 
Mohafez of Saida); this was ettended by George Akl, 
Chefic Halabi, Neoum Bakhous, Dr. Moukhayber, 

Clovis Khazin and Habib Akl. They decided to 
reply to the King that they took no side in the 
Palestine question. 


“after this Glubb Pasha came to Beirut and 
stayed at the Normandie Hotel. During his stay 
he was kept under strict surveillence by the 
Lebanese Sureté, who learnt that he was in constent 
touch with the Transjordan Minister, Qmar Zaki 
al-Afyouni. On the evening of 12th December Glubb 
held a meeting at the Transjorden Legation which 
was attended by Sheikh Kessouran al-Khazin, Akram 
Keileni and three business men from Damascus, 


/Abdul eve 





The Chancery, 
British Legation, 
AMMAN . 


2. 


Abdul Salem Abbere, Hassan al-Munayid and 
Mohammed Khair al-Chemi. On the 13th December 
Afyouni left Beirut for Amman and 24 hours leter 
a delegation from the National Bloe also left 
Beirut. This delegation was headed by 
Kessouran al-Khazin." 


During his stay in Beirut Glubb Pasha did not call on 
the Minister or make his presence known in any way to us. In 
fact Howes, who knew Glubb in the old days in Iraq, sent him word 
to invite him to his house for a drink but got noreply. We 
appreciate that in the course of what was presumably a purely 
private visit Glubb was anxious to avoid official contacts, 
perticularly as such contacts with British officials might give 
rise to comment. There is no doubt, however, that Glubb's 
movements in any case give rise to considerable speculation, and 
it is more than possible that deliberate shunning of British 
officials only serves to increase suspicion. Incidentally, the fact 
that he did not sign hie neme in the President's book seems to have 
caused same surprise in Presidentiel circles. As regerds the 
Lebanese Sureté report, we assume that if it has eny foundation at 
all, the simultaneous visit of Glubb Pasha and the politicians 
mentioned to the Transjorden Minister was purely a coincidence. 


The visit to Amman of Kessouran al-Khazin, George Akl 
and Abdu Queidat has inevitably caused stme uneasiness here, 
particulerly in Governmental circles. It is widely believed that 
they were the guests of King Abdulleh, and at one stage it was 
thought that in view of their declarations in favour of a Little 
Lebanon it would lead to their errest on their return. We should 
of course be interested to have any infarmation you may possess on 
their doings whilet in Amman. 


4 


(s/1014/47) on nary 2987- 


The Chancery 
British Legation, 
BEIRUT. 


\?a 
Deer Chancery, 

i a eiclaes alll os 
December, 194.7, about Glubb's visit to Beirut recently. 

2. The “strict surveillance” of the Lebanese seourite does 
not appear to be of a very efficient nature judging by the 
contents of the repart quoted in your letter, 

Glubb did not even meet the Transjordan Minister, Omer 
Zeki El Afyouni, let alone visit the Transjorden Legation, Omer 
Zeki left 2 card at the hotel, Glubb being out, end Glubb sent 
him a note thanking him for the attention and expleining thet he 
was too preocoupied with personal matters to return the call in 
person, This was their only contact 2 
3e Glubb 414 not see the Arab gentlemen referred to in the 
report and had never hearé of their nemes until we mentioned them 
to hin, 
lee As regards calls, Glubb was three days in Beirut and 
occupied for the whole of thet time in securing specialist medicel 
attention for his wife, He @id not intend to be rude but had no 
time for social duties. 
5e We will let you know if we hear anything sbout the Netionsl 
Bloc delegation said to be visiting Ammen, 


— te 
(adem 


Copy to:- 3/766/45-5 


Yours ever, 





ASK/HA, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1358 of December 29th, 


Repeated to B.M.5.0., U.K.Del. New York, Cairo, Beirut, Jerusciem, 
Amman and Jedda, 


SECR&T, 


NURI Pasha and SALEH JiBR spoke with the Oriental Counsellor 
on Palestine on December 27th, 3 


2. The substance of what they had to say was reported in B,M.E,0, 
telegram No,607 to you paragraph 1, 


Nuri said that ‘he hoped the mandate would be terminated earlier 
than May 15th, end both appear to be anxious about Jewish prepare= 
tions in the interval from now until May 15th, 


3. They were reticent on the subject of the High Command and 
Saleh Jabr admitted that agreement hed not yet been reached on this 
importent point though he said confiden ly that it would be, 


4. The mijor military role would be played by Transjordan as 
being the nearest Arab State and as having an army available on 

the spot. Transjordan would have Iraq's full support, I asked 
whether the other Arab states would agree and was sssured that they 
would though they were hoping the military operations would be 
rendered unnecessary by successful Saudi Arabian mediation with the 


United States, 


5e The Oriental Counsellor said speaking for himself he thought 
that guerilla warfare on a large scale could benefit no one and 

that even if the Arebs intention was the strangling at birth of 

the (Jewish) State, they would need to set up some kind of civil 
authority in indisputsbly Arab areas, as a base from which to act, 
This could surely be done by the Arab League as an interim authority 
without thereby giving eny recognition to partition, SALEH JABR 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. said/. sl 2 
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said the Arebs would not neglect the civil administration, but the 
importent thing for them was speedy military operations to 
disrupt the Jewish state before it could be properly organised. 





6.  SALFH JABR said the Arabs hoped for Great Britain's support 
on the Security Council in agreement with the proposal to test 
the legality of the Assembly's partition decision before the 
International Court. 


7. I wes left with the impression that both considered 
hostilities almost unavoidable and that they underestimated the 
difficulties of a campaign designed to bring the Jews to their S 
knees in a short time, They seemed quite confident of the ph 
willingness of Transjordan to play the role assigned to her, | 


8. Most of the talking was done by NURI who wes much more 
reasonable than SALEH JABR. Both were so reticent about 
the Arab League hed actually decided that I was forced to 
conclusion that they had done little more than wrangle, 
seems to me all the more important we should be able to Advise 
the Arebs (Beirut telegram No,906 end my telegram No,1292). 





j 


tT 7 
J 


HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR, 


(CJB/HA). 


W49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47, 
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From :— Yr, Trott, JEDDA, Tas H.¥.Minister, fosun. 
Despatched 31/12/47 (16.00) Received 1/1/48 (20.15) 


of 31st December, 1947. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.423 of December 31st. 
Repeated to Arab posts B.V.E.0. (Cairo pass as my telegram No.63). 
SECRET, PALESTINE, 


Sheik HAFEZ WAHBA who is to go to see the King on Jamary lst 
tells me that the Arab League had decided to encourage any Arabs 
who desired to go to Palestine to fight the Jews though no 
interference with the British was to take place, He agreed with 
me when I pointed out that fighting the Jews would slow down our 
operations of withdrawal but said that they all felt they must 
resist the Jews without delay, 


2. He still hoped that the United Nations\ would find themselves 
compelled to send a new commission to Pelestine to revise their 
decision if only because events in Greefe and KOREA made it if 
impracticable for them to implement partition. J f 


3. In view of paragraph 2 of Baghdad's telegram No.1325 to you 

I asked Sheik Hafez Wahba whether there was any intention that the 
King should approach the U.S. Government about Palestine, Hafez 

replied that that idea had been abandoned since the vote in favour 
of partition, 


HIS MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR, 


(COB/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 31/12/47 (16.00) 





TOP SECRET. (1% 

Your telegram No.575 to Amman paragraph 1 (3). 

On general grounds I feel sure that King Ibn Saud would 
regerd any attempt by Transjordan forces to seize any part of 
Palestine except under the authority of the Arab League, as 
treacherous and unjustifiable, 


2. I have no reason to think that the possibility of such 
an event has yet occurred to any Saudi authority. 
Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. as my 64 and Amman to Jerusalem 


as my 536 


'W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS. To :— H.M.Minister, ° 


Received 30/12/47 (13.15) 








Despatched 30/12/47 (13410) 
No. 99 of 30th December, 191.7. 








Addressed Foreign Office 580... Memin, Amman, Jerusalem SAVING, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 4 § 

My telegram 554.0" : 

JEBEL DRUZE, 

FAWZI KAWAKJI recently toured the Jebel Druze to obtain 
volunteers for Palestine. Much publicity was given in the press 
to his "success", Reliable information shows however that he 
obtained very few volunteers even from the popular party and was 
werned off by the ATTRASH family who said they would only follow 
SOLTAN Pasha and were not willing to send their men outside the 


Jebel Druze, 
) Amman please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram No.35 SAVING, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


) a COPY TO:- $/963/47. 
(CoBAHA). 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :— S.0f Se F.0. LONDON, To :— HoMM ty AMMAN, 


Received 2/1/48 (11,20) 
of ist January, 1948, 


Despatched 2/3/48 (11.18) 






Following received from Baghdad = Begins, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1373 of December 31st, 


Repeated to (Gp.undec, ? Cairo) Midfile East Office, Jerusalem, 
Beirut, Damascus, Jedda and Amman, “3 


4 
S8ORER, a 
Amman telegram No.387 of April 10th to you paragraph 3, 

Ismail SAFWAT Assistant Chief of the Iraqi General Staff 
has in point of fact had no duties for two years, He is 
typically the old fashioned Turkish Officer, extremely brave and 
unutterebly stupid, He was responsible for disasters in 
(sic: SORZITIVE) BARZAN Campaign and lost the confidence of 


the army in consequence. 


Foreign Office please pass to Amman as my telegram No.96,. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(coB/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From :—Mr. Broadmead, DAMASCUS, To :— H.M.Minis {fanun. 


,. 
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mn 


Received 1/1/48 


of 1st January, 1948, 





Despatched 1/1/48 (17.07) 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,1 Jedda, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Ammen, Cairo Middle East Minister and to Jeru salem Saving, 


CONFIDENTIAL Ne 

Your telegram No.655~= RASHID ALT, 

I understand that it is most unlikely that representations 
as suggested would have any effect if the Syrians have already 
decided to admit him since his presence here would be calculated 
to enhance the status of the Palestine volunteers at present being 
trained on Syrian territory. In this connexion see my telegram 
No.5756 ———/ | 5 | | 
2. If it is only a question of Syrian and Iraqi politics or 
Iraqi internal politics the matter appears ache to be one for the 


Iraqi Legation to deal with, 


cay Copy to:- 821/Sec. 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 









COPY NO... | & 
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f } 
Clear Savingrem Out. ye Di a 
From: BEIRUT ‘8 FOREIGN OFFICE 
No. 83 SAVING of 31st December, 1947. 


LEGATION Repeated SAVING to Cairo Embassy No. 79. 


atta B.M.E.0. " 63 
, Jerusalem * 78 
Bagdad #111 

Ammen * 123 oe 
_ Jedda * 118 


| Damascus 294. 
My telegram No. 915 paragraph 3. 


The Arab language newspaper "Beirut" on December 27th 
published en open letter criticising King Ibn Seud's attitude towards 
American oil concessions. Following a protest by the Seudi-Arabian 
Chargé d'Affaires the paper has been suspended. 


DISTRIBUTION: 


1. Legation. 

2. H.M.M. 

3. Library. 

4. Commercial Secretary. 
5-12. Saving copies. 








lor sign Office 
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Addreased to Foreign Office No. 607 repeated 
to Bagdad’ No. 194, and repeat Savine to Amzsn No. 18 
Damascus No. 19, Beirut No. 40, Jerusalem No. 44, Tedia, 36, 
and pass to Washington Wo. $0 and UK Del. New York Wo. O76 
Misce 





Nuri Peshets ideas as outlined ta Clayton 
vostercay appear to Le as follows. 





Aa a first step an abtompt Witt 


perusede Ibn Seud to approach the Americans 
to their modifying 7 attitude over par thi bion 
Arguments grested he uses are aire ieult position 


















he is ir between other Arabs and fsmeriocans., 
[t-is y hopea that he will use ths suggsestian- 
_ Chat ov restrict ot]. concessions. If he 





ecomprornlse of some surt. If 
with their military plans. 
are to occupy as much of 
erces cf Trans jordan 
™ country until after 
they 3 will eccupy aregs 
Jewish zones. Thers 


sucessds way 
he Taiis 
These as Nur 
Pale a tins 
termination 4 
ae WS evacuate then 
will be no interforence itary facilitica or 
comuunications and ¢ z ba taken to avoid 

ria’ of cLesh with us. fo: eguLars will move in x18so though 

*, 4 e . 





Oo 











Nuri wish disecourared until we relinguish the 
administration. Ly th tactics he hepes te de able to 
disrupt Jewish sources of supply especiglly of petrol. ' 
2. Salih Jeby whom Clayton elas sew yosterday 


i 
aketched more or 
goed deal more e 
io. He wishes to demand that she latter carry out econcewic 
sanctions agresd to tn-dArnb League Council in the autunn 
and canes] or suspend fmsricen of] concessions. If Ibn 
Saud acts according. y, 3... says Le will do the same by 
soncessions in Iraq. if Ton Saud refuses S.J. will net (net) 
consider himseif tound by League decisions and will not 
attempt oii sanctious bul vesort to such military measures 
as ney bs agreed upon. . 


ss ths same Line of action but he is a 
ac in his views of what Ibn Saud should 


| 
Be Clayten thinks that 5..7. would see in Ibn Saud's | 

refusal to apply oil seuctions a useful weapon aesinst Ibn 
Saud's influence in the Arab world and a means of increasing | 
rulatively that of the Hashimite States. It is‘not uplikgly — 
that thes cue ides is in Nurits mind. AE the sane time there | 
in no doubt that the first thought of both of them is to try | 
to upset or alter the Pulestine deciaion. , | 
} 


Foreign Office please pass to Washiyecton and 
United Kingdom Delegation Now York as my tels. No, 60 and 376 
“isgce : 
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Commissioner in S.E,Asia) 
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TANGIER 
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TEHRAN 


(U.K.Delegation) 


WASHINGTON, 


The policy of His Majesty's Government on the 
termination of the Mandate in Palestine and the 
withdrawal of British troops wes contained in the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies’ statement to 


CMe, fuk 0»: Spf . 


/Parliament 


Parliament on llth December, and Mr. Bevin's statement 

of 12th December which were carried by L.P.s transmissions 
5 and 7 respectively on those dates. A report on the 
debate has been carried on transmission 3 of 13th 


December, 


2. For your own information the policy out- 
lined in these statements has been based on the 
following conclusions: 


(a) ES Nations decision, We should take note 

of ations recommendation in favour of 
partition, We should do nothing to obstruct 
implementation of this recommendation by United 
Nations, but United Kingdom troops and administration 
should in no circumstances become involved in enforcing 
decision or in maintaining law and order (except for 
the protection of British troops in the areas which 
they still occupy during their withdrawal) while United 
Nations Commission implement it, 


(b) Witherewel of troops, General trend of withdrawal 
will be south to north. After termination of 
civil administration, United Kingdom troops will be 
concentrated in limited area pending final evacuation 
through Haifay Within that area United Kingdon 
Military Commander will continue to take such 

measures as are necessary for protection and speedy 
evacuation of United Kingdom troops and stores, 

Military demands on transport will be restricted so 

as to avoid disrupting trade during evacuation period, 
Subject to this as many military stores as possible will 
be removed, Assuming nost favourable conditions some 
150,000 tons of less essential stores will have to be 
left behind, We hope to be able to arrange with 
successor authorities for custody or subsequent evacuation 
of such stores, 


(c) Interin period until arrival of United Nations 
Commission. It is desirable that we should maintain 
sitet stretive responsibility until about mid-M 

in order that withdrawal may be carried out within 
above framework. It would be intolerable if Palestine 


Government had to share authority with United Nations 


.Commission. Moreover arrival of Commission would 


probably provoke Arab disturbances which would upset 

withdrawal plan and might endanger our whole position 
in Middle East. We should therefore do all in our 
ower to secure that Commission does not arrive in 
alestine before we are ready to hand over, If they 


/arrive 


-3- 


arrive at beginning of May this would allow a 
fortnight for handing over. Until Commission 
arrives we should maintain status quo as far as 
possible and do all we can to prevent disturbances, 
We have received assurances from Arab Governments 
that they do not intend to make trouble while 

we are still in charge and we have expressed to 
Arab Governments hope that these assurances will 
be fully honoured, 


We are conveying general outline of our 
withdrawal plans in confidence to Arab Governments 
and High Commissioner for Palestine is similarly 
informing Arab Higher Committee and Jewish Agency, 


(d) Illegal Immigration, So long as we are 

admin ively responsible we should make ewery 
practical effort to maintain control over 
immigration, but it may not be possible effectively 
to limit it after lst February, Illegal 
innigrants now in Cyprus should in any event be 
transferred to Palestine before evacuation is 


complete, 


(e) Legislation, On relinquishing mandate, Palestine 
Governnent should be terminated and all jurisdiction 
of His Majesty in Palestine should cease, Requisite 
legislation should be prepared accordingly, 


(f) Negotiation with United Nations Comniss 

United ia Permanent Representative = Httea 
Nations has been instructed to inform Commission 

of outline of plan as set out in (b) above and to 
make every effort to secure that Commission does not 
reach Palestine until we are ready to hand over, 

In negotiating with Commission on this point he 

is to ask Commission to postpone its arrival in 
Palestine until lst May. After that date Commission 
would be free, so far as we are Concerned, to 
exercise its authority throughout Palestine, except 
that in restricted area in which United Kingdom 
troops will between that date and lst August be 
concentrated United Kingdom military commander will 
have to exercise such authority as is necessary 

for protection and rapid evacuation of United 
Kingdom troops and military stores, 


3. His Majesty's Representatives in countries 
represented on Commission have been instructed to 
explain our position in confidence to the five 
Governnents and to request them in view of importance 
of naintaining peaceful conditions during transitional 


/period 


-4- 


period of withdrawal in Palestine, to instruct their 
representatives at United Nations to co-operate 

to fullest possible extent with Sir A. Cadogan 

in working out plans of new Commission. 


4, Memorandum has been given to United 
States Secretary of State outlining withdrawal 
plan and calling attention to difficulties which 
could be caused by premature arrival of United 
Nations Commission in Palestine, Memorandum 
suggested that it would be most helpful if United 
States representative at United Nations could be 
instructed to use his influence to ensure that 
Commission were ready to come to an arrangement 
with us on lines which would fit in with our plans 
4,0, that it should not arrive in Palestine before 
lst May, United States State Department subsequently 
informed United Kingdom Embassy, Washington, that 
United States Delegation at United Nations have been 
instructed to co-operate with United Kingdon 
Delegation on this matter. 


5. In conversation with lMr.Marshall the 
Secretary of State has told him that it should not 
be supposed that withdrawal of United Kingdom 
administration and forces was an easy matter. He 
laid particular stress on importance of stopping 
any further Jewish illegal imigration. Such 
immigration would be bound to lead to bloodshed 
since Arabs would undoubtedly be incited to massacre 
Jews and situation might then require use of force. 
Mr, Bevin suggested that United States Governnent 
might then find thensclves required to provide 
forces and Soviet Government might also press to 
provide a force,  lir.Marshall said that United States 
authorities would greatly dislike idea of a Soviet 
force in Palestine. 


6.  Mr.Bevin also said that if, on the other 
hand, Jewish imiigration ceased until we were ready 
to hand over administration to the United Nations 
Commission in May, we should hope to be able to 
{ntroduce into Palestine illegal innigrants now 
in Cyprus and we might also be able to withdraw fron 
a port on Palestine coast where immigrants would land 
after taking over by United Nations Commission, We 
should also be able in period between now and May 
to stop infiltration of Jews across frontiers. ° 
Bevin said that he considered it was not safe to 
leave this situation to United Natios Commission but 


/en 
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an understanding regarding problems of transfer 
of power was required between United States and 
United Kingdom Governments, 


7. Mr. Marshall said that he did not 
believe that Jews would continue with illegal 
immigration since it could be no gain to them 
and would be of no "pressure value". Mr, 

Bevin questioned this, and urged that United States 
Government should restrain Jewish Agency and, if 
possible, arrange for a public announcement condemning 
illegal immigration and exhorting Jews to remain 
patient. Such a step would have steadying 

influence on Arabs. y Mr.Marshall-setéthat-he 


uw weyabdun, 


"Mr. Marshell seid that he would camunicetc with 
United Stetes State Department in gencral sense advocated 
by Mr. Bevin, but he expectcd that Zionists would be 
unwilling to make any statenent regarding illegal immi- ; 
gration which would imply any responsibility for it on 


their part. 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
20.12.47. 


